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INTRODUCTIONS

• I’m not a lawyer. 

• I like puzzles. 

• Tech / Host / Question Team: 
Rev. Sharon Dittmar, Kathy 
Charles, Amy Kent

• Special Guest: Rev. Erika Hewitt



THE RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION

• Applies to worship services.  

• Does NOT apply to streaming. 

• See https://www.uua.org/worship/copyright.  Let’s go look . . . 

https://www.uua.org/worship/copyright


STREAMING 

• When we evaluate streaming, we are not talking about the 
religious exemption anymore.  Technically.  

• We are now in the “fair use” area of law. 

• This is true no matter what platform you use, and 

regardless of whether or not the recording is saved.



FAIR USE 1

Purpose and character of the use, including whether the use is of a 
commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes: Courts look 
at how the party claiming fair use is using the copyrighted work, and are 
more likely to find that nonprofit educational and noncommercial uses 
are fair. This does not mean, however, that all nonprofit education and 
noncommercial uses are fair and all commercial uses are not fair; 
instead, courts will balance the purpose and character of the use 
against the other factors below. Additionally, “transformative” uses are 
more likely to be considered fair. Transformative uses are those that 
add something new, with a further purpose or different character, and 
do not substitute for the original use of the work.



FAIR USE 2

Nature of the copyrighted work: This factor analyzes 
the degree to which the work that was used relates to 
copyright’s purpose of encouraging creative expression. 
Thus, using a more creative or imaginative work (such 
as a novel, movie, or song) is less likely to support a 
claim of a fair use than using a factual work (such as a 
technical article or news item). In addition, use of an 
unpublished work is less likely to be considered fair.



FAIR USE 3

Amount and substantiality of the portion used in 
relation to the copyrighted work as a 
whole: Under this factor, courts look at both the 
quantity and quality of the copyrighted material 
that was used. If the use includes a large portion 
of the copyrighted work, fair use is less likely to 
be found; if the use employs only a small amount 
of copyrighted material, fair use is more likely. 
That said, some courts have found use of an 
entire work to be fair under certain circumstances. 
And in other contexts, using even a small amount 
of a copyrighted work was determined not to be 
fair because the selection was an important 
part—or the “heart”—of the work.



FAIR USE 4

Effect of the use upon the potential market for or value 
of the copyrighted work: Here, courts review whether, 
and to what extent, the unlicensed use harms the 
existing or future market for the copyright owner’s 
original work. In assessing this factor, courts consider 
whether the use is hurting the current market for the 
original work (for example, by displacing sales of the 
original) and/or whether the use could cause substantial 
harm if it were to become widespread.



Look, it’s a camel.



Owner Fair Use?
How to get 
permission

Sermon, prayer, 
ect.

The writer. NO Ask the writer.

Picture book The publisher YES, if. N/A

Film clips The studio NO Video License

Readings
The 

publisher/writer
YES, if N/A

Plays
The 

publisher/writer
Sometimes. Ask

Images The photographer NO Use free images

Music
Composer, 
publisher

NO Let’s talk about it!



YES, IF . . .  
“IF” YOU TRANSFORM THE 
WORK, COMMENT AND 
INCORPORATE IT INTO 

SOMETHING NEW.  

IN OTHER WORDS, IF THE 
WORSHIP IS GOOD.



YES, IF . . . 
“IF” MEANS FOR WORSHIP ONLY 

(INCLUDING STREAMED).
NOT FOR SEPARATE PODCASTS, 
BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, CONCERTS, 

OR EVENTS.





MUSIC

Music falls into four main categories. 

• Public Domain.  (75+ years old, usually)

• Licensed.

• UUA copyright. 

• None of the above. 



MUSIC LICENSES



MUSIC NOT IN THE HYMNALS

• Most is going to be licensed. 

• When you purchase the sheet music, purchase the option to stream or 
record.  (Sometimes called a “mechanical license.”)  

• How many copies of sheet music do you need to buy for a 20 
member choir? 

• Ask.  “I love your music and we’d like to perform it and stream it.  How 
can I send you money, and how much do you charge?  We want to be 
generous.”  A NOTE ABOUT EQUITY.



WORDS, MUSIC, HARMONY

• The UUA has two lists. One 
on their website identifies 
which element is PD, UUA, 
OL, CCS, or “ask.” 

• The other has the contact 
info if you need to ask.  This 
list is available on request. 



BE PATIENT

• There is no staff dedicated to this work. Be patient and 

considerate.  

• Even though I love you, I am not your staff, either.



THE LIST

• The first draft of this list was done by me, for my 

congregation, and I shared it freely with colleagues.

• http://bit.ly/UUHymnInfo.  Let’s go look!

http://bit.ly/UUHymnInfo


WHAT’S THE WORST THAT CAN 
HAPPEN?

• As long as you don’t offend the mouse, not much.

• YouTube flag.  This will happen even when you have permission!  
Submit that you have permission. Will not be allowed to monetize.  So 
what?

• Copyright holder asks for payment.  GREAT! Pay them, and ask them to 
put materials on license / contact UUA.

• Copyright holder asks for it to be taken down.  OK, edit that out.

• I know of NO churches that have been sued (unless by the mouse) 
ever, especially during the pandemic, for worship content. 
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Video and more Resources available at:
https://www.uua.org/leadership/library/copyright-worship

https://www.uua.org/leadership/library/copyright-worship
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