
Minutes 

Monthly Envoy Conference Call 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020 3pm and 6pm Eastern 

I. In attendance 

a. 3pm 

i. Allison Hess (UU@UN in NYC) 

ii. Nasreen Sarah Gagner (UU Church of Long Beach, CA) 

iii. Sylvia Heap (All Souls UU Church in Watertown, NY) Looking forward to her 45th 

UN Sunday service this year, nervous about how it will go with physical distance 

iv. Jeannie Lewis (San Marcos UU Fellowship, TX) 

v. Becky (BJ) Allen (San Marcos UU Fellowship, TX) 

vi. Terry Van Brundt (North Shore UU in Lacombe, LA) 

vii. Barry Lee (North Shore UU in Lacombe, LA) 

viii. Ron Glossop (First Unitarian Church in Alton, IL) Cong.’s services are on YouTube 

ix. Peggy Montgomery (All Souls UU in New York City) Haven’t been in Sanctuary in 

over two years because of renovations, but in the meantime have several 

programs happening on Zoom and it’s been a Joy to see everyone  

x. Marilyn Mehr (All Souls UU in NYC) Working on collaborating with others at All 

Souls rather than starting new initiatives per se… 

b. 6pm 

i. Allison Hess (UU@UN NYC) 

ii. Melvin Hardy (All Souls Unitarian Church in Washington, DC) 

iii. Carroll Webber (Greenville, NC) 

iv. Bill McPherson (University Unitarian Church in Seattle, ON) Invited Dennis Hayes 

to speak to the church on UN Sunday – he’s the creator of the first Earth Day 

v. Joanne Dufour (Olympia UU Church, WA)  

vi. Bruce Knotts (UU@UN NYC) 

vii. Janet Bendowitz (UU Congregation at Shelter Rock, NY) 

II. UN News 

a. The global protests and actions in response to the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis 

have been extensive across the world. This is also showing up prominently at the United 

Nations where diplomats and civil society organizations are drawing attention to 

discrimination faced by People of African Descent all over, not just in the U.S. A group of 

senior leaders in the UN who are African or of African descent published a letter on 

Friday expressing their outrage at systemic racism, and highlighting the need for the UN 

to do more than just offer condemnation. Here’s an article which includes their letter. 

b. The UN Human Rights Council convened in person on Monday for the first time since 

COVID-19 began. A proposal put forth from the African Group calls for an urgent 

meeting to discuss systemic racism, police brutality, and violence against peaceful 

protesters, which will convene on Wednesday, June 17 at 3pm Geneva time. (This is 

9am Eastern.) It will be streamed live at that time on UN Web TV and the recording can 

also be watched afterwards: http://webtv.un.org/ (make sure the language tab under 

the video is set to English if you don’t understand French) 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/06/1066242
http://webtv.un.org/


i. Terry: Not a lot of consciousness here about BLM action that’s happening 

around the world. There ought to be some way of publicly shaming countries 

that are not living up to the values of the UN.  

ii. Ron: Should be the job of media to play that role 

iii. Nasreen: Governments are often responsible for repression of media, keeping 

certain things secret. 

iv. Jeannie: Nowadays cameras and cellphones are changing things, allowing videos 

of all kinds of things to become public, allowing us to more effectively hold 

government to account. 

v. BJ: Can we watch the Human Rights Council meeting?  

1. Yes! See above for Wed. mtg info. Here’s the link to the full meeting 

from June 15 Human Rights Council. The beginning includes an overview 

of the health precautions which is sort of interesting, but – like a lot that 

happens at the UN – quite dry. You can use the menu bar at the right to 

jump to certain chapters to hear from specific representatives; the part 

mentioned that refers to the work that addresses structural racism and 

violence in policing is presented by Burkina Faso rep. Dieudonné W. 

Désiré Sougouri.  

2. It’s normal for the WebTV programs to be available to watch in all 6 

languages which are: English, French, Spanish, Russian, Chinese 

(Mandarin), and Arabic.  

a. Unfortunately it looks like the only options for this one are 

English and whatever the original language spoken was. 

b. One of the victims of UN budget cuts has been translation 

services      

vi. Mel: Response to unrest and protest seeking to spotlight issues of brutality 

around the world, International Peace Bureau. Good to know letter is coming 

out from UU Office at.  

vii. Bruce: Letter (mentioned above) is from over 20 high-raking officials. All 

signatories of this letter are people who report directly to the Secretary-

General. One name that popped out is Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus from the WHO. 

Discrimination against People of African Descent has been ongoing for hundreds 

of years. Seeing the video of George Floyd’s murder sparked an uprising of this 

deep well of pain which is global from the legacy of slavery, colonialism, and so 

much more. Haitian revolution created the first Black nation in the western 

hemisphere and as soon as Haiti came into being, white nations marginalized it, 

refused to help it at all. Anti-Black racism is global and systemic.  

viii. Melvin: re: globalizing the matter of injustices against African Americans: there’s 

a big tension that needs to be addressed relating to China’s treatment of 

Africans and people of African descent in China, as well as aggressive land grabs 

by China in many parts of the African continent.  

1. Bruce: most powerful member of the UN at the moment is China, while 

for many years this was the U.S. Under normal circumstances one could 

depend on the U.S. government to check China and Russia especially on 

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/human-rights-council/watch/item5-general-debate-contd-35th-meeting-43rd-regular-session-human-rights-council/6164281654001
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/human-rights-council/watch/item5-general-debate-contd-35th-meeting-43rd-regular-session-human-rights-council/6164281654001


human rights concerns such as Mel raised. This is certainly not the case 

during the Trump administration. Hopes that if Joe Biden were to be 

elected he would bring a stronger presence at the U.S. Mission to the 

UN.  

a. Very terrible treatment of African students in China, and there 

are no flights to even allow them to get out and return home.  

b. China land-grab in Africa: doesn’t benefit the people, but 

instead funds from China go to corrupt governments. 

c. Bruce: Secretary-General Guterres called several weeks ago for a global ceasefire during 

the pandemic. The UN security Council has tried to endorse the S-G’s statement and 

hasn’t been able to do so because of conflict between China and the U.S. Bruce has 

talked to several missions on the security council and there’s a great deal of frustration 

because they’d like to endorse this resolution but these two states who have veto 

power will not agree. 

i. Joanne: Presumably U.S. hasn’t stopped any military activity? 

ii. Bruce: I think that’s right. Yemen is the most critical condition at the moment. 

Some mediation attempts to stop the fighting in Yemen. Proxy war between 

Iran and Saudi Arabia (with U.S. supporting Saudi Arabia and Russia supporting 

Iran) and the people who are suffering are the people of Yemen.  

d. Bruce: UN is committed to operating virtually through September. HLPF in July will be 

virtual and the start of General Assembly will also be virtual – Heads of States have been 

invited to email their speeches. Permanent representatives will be invited to come by 

themselves – normally come with several staff people – in order to keep the General 

Assembly Hall spaced out. The real work of the GA actually happens after the Heads of 

State leave, and it extends through mid-December. We don’t yet know how that part of 

the UN’s work will proceed in the fall. UN is committed to following guidance from NY 

State governor and NY City Mayor. Expectation is that the UN will try to open up after 

the first two weeks of UNGA.  

e. Upcoming in early July is the High-Level Political Forum to assess progress towards the 

Sustainable Development Goals. There’s concern as we go into the Decade for Action 

(deadline to achieve the SDGs is 2030, so 2020 launches this final decade to accomplish 

the goals!) that work to address the COVID-19 pandemic has set the world back in its 

work on the SDGs. For example a lot of single-use masks and other PPE are now clogging 

up oceans and waterways. We need to find sustainable solutions to all of our global 

problems including the pandemic.  

III. From the UU@UN: 

a. Two stellar interns started this week for their virtual UU@UN summer internships. This 

is the first time we’re doing an all-virtual internship and we hope it will be successful 

since almost all meetings and conferences this summer will be taking place online 

anyways. 

b. UN Sunday resources will be all online this year, focusing on the theme of climate justice 

but also including content honoring the UN’s 75th anniversary. Look for resources later 

this month at www.uua.org/unsunday!  

http://www.uua.org/unsunday


c. From the International Office, will be hosting a webinar series in the fall about 

Unitarian/Universalist colonial legacy and asking the question: Are we an imperial faith? 

Co-led alongside ICUU and UUPCC. 

i. BJ: imperialism is also about speciesism. Domination of one group (humans) 

over all other species.  

ii. Allison: yes – this came up during our Intergenerational Spring Seminar: we 

can’t just think about human rights when it comes to climate justice, we also 

need to pay attention to the rights of other living things and of the planet itself.  

IV. Questions and discussion re: UN & global topics: 

a. BJ: Today is the UN United Nations Desertification and Drought Day. Learn more:  

https://www.unccd.int/news-events/desertification-and-drought-day  

b. Terry: Fascinating story about the Irish & Navajo Nation 

i. During the Irish potato famine a coalition of Native American tribes sent ~$187 

(at the time) to Ireland to help people survive. The Irish had spread that 

knowledge. Now Irish immigrants in the U.S. have contributed to a GoFundMe 

to support the Navajo Nation in their Covid response and raised (over 

$3million?).  

c. Jeannie: Hurrah for SCOTUS decision about LGBT Human Rights in the workplace! How 

does this impact the UN or our offices work at the UN? 

i. Allison: Not so much impact on our office’s strategies other than being able to 

lift this story up as an example, but it is hoped that this will see ripple effects 

around the world as LGBTQ activists are inspired by what’s happening in the 

U.S. and our good news can add momentum to the global movement. Also 

some concern about backlash in the opposite direction from countries that 

respond to this by further limiting the rights of LGBTQ population in their 

nations. Keeping an eye on that. Yesterday in honor of Pride Month the UN 

shared this graphic & info from the Free & Equal campaign (clearly a reference 

to SCOTUS decision but not explicitly so) 

d. What’s going on with the 75th Anniversary of the UN? 

i. Bruce: there have been many UN consultations on what we want the UN to look 

like, which are all fed to the UN. Bruce was a keynote speaker with a meeting of 

UNAUSA MidAtlantic Region about this. Many formal gatherings and celebratory 

events are getting pushed to next year (also the NPT review conference) 

ii. Share the info about UN75 Global Conversations – they have a toolkit you can 

use to host a conversation locally about the future of the UN.  

https://www.un.org/en/un75/join-conversation  

V. Local & Congregational programs going on: 

a. Melvin: In Washington DC looking at Hiroshima-Nagasaki Week 3-10 August. A coalition 

of folks will still hold the events including a vigil in the evening of August 5 as well as an 

action on August 8 in front of Saint John’s church (which was the scene of the atrocity of 

last week with protesters at Lafayette Park). Pax Christi is leading a Ribbon Campaign 

which will be done virtually. Mel is trying to get All Souls DC involved with that as well. 

Going through virtual platforms during this time of pandemic also presents an 

opportunity to build coalitions differently from how we have in the past which is pretty 

https://www.unccd.int/news-events/desertification-and-drought-day
https://www.facebook.com/unitednations/photos/a.89524425819/10158743991580820/?type=3&theater
https://www.un.org/en/un75/join-conversation


exciting. More about the Ribbon Campaign: 

https://www.theribboninternational.org/theribbon/ribbon-history.html  

b. Nasreen: Been part of UUCLB for about 6 years. Nasreen will be joining some 

congregants to host a service on July 5. The service will bring together everything about 

social and racial justice, connecting to Black Lives Matter, and featuring poetry from 

Rumi and Maya Angelou and more. People of Color in the congregation are working on 

this along with white people in the congregation as well. This will be Nasreen’s first 

service that she’s actually participating in leading – very excited.  

i. Protests sparked by the killing of George Floyd have been a catalyst for action in 

the congregation – put our masks on and get out. DO something not just say 

something.  

ii. New minister will be starting on August 1st, Rev. Lissa Gundlach! 

c. BJ: San Marcos church didn’t sponsor the protest and march in San Marcos but were 

very much a part of it including the minister. Recent sermon was on compassion which 

the minister addressed very nicely.  

i. BJ also attends the Wildflower UU Church for their environmental work. 

Watched the Michael Moore film Planet of the Humans which you can find 

online to watch for free. Now getting ready for a screening of the film Endgame 

2050. (not to be confused with the Avengers Endgame movie!!) 

ii. SMUUF has a Friday Night Group which has had discussion about police reform 

and Black Lives Matter – trying to do what they can.  

iii. Jeannie: A lot of people in the group have highly recommended 13th on Netflix 

about the 13th Amendment.  

iv. And they’ve had a book group on Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. Incredible 

book and anyone can watch the movie online for free from several platforms.  

d. Joanne: Involved in a nuclear weapons abolition effort which got started in the church in 

Olympia Washington. Joanne’s part of teaching a course on Zoom, split into four 2-hour 

sessions. Being offered twice a week for free! Arsenals and low-yield nukes are local, so 

this is a big issue locally. After conducting the course a couple of times in person and 

now online, the team is now are offering this course nationally and would love to have 

you join (here’s info!). There’s a Tuesday night session and Saturday morning/afternoon 

session (depending on your time zone) so you can choose which one works best for you.    

e. Janet: So Zoom savvy! Lots and lots of programs going on through the congregation. 

Janet has recently been appointed by the Veatch Board of Governors. There are 180 

organizations and movements that they fund, social justice is the main emphasis. Many 

different efforts re: COVID-19 including aiding service providers, immigrants who can’t 

access gov’t support, Movement for Black Lives Mutual Aid Fund, and many more. 

UUCSR is a Green Sanctuary and is very active with climate justice efforts. Also UUCSR is 

very active in the 8th Principle movement to explicitly address ending racism.  

f. Bill: Recently joined the Board for UU Ministry for Earth! There are a few programs that 

UUMFE is hosting at UUA GA which will be on-demand (not live). Register for GA if you 

can! It’s much cheaper than usual and you don’t have to pay for a hotel. Check out GA 

offerings from UUMFE: https://www.uumfe.org/get-involved/general-assembly-2020/  

VI. Adjourn 

https://www.theribboninternational.org/theribbon/ribbon-history.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk11vI-7czE
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt12292428/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt12292428/
https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/ocanw_nw_course_in_july_2020.pdf
https://www.uumfe.org/get-involved/general-assembly-2020/

