
Minutes 

Monthly Envoy Conference Calls 

Tuesday, March 14, 2017 1pm and 8pm Eastern 

I. Welcome and introductions 

a. 1pm 

i. Allison (UN Office, NYC) 

ii. Jerry Ross (First Parish in Bedford, MA) 

iii. Peggy Montgomery (All Souls, NYC) 

iv. Eryl Court (First Unitarian Congregation in Toronto, ON) 

v. PJ Deak (Unitarian Society of New Haven in Hamden, CT) 

vi. Dotty Prunhuber (UU Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset, NY) 

vii. Suzanne Murray (UUA in Boston, listening in) 

b. 8pm 

i. Allison Hess (UN Office, NYC) 

ii. Valez Bird (Pocatello UU Fellowship in Pocatello, ID) 

iii. Monica Greene (UU Fellowship of Frederick, MD) 

iv. Mary Jean Pearson (UU Gathering at Northern Hills in Cincinnati, OH. Merged 

with a UCC congregation about a year ago)  

v. Stephanie Thomas (UU Congregation of the South Jersey Shore in Galloway, NJ) 

II. UN Updates & Office 

a. Current big focus at the UN is the annual session of the Commission on the Status of 

Women  

i. This year’s theme is Women in the Changing World of Work - Emphasizing the 

specific needs of young workers and mothers, also emphasizing the need for 

more men to stand up in support of women 

ii. UU-UNO hosted a panel discussion yesterday on Reproductive Justice & 

economic empowerment 

iii. One of the panelists 

1. Peggy: Most significant and most open and honest presentation we’ve 

ever done. Honesty of the 4 speakers & moderator – every single 

woman’s right to make the decision about how she may lead her life. So 

many women in the world who have no say in how they lead their lives. 

b. Int’l Women’s Convocation in California in February 

i. Allison and Bruce both attended. Here’s a blog post to read more about it. 

ii. Is there an outcome document from that event? 

iii. UUA/UU Partner Church Council/UU Church of the Philippines workshop on 

OWL in the Philippines. Very inspiring to see OWL change lives for UUs in the 

Philippines just like it does for us in USA. 

iv. Issues >> Action just like we want to do for the seminar 

c. PJ: Is OWL being considered for implementation by UNICEF? 

i. I checked with Bruce, it’s actually UNESCO that we introduced OWL to; they like 

the idea but want an assessment of its impact and how effective it’s been, which 

the UUA/UCC don’t have and would be hugely expensive and not easy to do. 

III. Opportunities for regular Envoy conversation/communication (per Eryl’s suggestion) 



a. Currently possible via monthly Envoy calls, and Facebook Group.  

b. Opportunities for Envoy face-to-face at GA and Spring Seminar 

i. PJ: The more people who know that those are happening ahead of time, the 

better. Good to get a large number of Envoys together. 

ii. Eryl: Best for those Envoy gatherings to be in a separate space so Envoys all feel 

together and not chaotic amidst other participants (such as at Seminar) 

c. Jerry: Google Group might be a good method for exchanging documents & sharing 

questions etc. 

d. Eryl: Something like a community bulletin board. Don’t want long, long articles, but 

communicate regularly and send information so that others can respond.  

i. The Facebook group is one method for doing this for those who have access to 

Facebook. 

e. Jerry: Google Group allows you to put Google Docs in it, so we can have interactive 

documents to collaborate on a project for example. Once you set it up, it’s not too 

complicated to use. 

IV. Blue Ribbon status 

a. Reminder – get all requirements done by March 31st to become a Blue Ribbon 

Congregation this year! Allison’s busier than normal w/ Spring Seminar this year, so if 

she hasn’t contacted you re: blue ribbon status and you’re not sure what your 

congregation’s status is, send an email and Allison will be glad to check for you! 

V. Spring Seminar  

a. Unfortunately this year we won’t be able to visit UN headquarters. The office will share 

info via email on how to reserve a UN tour on your own. 

i. Instead of a panel at UN Headquarters, our big global disarmament panel will be 

at the headquarters for Rissho Kosei-kai, a Buddhist organization we work 

closely with in some of our interfaith work. 

ii. The rest of the seminar programming will take place at Hostelling International 

on the Upper West Side (Amsterdam Ave. and 103rd St.) which is also where the 

youth and their sponsors will be staying. 

b. Jerry: How to connect and get to know others if attending alone?  

i. Peggy: will connect with Jerry (& others who are interested) for dinner the night 

before the seminar 

c. Envoys will have a gathering on Saturday morning of the seminar prior to the worship. 

VI. Stories from Congregations! 

a. Jerry: quite focused on nuclear disarmament and negotiations beginning this month at 

the UN (Peace & justice committee at his congregation) – Peggy will introduce him to 

Guy Quinlan at the seminar (Guy is a member at All Souls and is very active there and at 

the UN on nuclear disarmament) 

b. PJ: New Haven has a Gun Violence Prevention Task Force reading group that was 

reading Guns Don’t Kill People…, and the Peace Task Force is reading The Drone Eats 

with Me in May, and people from each group will be at the Spring Seminar 

i. Eryl – This seminar will be very important for talking about what we can do 

about this, use the seminar to help raise people’s morale by showing them what 

they can do about it. 

http://www.uua.org/international/un/blue-ribbon
http://www.uua.org/international/un/blue-ribbon
http://www.uuabookstore.org/Guns-Dont-Kill-People-People-Kill-People-P18007.aspx?utm_medium=uua.org&utm_source=body&utm_campaign=uuaorgads&utm_content=179231
http://www.uuabookstore.org/The-Drone-Eats-with-Me-P17908.aspx?utm_medium=uua.org&utm_source=body&utm_campaign=uuaorgads&utm_content=178776
http://www.uuabookstore.org/The-Drone-Eats-with-Me-P17908.aspx?utm_medium=uua.org&utm_source=body&utm_campaign=uuaorgads&utm_content=178776


c. Mary Jean: has been trying to figure out how to tie Model UN into the UU-UNO, since 

there are a lot of youth in her community who are involved with Model UN. 

i. Have them contact Allison to visit the office when they come to NY (not just 

Model UN, we love all visitors and are happy to talk with them about the work 

we do here!) 

d. Stephanie: had a UN Sunday Service last week and Bruce came and gave the sermon. He 

talked about a lot of different topics that people in the congregation care about. It was 

very impactful for people. 

e. Black Lives Matter banners 

i. Stephanie’s congregation just put up a Black Lives Matter banner  

ii. Monica’s congregation is planning to do that as well and will go through an 

educational process beforehand – working through Dismantling Racism team 

iii. Mary Jean’s congregation is working on this process as well, and works closely 

with a number of congregations in the Cincinnati area 

VII. Question: is the UN involved with the big discussions of immigration & refugees? 

a. Yes! There was a summit at the UN (Summit on Migrants and Refugees) in September 

(more at refugeesmigrants.un.org)  

i. Launched the Together Campaign (together.un.org) = a UN initiative that 

promotes respect, safety, and dignity for refugees and migrants. 

1. Including “A World on the Move” video podcast in which refugees & 

migrants talk about their experiences and many different issues relevant 

to the lives of refuges & migrants. 

ii. Allison tries to share all resources she can find to help congregations engage 

with this topic! Stay tuned for more… 

b. Stephanie’s congregation’s Racial Justice task force teamed up w/ the local Black Lives 

Matter to write letters to the mayor, and chief of police to ask them not to round up 

refugees since so much of Atlantic City’s population is composed of immigrants. 

c. Mary Jean’s congregation became a Sanctuary Solidarity Congregation to support w/ 

money & food etc.  

i. Fourth Universalist (NYC) recently voted to offer short term sanctuary for 

undocumented individuals & families facing deportation. Read the resolution 

the congregation voted on. 

ii. UUSC/UUA/Standing on the Side of Love (& possibly more groups) are working 

on a collaboration to provide guidance for Unitarian Universalists & UU 

congregations to engage more deeply in providing sanctuary. 

d. Monica’s congregation is going through process for deciding whether to be sanctuary 

church. One congregant has offered to provide sanctuary for a family if needed. 

VIII. Stephanie: Is the UN doing anything to address North Korea human rights violations? 

a. Actually, yes. Not highly publicized, but the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva just 

discussed this yesterday! Here’s an article about it. 

IX. Adjourn 
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http://together.un.org/
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