
Congregational Stories of Inclusion 

Man with Developmental Disability Joins the Congregation  

[As related by Rev. Shawn Newton, printed with permission.] 

In a new member ceremony, Matthew, a man with developmental disabilities, joined our 

congregation.  “Matthew cried through the whole thing, as did most of the congregation 

(including the minister!).  It's become a point of reference in the congregation – that we 

touched up against something – that place where we often fear to tread. 

“Here is the ceremony we created especially for Matthew: 

We welcome Matthew Jones into membership.  Matthew has attended with his mother, 

Brenda Jones, for years.  He loves worship – and it’s safe to say no one enjoys singing 

hymns as much as Matthew.  I, for one, appreciate that he’s the first to laugh at my 

jokes and that he often calls out with a well-timed “Be careful!” just before I preach.  But, 

because Matthew contends with the world in ways unknown to most of us, the 

somewhat cerebral nature of our joining ceremony has never offered him a meaningful 

way to join our community.  Until now.  On April 5th, we will share in a ritual created for 

Matthew that welcomes him, on his own terms, into our family of All Souls.  I so hope 

you’ll join in this great moment in the life of our congregation.” 

The Ritual Reception into Membership of Matthew Jones: 

MINISTER:  Let us now turn to welcome Matthew Jones into the membership of this 

congregation. 

Matthew, this is a beautiful day for us all.  We are so happy that you come here on 

Sundays.  We are proud of the joy you bring to our congregation.  We are thankful for 

the ministry of your presence among us. 

CONGREGATION TO MATTHEW (in unison):  Matthew, we all come here to be with 

our friends, to sing songs, and to share our gifts. 

MINISTER TO MATTHEW:  Matthew, will you come here to be with us all on Sundays?  

Will you sing songs with us?  Will you share your life with us? 

MATTHEW:  Yes! 

MINISTER TO THE CONGREGATION:  And, do we, members of this congregation, 

open our hearts to receive Matthew into this fellowship?  Are we willing to be changed 



by his presence here?  Are we willing to open our hearts to the gift of his ministry 

among us? 

CONGREGATION TO MATTHEW (in unison):  Matthew, with open hearts, we welcome 

you and give you our support.  We will guard your dignity and worth as we do our own. 

MINISTER TO MATTHEW:  Matthew, we are so happy that you are here.  Thank you 

for being part of our congregation. 

 

 


