
Dear Participants, 

We are writing to let you know that we have made the decision to move this year’s UU-UNO 

Intergenerational Spring Seminar to a virtual event rather than an in-person one, due to the current 

threat posed by the COVID-19 coronavirus. 

At the end of last week, UUA President Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray shared a message about how to 

prepare for the coronavirus in our UU congregations. The UUA, including our United Nations Office, is 

following these suggestions closely in our decision-making.  

Our considerations: 

The first thing we’ve all been hearing is to follow the guidance from our local public health 

organizations. For weeks, the UU-UNO has been closely tracking the recommendations of New York City 

and State leaders. As of Monday, the New York City Department of Health is urging people to avoid 

crowded subways and buses, which is challenging in the best of times. The way that participants 

(especially those staying at the hostel) travel during the Seminar is via public transit, usually around rush 

hour times, which would make crowded subways all but impossible to avoid with our large group.  

Throughout the planning for our Seminar on climate justice, we have been focusing on centering the 

perspectives and concerns of those who are most vulnerable to the effects of the changing climate and 

extractive industries. In discerning whether to move forward with hosting this event, we have taken a 

similar approach: centering the concerns of those most vulnerable to coronavirus. We know that the 

coronavirus presents greater risks to older people as well as people with other vulnerabilities such as 

lung disease, heart disease, diabetes, or weakened immune systems. Ours is an intergenerational event 

and, in addition to accounting for the risks to participants themselves, we must also be aware of the 

vulnerabilities of those in our communities with whom participants would be in contact afterwards (our 

elders, our neighbors and family members with diabetes and asthma, etc.). 

The Planning Committee feels strongly that cancelling outright would be a disservice to both our team 

and the 143 registrants who had committed to learning about taking action for climate justice. Even if 

the current levels of the virus in New York City make it feel early to cancel at this point, making the 

decision now gives us the opportunity to focus on creating a meaningful event online which we would 

not be able to do if we were to delay and had to cancel later on.  

Virtual gathering: 

Amidst the global disarray caused by the novel coronavirus, we recognize that the biggest threat to life 

as we know it is our planet’s changing climate that will make disease outbreaks even more common and 

dangerous. The urgency of this year’s Intergenerational Spring Seminar on climate justice is not 

diminished and as such the Planning Committee is working on creating an online-only event. The 

programming in this virtual gathering will be different from what we could do in person, and it presents 

us with an exciting opportunity to explore how to be in relationship and learn together even when we 

can’t be in the same room. Importantly, holding an online-only event will also lower our carbon 

footprint and can allow us to reach people in new ways. The virtual event will take place during the time 

originally slotted for the 2020 Seminar: April 16-18. We don’t have many details yet but we will keep you 

informed as they are developed.  

https://www.uua.org/pressroom/press-releases/preparing-coronavirus-your-congregation


Cancellation impacts: 

The UU-UNO will fully refund all registration fees. Please expect a reimbursement check to arrive in the 

mail in the next few weeks; if you paid via credit card from within the United States, your check will be 

mailed to the address you provided in the credit card payment system. If you paid via credit card from 

outside the United States, we will refund your credit card directly. Please don’t hesitate to contact 

unitednations@uua.org with any questions or concerns. 

We are extremely sorry about the impact that this cancellation has on those who have booked flights or 

other travel that may not be fully refundable. We deeply regret that we are unable to offset the costs of 

travel cancellations. The UUA’s travel agent, ProTravel, has provided this overview of specific airlines’ 

policies which may be helpful in determining your specific case. 

We are so grateful for the excitement we have seen for this year’s Intergenerational Seminar topic, All In 

For Climate Justice: People, Power, Planet and we look forward to being together online in April. Again: 

Further details will be shared as they are developed. Additional questions can be directed to 

unitednations@uua.org.  

Warm regards and please keep yourself and your loved ones healthy! 
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