Journeys of the Spirit, Tapestry of Faith Toolkit Book – Supplement 2

Trip Expectations and Rules
Note to Leaders: Since it is not possible to create a set of rules to address every possible scenario on the mission trip, it is important to create an absolute expectation that all youth participants will respect and adhere to the leadership of the adult trip advisors. Although many parents and caretakers believe their youth are empowered to make their own decisions, they must also acknowledge the trial-and-error learning process of youth. A mission trip is not the place to test limits. Give utmost importance to the needs and logistics of managing a group, not individuals. If a youth or adult does not understand or agree with the trip expectations, the issue should be addressed prior to the departure date. During the trip, adult advisors will need compliance from the whole team to keep each and all participants safe and on task. The trip is not the time to sort out differences of opinion that are unrelated to the completion of the mission.

Participating in a mission trip will provide you opportunity to view the world through a different lens and help you understand some ways to put your Unitarian Universalist faith into action and make a difference in the world. Even before you get on the plane, you will feel like part of a great team that has worked together for a common goal. With each other’s support, you will likely feel your “search for truth and meaning” is making the questions bigger and the call to action stronger. While not impossible, to have such an experience at home is difficult; in familiar surroundings, you must deal with the responsibilities of daily routines. One of the most surprising and profound aspects of a mission trip is the joy of being part of a larger experience, one you share with friends you make in just a couple of days. Just a few days of working, playing, and laughing with friendly local children and youth will change you forever.

The general rules and expectations are:

•
Do not bring anything that is not on the packing list without prior approval.

•
Local cultural expectations of dress and behavior will be followed and doctrine/mission of site staff will be respected. (Note: Use discretion in bringing T-shirts with writing on them.)
•
Be polite and respectful.

•
Always clean up after yourselves.

•
Take initiative during this trip by noticing or asking what needs to be done; it will not be the responsibility of the adults to direct youth.

•
No leaving the group at any time.

•
No weapons of any kind.

•
Drugs, drinking, and smoking are not permitted.

•
No disobedience to a trip advisor or site foreperson.

•
Differences of opinions should be addressed respectfully and directly.

•
No swearing, offensive language, or cultural slurs.

•
No sexualized behavior and no exclusive behavior (cliques).

•
All youth must be willing to comply with team leadership. 

Please note that if anyone violates any of the mission trip rules and expectations, parent(s) will be informed immediately. A violation may result in a one-way ticket back home at your own expense. Participation in this trip indicates your agreement with adult team leadership to follow these rules and expectations.

The mission trip advisors are available to discuss rules and expectations in advance of the trip. 

I’ve read the above and agree to all the expectations.

Youth Signature 


Parent Signature
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