
2025 UUA 
Certification Report

An Overview of Congregational Data and Trends



What is Certification?

• A required process for Member Congregations

• Determines how many General Assembly voting delegates a congregation gets

• Collected January & February 2025

• Mostly reflects data from 2024 from Member Congregations

• An incomplete view of our UU community

Notice errors? Send them to dataservices@uua.org.



Counting Congregations

1,081 Total UU Congregations and Communities Served

This includes:

• 1,000 Member Congregations

• 24 Emerging Congregations

• 36 Covenanting Congregations

• 21 International Congregations and Communities

Note: These numbers shift as the UUA learns of new and dissolved congregations. Additionally, 
there are many more international communities. This report tracks those with historical 
membership.



Noted Community Changes

New Communities (4)

• Mountain UUs, CA

• West Georgia UUs, GA

• UU Coastside Community, CA

• Temple of Hekate Apotropaia, 

UT

Dissolved Communities (7)

• UU Congregation of the Shoals, AL

• All Souls Free Religious Fellowship, IL

• Lakeshore Unitarian Society, IL

• UU Congregation in Andover, MA

• Prairyerth UU Fellowship, NY

• UU Congregation of the South Bay, NY

• RePioneering Church, SC
NEW: Full list going back to 2017 can be 
found in the report.



Congregational Staffing Numbers



Congregational W-2 Staff Benefits

Learn more about these programs at https://hrforuus.uua.org/help.



Financial Health

Highlights

• Pledges

• Endowments

• Long-Term Debt

• Rent Income / Building Ownership



Financial Health: Pledges & Average Pledge Size

• The number of individual 

and family pledges 

are down over the past 

10 years. But the decline 

appears to have 

stopped.

• Average pledges are up 

43% from

$1,492 in 2015 to

$2,134 in 2025.



Financial Health: Endowments

• UU congregational endowments and reserves continue to grow and total $1.25 billion—

up 58% from 2016



Fiscal Health: Long-Term Debt

• Long-term debt continues to shrink from $113 million in 2016 to $66.8 million in 2025.



Financial Health: Rent Income/Building Ownership

• Building Ownership may be on the decline.

• Rental/Building use income is rising, but slowing.



Membership, Religious Education, & Participation

Highlights:

• Membership

• Membership by Congregation Size

• RE Enrollment

• Religious Education Non Enrolled



Congregation Size Distribution



Membership
• Membership shifted slightly across the regions.

• 446 congregations saw growth, including 211 that had two consecutive years of growth, 

and 81 with three consecutive years of growth.



Membership by Cong Size

• New way to look at membership

• Our largest and smallest 

congregations are shrinking.



Religious Education Non Enrolled

Non Enrolled includes 
day/summer camps, special 
events, volunteer opportunities, 
drop-in spaces, OWL (if separate 
from RE enrollment), or other 
programming.



Religious Education Enrollment



Congregational Diversity & Demographics
799 congregations participated, down from 825 in 2024.

• Increase in BIPOC 

paid full/part-time 

and 

admin/facilities 

staff.

• Other shifts are 

likely due to a 

reduction in the 

number of 

congregations 

who responded to 

the survey.



Congregational Questionnaire

Provides UUA staff with some insight into congregational engagement 

with UUA staff, events, and programming.

Provides congregations a great way to see how others are engaging and 

to learn about programs or services they could be utilizing. 

Highlights

• More social justice work, less conflict, less mission focus.

• Majority found the UUA helpful, but still work to do

• How the UUA can help



Has the UUA been helpful?
(shaded areas increased over 2024)



Has the UUA been helpful?
(shaded areas decreased over 2024)



How the UUA Can Help Congregations



Thank You!

Larry Stritof

Director of ITS

lstritof@uua.org

UUA Data Services

dataservices@uua.org

Megan Foley

Deputy Director of Congregational Life

mfoley@uua.org

Nancy McDonald Ladd

Director of Communications & Public Ministry

nmcdonaldladd@uua.org
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