
Now available  

to pre-order! 

Faith on Trial: Religion and the Law in the United States 

Books about religion and the law tend to be highly technical or aimed 
primarily at religious conservatives. In Faith on Trial: Religion and the Law 
in the United States, legal scholar and Unitarian Universalist minister Mark 
J. T. Caggiano argues that concerns about separation of church and state 
often serve to silence the viewpoints of religious progressives, many of 
whom exit the conversation in the hope of protecting important social 
issues from religious infighting. But it is impossible 
to win a debate that you never join, and as Caggiano 
writes, it is paramount in these times that “religious 
liberals and progressives cultivate and refine an 
ability to articulate the need for moral changes 
within the political system. That goal will require  
an understanding of the law as well as a moral 
vision for the world.” 

Complete with historical context, legal analysis, and 
specific examples of cases and statutes, Faith on 
Trial is an invitation to religious progressives and 
moderates to help put social progress and inclusion 
at the center of the national conversation about 
religion and the law. 

 

Mark J. T. Caggiano currently serves as minister   
at First Church in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts. A 
former lawyer, he is a graduate of Harvard College 
and Harvard Divinity School and received his Juris 
Doctor from Boston College Law School. He is also 
an adjunct faculty member at Boston College Law 
School, teaching First Amendment law concerning 
matters of religious rights and the separation of 
church and state. 

https://www.uuabookstore.org/Faith-on-Trial-P19040.aspx
https://www.uuabookstore.org/Faith-on-Trial-P19040.aspx
https://www.uuabookstore.org/Faith-on-Trial-P19040.aspx


Skinner House Memoirs for Summer Reading 

In Between: Memoir of an Integration Baby—You may know Rev. 
Mark D. Morrison-Reed from his groundbreaking books on Black 
Unitarian Universalist history but did you know he also wrote a 
memoir of his own life’s story? In Between is a powerful account     
of growing up Black during the era of the civil rights movement   
and details Rev. Morrison-Reed’s experiences as one of the first 
Black Unitarian Universalist ministers.  

Stubborn Grace: Faith, Mental Illness, and Demanding a Blessing—
With unflinching honesty and humor in the vein of Cheryl Strayed 
and David Sedaris but a raw tenderness all her own, Rev. Kate 
Landis chronicles the hardest parts of her young adulthood as     
well as her poignant journey to faith and community.  

And we’re thrilled to announce an upcoming new edition of: 

Swinging on the Garden Gate: A Memoir of Bisexuality and Spirit—    
A stunning memoir of coming of age and coming out bisexual from 
award-winning writer and teacher Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew. It’s 
available to pre-order from inSpirit: The UU Book and Gift Shop! 

August’s Goodreads Book Club Pick 

August’s group read is Shelter in This Place: Meditations on 2020, 
edited by Rev. Meg Riley. 2020 was a year unlike any other. A 
year of masks and marches. A tale of two pandemics, COVID-19 
and the deep-rooted pandemic of white supremacy and 
structural racism. Shelter in This Place, the 2021 volume of the 
inSpirit Series, is an anthology of poems, prayers, and reflections 
from Unitarian Universalists about their experiences of 2020—
offered as a testament to our collective grit and grief, rage and 
resistance, love and loneliness. With readings that come from a 
variety of perspectives, identities, and geographies, and that 
were written throughout the long year, Shelter in This Place 
captures the complex reality of 2020.  And yet despite the grief 
and loss collected in these pages, the writers describe resilience 
and joy too. They take solace in the birth of ducklings and the 
unfurling of new leaves. They persevere. 
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