
March 8th, 2023

We, the Board and Undersigned Members of the Liberal Religious Educators Association
(LREDA) are deeply troubled by the wave of hate sweeping the United States, targeted at our
queer families, most especially families with trans, nonbinary and/or gender exploring children
and youth.  We express our unequivocal support and love for the trans people in our lives: our
families, our colleagues, and the children, youth, and adults we serve.

We call on congregations to mobilize.  We call on congregations to offer the course Transgender
Inclusion in Congregations from the Transforming Heart Collective, and continue the work of
moving towards inclusion of all those with targeted identities.  We call on congregations to
support our families with gender exploring children by investing in religious education resources
specifically for them - including books, trainings, and pastoral support. We call on congregations
to offer tangible support to Unitarian Universalist families who are fleeing states attacking their
children’s right to exist.  We call on congregations to not only offer Our Whole Lives to their
church community, but to their wider community as well.

We call on the UUA to mobilize.  We call on the UUA to mobilize all staff groups to identify what
is in their staff group’s purview to implement that will support our trans families.  We call on the
UUA to use its prophetic pedestal and champion trans families in a publicity campaign - our
progressive religious voice must be used to counteract the conservative religious voices driving
these campaigns.  We call on the UUA to make financial resources available for Unitarian
Universalist families forced to move to another state to protect their children from hate.  We call
on the UUA to make trainings freely available, led by trans, nonbinary, and/or genderqueer
educators, for volunteers and staff in local congregations to support their work with trans and/or
nonbinary youth and supporting trans families.

We call on ourselves, LREDA members, including religious educators, those serving music
ministry, administrators and ministers, to mobilize.  We call on ourselves to recognize the
important relationships we have with those most directly impacted by these dehumanizing
actions. Now is a time to center these voices, to listen, and to ask what is most needed. We call
on you, colleagues, to expand the diversity of our congregational libraries and to incorporate
more stories featuring trans, nonbinary, and genderqueer characters in our Times for All Ages.

https://lreda.org/HOME
https://www.transformingheartscollective.org/online-courses
https://www.transformingheartscollective.org/online-courses
https://www.transformingheartscollective.org/


We call on all of us to lift up the experiences and needs of our trans, nonbinary and
genderqueer colleagues and to ensure our professional organizations are offering pastoral
support to trans colleagues.

How are you responding to the call?

It takes a village to raise a child.  It takes every Unitarian Universalist to protect our trans
families.  We all can do more and we all have a part to play.  Let’s mobilize.

-Signed,

Aisha Hauser, LREDA President, Co-Lead on the Ministry Team, Church of the Larger
Fellowship
Mx. Katharine Childs, LREDA President Elect, DRE, Unitarian Church of Montreal
Lauren Wyeth, LREDA Vice President, Director of Spiritual Growth for All Ages, First
Universalist Church of Minneapolis
Tuli Patel, LREDA Treasurer, Executive Director, Beacon UU Congregation in Summit, NJ
Tim Atkins, LREDA Secretary, DLRE, First Unitarian Church of Oklahoma City
Kirsten Hunter, LREDA Leadership Development, Director of Lifespan Ministries, South Church
UU, Portsmouth, NH
Lauren Strauss, LREDA Professional Support, DRE, First Parish in Framingham UU,
Framingham MA
Courtney McKenny, LREDA Continental Events, DLFD, Unitarian Universalist Church of
Birmingham & Unitarian Universalist Church of Tuscaloosa
Juliet Donaldson, LREDA Executive Director, Franklin, MA

Additional Signatories:

Eleanor VanDeusen Foothills Unitarian Church Fort Collins CO

Karishma Gottfried The Sanctuary Boston Boston MA

Catherine Williamson First Unitarian Church of Wilmington Wilmington DE

Tina Lesley-Fox First Unitarian Universalist Society of Syracuse Syracuse NY

Richard S Gilbert First Universalist of Rochester, NY (Member) Rochester NY

Andrea James, Managing Director, Mirth and Dignity Winnipeg Manitoba

Ember Kelley Fourth Universalist Society New York NY

Poppy Rees Champlain Valley UU Society Middlebury VT

Jessica Zimmer First Universalist Unitarian Church of Wausau Wausau WI

Martha Durkee-Neuman First Parish in Malden, Unitarian Universalist Malden MA

Kathy E. Smith, CRE Unitarian Church of Baton Rouge Baton Rouge LA

Twinks First Parish Brewster Brewster MA



Tracy Sprowls UU Fellowship of Centre County State College PA

Elizabeth E Bromley
The First Unitarian Universalist Church of Berks
County Reading PA

Rev. Judy Tomlinson Orange Coast UU Church Costa Mesa CA

Correna M. Ness Unitarian Church of Harrisburg Harrisburg PA

Shannon Boston All Souls Unitarian Church Tulsa OK

Gina Campellone Unitarian Universalist Society:East Manchester CT

Sarah Ahrens First UU Fellowship Hunterdon County Baptistown NJ

Kathleen Murphy UU Fellowship of Mobile Mobile AL

Carolyn Stevens,DRE Southwest Unitarian Universalist Church North Royalton OH

Allison Faber
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Brazos
Valley Bryan TX

Cindy Hastings Sakaan Church of the River Memphis TN

Meagan Henry First Unitarian Congregational Society Brooklyn NY

Mx Thomas Earthman Denton TX

Cindy Dillard, Director of
Children's & Youth Ministry Unitarian Universalist Church of Greensboro Jamestown NC

Rachel Craine
Unitarian Iniversalist Congregation of theNew
River Valley Blacksburg VA

Molly Lemen UU Fellowship of Fairbanks Fairbanks AL

Cathy Seggel Providence RI

Jane Podell
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the
Hudson Valley

Croton on
Hudson NY

Tanya Webster UUs of San Mateo San Mateo CA

Jane Podell UU Catskills Kingston NY

Jean Eileen Wiant First Unitarian Church of Philadelphia Philadelphia PA

Kelly Stokes First Unitarian Universalist Church of Austin Austin TX

Rev. Elizabeth Mount The UU Church of Cheyenne Cheyenne WY

Jess Hunt Church of the Larger Fellowship Everywhere

Leigh Ann Luscan First Unitarian Universalist Church of Richmond Richmond VA

Barb Friedland All Peoples Louisville KY

Rev. Molly Hammerhand First Unitarian Universalist Society Syracuse NY

Mandy Neff First Unitarian Church of Providence Providence RI

Allison Wyeth

DRE, First Unitarian Society of Minneapolis &
DRE, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of La
Crosse Minneapolis MN



Elizabeth Cogliati Unitarian Universalist Church in Idaho Falls Idaho Falls ID

Catherine Farmer Loya Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church Knoxville TN

Rev. Elizabeth A. Harding Second Unitarian Church of Chicago Chicago IL

Helen Cassara

DRE, Unitarian Universalist Church of
Tallahassee & MASC Candidate, Starr King
School for the Ministry Tallahassee FL

Sarah Osborne Neshoba UU Church Cordova TN

Devin Shmueli First Unitarian Universalist Society in Newton Newton MA

Tony Bianca First UU San Diego San Diego CA

Rev. Monica Dobbins First Unitarian Church, Salt Lake City UT

Lauren Farley Foothills Unitarian Church Fort Collins CO

Sam Wilson Winchester Unitarian Society Winchester MA

QuianaDenae Perkins
UU Ministerial Aspirant, Starr King School of
Ministry Ann Arbor MI

Rev. Tony Lorenzen Mattatuck UU Society and UU Church in Meriden Woodbury CT

Jessica Dunn Safonof UU Congregation of the South Jersey Shore Pomona NJ

Deborah Little Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Stony Brook East Setauket NY

Susan Kelly Caldwell
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church of
Shreveport, Louisiana Shreveport LA

Ryan Doppelmayr Unitarian Universalist Church in Eugene Eugene OR

Darlene
Anderson-Alexander

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Northern
Westchester Mt. Kisco NY

Rebecca Strum Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society Middlebury VT

Ruth Ellen Gibson
Community Church of Chapel Hill Unitarian
Universalist. Chapel Hill NC

Stephen Caldwell All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church Shreveport LA

Sara Phinney Kelley UU Congregation of the Susquehanna Valley Northumberland PA

Courtney Sinha, DLE First Unitarian Universalist Church Lynchburg VA

Jen Shattuck
Family Worship Coordinator, Sanctuary Boston /
RE Assistant Unitarian Church of Barnstable

Boston and
Barnstable MA

Rose Couet-Pascoe Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Phoenix Phoenix AZ

Mary Carter-Vail DRE Summit Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Santee CA

Cynthia Williams First Parish Church of Groton Groton MA

Laurissa Hurst First Unitarian Church of Baltimore Baltimore MD

Virginia Gottman First Unitarian Church of Toledo Toledo OH

Danielle Lopez Unitarian Church in Charleston Charleston SC



Lauren Daniell Lauren Daniell Carrollton TX

Rev. Jim Lewis Eno River Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Durham NC

Jennifer Troy Papp UU Fellowship of Wayne County Wooster OH

Stella Anderson
First Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Ann
Arbor Ann Arbor MI

Dawn Star Sarahs-Borchelt Main Line Unitarian Church Devon PA

David Funderburk Greenville Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Greenville SC

Erin Powers Church of the Larger Fellowship Brandon FL

Kahla Childers Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Athens Athens GA

Rev. Dr. Randolph W.B.
Becker Retired Ridgefield CT

Andrea Perry Lerner Retired religious educator Breinigsville PA

Jen Del Deo South Church UU Portsmouth NH

Mary Shelden Church of the Larger Fellowship Lake in the Hills, IL

Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury Danbury, CT

Rev. Gregory L Stewart Retired Tulsa OK

Nic Kaplan Unitarian Universalist Society Coralville IA

Rev. Samaya Oakley South Fraser Unitarians Surrey, BC Canada

Patti Withers Emerson Unitarian Universalist (member) Houston TX

Dr. Mark Hicks Meadville Lombard Theological School Chicago IL

Carney McRae
First Universalist Church in Rockland & Midcoast
Unitarian Universalist Church

Rockland and
Damariscotta ME

Bridget Laflin, MDiv;
Director of Lifespan
Religious Education First Unitarian Universalist Church San Antonio TX

Kara Tyler Towson Unitarian Universalist Church Lutherville MD

Reverend Chris Buice Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church Knoxville TN

Christine Jarman Live Oak UUC Cedar Park TX

Karen Gonzalez
River of Grass Unitarian Universalist
Congregation Sunrise FL

Kate Holland First Parish in Wayland Wayland MA

Karen Childs Unitarian Universalist Society of Bangor Bangor ME

Jamaine Cripe Beacon UU Congregation in Summit Summit NJ

Rev. Charlotte Lehmann Bull Run Unitarian Universalists Manassas VA

Jennifer Blosser
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Harford
County Churchville MD

Carol A. Zimmerman UU Church of Canton, NY Canton NY



Ann Richards Mt. Vernon Unitarian Church Alexandria VA

Emmie Schlobohm Religious Educator at large Anacortes WA

Sarah Cannon All Souls Unitarian Church Indianapolis IN

Tanner Linden Church of the Larger Fellowship Boston MA

Amanda Uluhan East Shore Unitarian Church Bellevue WA

Beth Irikura River Road Unitarian Universalist Congregation Bethesda MD

Meghan Ross West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church Rocky River OH

Jennica Davis-Hockett UUA, Lifespan Faith Engagement Millcreek UT

Marie D Taylor
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the South
Jersey Shore Galloway NJ

Lynn Sodora Unitarian Universalists of the Cumberland Valley Boiling Springs PA

Mia Noren First Unitarian Church of Albuquerque Albuquerque NM

Kimi Floyd Reisch UU Santa Fe Santa Fe NM

Rev. Lyn Cox UU Congregation of Rockville Rockville MD

Katie Resendiz Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Phoenix Paradise Valley AZ

Cindy Leitner Retired religious education consultant
Bowen Island,
BC Canada

Rev. Mr. Barb Greve First Parish in Framingham Framingham MA

Gail L Forsyth-Vail North Parish Unitarian Universalist North Andover MA

Nicole McCabe UUCTC Lafayette IN

Austen Petersen Williamsburg Unitarian Universalists Williamsburg VA

Corinna Whiteaker-Lewis,
CRE San Gabriel UU Fellowship Georgetown TX

Gloria Miller Bay Area Unitarian Universalist Church Houston TX

Patrick F. Bowe Jr. Universalist Unitarian Church of Haverhill West Newbury MA

Amanda Esko First Unitarian Church of Salt Lake City Salt Lake City UT

Stephanie Kimball Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington Bloomington IN

Jewell Faamaligi Pacific Unitarian Universalist Church
Rancho Palos
Verdes CA

Kerry Anne Kilkelly The North Parish of North Andover North Andover MA

Jessica Laikeman Boulder Valley UU Fellowship Lafayette CO

Rev. Dr. Michelle A. Walsh First Parish Church Taunton MA

Kimberly Collins UU Congregation of Asheville Asheville NC

Rev. Deanna Vandiver
Church of the Larger Fellowship UU, UUSC, UU
College of Social Justice

Bainbridge
Island WA

Kathy Stevenson Quimper Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Port Townsend WA



Jesse K Greist Unitarian Society of New Haven Hamden CT

Clara G Kelley Boulder Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Lafayette CO

Robin Slaw UU Congregation of Columbia Columbia MD

Danielle Kozemczak First Unitarian Church of St. Louis St Louis MO

Jessica Harwood Unitarian Society of Northampton & Florence Northampton MA

Adena Dannouf UU Community Church Glen Allen VA

Rev. Brian Chenowith Unitarian Universalist Church of Lexington Lexington KY

Karen Hiebel Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Clemson Clemson SC

De Anna Hoyle LREDA Good Offices - member Pagosa Springs CO

Tad Bickford North Parish North Andover MA

Deborah Weiner Transitional Ministry Consultant Lexington MA

Jayleigh Lewis First Parish Brookline MA

Judith Frediani First Parish Bedford MA

Sharon Mignerey Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Durango Durango CO

Bradley Smith Emerson UU of Houston Houston TX

April Smith Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church Houston TX

Regina McConaghy Community Unitarian Universalist Church Pasco WA

Adrienne Summerlot
UU Congregation Columbus, IN and UU Church
of Lexington Columbus IN, KY

Donna Renfro Retired DRE and Minister Ocean View HI

Michael F. Bloom Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church Houston TX

Diane Melvin People's Church of Kalamazoo Kalamazoo MI

Emily Richards First Unitarian Society of Ithaca Ithaca NY

Chris Johns
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Fredericksburg Fredericksburg VA

Michelle A Richards Chalice Sparx Family Camp Elkhart IN

Leah Olive Emerson Houston Houston TX

Jacob King Church of the Larger Fellowship

Kinsey Shackelford First Unitarian Universalist Church of Austin Austin TX

Sadie Kahn-Greene Unitarian Universalist Church of Nashua Nashua NH

Daniel Pretz First Unitarian Church Baltimore MD

Lexie Brown Uuman Roswell GA

Chelsea Krafka Unitarian Church of Lincoln Lincoln NE

Elizabeth A. Thomas Emerson UUC Marietta GA

Marla McDaniel Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church Houston TX



Melissa Smith Eno River Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Durham NC

AnnieRoger Yeager
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Greater
Naples Naples FL

Jessica Smith Unitarian Fellowship of Peterborough
Peterborough,
Ontario Canada

Elizabeth Kavanaugh
Murphy First Parish in Framingham UU Framingham MA

Kathy Silver New Hope UU Congregation New Hudson MI

Sheila Schuh First Unitarian Church of Rochester, NY Rochester NY

Gabrielle Farrell Many DC Area

Linnea Nelson First Unitarian Church of Orlando (Lay member) Orlando Fl

Marissa Evans First Parish Church of Stow and Acton Stow MA

Amanda Nerone
Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist
Congregation Springfield IL

Rev J Sylvan Bay Area UU Church Houston TX

Rev. Laura Shennum First UU Society of San Francisco San Francisco CA

Rev. Jennifer Kelleher Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Princeton Princeton NJ

Gregory Stewart Retired Tulsa OK

Dana R Poss UU Church of the North Hills Pittsburgh PA

Skyla King-Christison Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Corvallis Corvallis OR

Dawn MacKechnie
Unitarian Church of Barnstable, Unitarian
Universalist Barnstable MA

Beryl Aschenberg Follen Church Lexington MA

Rev. Dr. Cynthia L. Landrum First Parish Church of Stow and Acton Stow MA

Anna Tulou Unitarian Universalist Congregation Blacksburg VA

Hanna Kiely, DRE UU Corpus Christi Corpus Christi TX

Rev. Caitlin Cotter Coillberg,
Minister of Spiritual Growth Unitarian Universalist Church of Silver Spring Silver Spring MD

Mark L Mohundro Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church Knoxville TN

Kate Sullivan First Parish UU Church Duxbury MA

Rev. Emily Gage
Unity Temple Unitarian Universalist Congregation
in Oak Park, Illinois Oak Park IL


