
Minutes 
Monthly Envoy Conference Calls 

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 3pm and 6pm Eastern 
 

I. Welcome & Introductions   
a. 3pm 

i. Allison Hess (UU@UN, NYC) 
ii. Bruce Knotts (UU@UN, NYC)  

iii. Terry Van Brunt (North Shore UU Society in Lacombe, LA) 
iv. Barry Lee (North Shore UU Society in Lacombe, LA) 
v. Jim Hemstock (First Unitarian Victoria, BC) 

vi. Peggy Montgomery (Unitarian Church of All Souls, NYC) 
vii. Anna Mone (Unitarian Church of All Souls, NYC) 

viii. Nasreen Gagner (UU Congregation of Long Beach, CA) 
ix. Ron Glossop (First Unitarian Alton, IL) 
x. Jeannie Lewis (San Marcos UU Fellowship, TX) 

xi. Jerry Ross (First Parish UU in Bedford, MA) 
xii. Marietta Tanner (UU Church of Arlington, VA) 

b. 6pm 
i. Allison Hess (UU@UN, NYC) 

ii. Bruce Knotts (UU@UN, NYC) 
iii. Phyllis Baxter (UU Church of North Hatley, QC) 
iv. Bill McPherson (University Unitarian Church Seattle, WA) 
v. PJ Deak (Unitarian Society of New Haven, CT) 

vi. Janet Bendowitz (UU Congregation at Shelter Rock, NY) 
vii. Markly Wilson (UU Congregation of Rock Tavern, NY) 

II. UN updates: 
a. Reflections on impact of U.S. presidential election on the UN and UU@UN work: 

i. A lot of hope at the UN that with a new U.S. administration, things will get 
better as far as support for human rights, climate action, peace, international 
collaboration and multilateralism generally. 

ii. Bruce arrived at the UU@UN in 2008 when Bush was still president, then the 
Obama administration came in.  

iii. The Obama years were the most interactive between any U.S. administration 
and the UN. The U.S. Mission was very collaborative with the NGO community 
at the UN. They were helpful and supported initiatives for LGBTQ rights and 
more. Obama was very engaged with the UN and the expectation is that that 
approach will return. Biden was Senate foreign relations committee chair for 
many years and held many diplomatic responsibilities in the Obama 
administration.  

1. When the Trump Administration took over, Peggy Kerry left U.S. Mission 
and was not replaced, so there’s no helpful contact at the U.S. Mission 
for NGOs.  

iv. Susan Rice (first UN ambassador under Obama) is being talked about as a 
possible Secretary of State. She was denied a hearing from the Senate when 
Obama nominated her for that post so Biden may have a similar issue. Whoever 
we get as UN ambassador will surely be good. 



v. The UN has been as disturbed by the current administration as we have. Trump 
has come to the UN and said that he hates globalists. The UN wants mutual 
cooperation on all these global issues (climate, migration, pandemic, etc.) and 
“America First” is very at odds with that. 

vi. Biden-Harris administration will need to bulk up a lot of departments that are 
demoralized, understaffed, and under resourced, like State Department and 
security organizations.  

vii. Expectation that the Biden-Harris Administration will get U.S. back immediately 
into the Paris Agreement, WHO, probably also the JCPOA (Iran Deal). Hopefully 
also would rejoin the Human Rights Council and UNESCO and have a better 
relationship with the International Criminal Court 

1. ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda – Bruce is friends with her and her 
husband Philip Bensouda – is not even being allowed to report to the 
UN because the U.S. administration won’t allow her a visa. Bruce 
doesn’t see the U.S. signing the Rome Statute and joining the ICC but 
definitely will have a more cooperative relationship. 

viii. A lot of us are concerned about what Trump may do in the last few weeks of his 
presidency. Article today in Pass Blue about how the U.S. sidelined African 
nominations in appointing a UN Envoy to Libya: 
https://www.passblue.com/2020/11/16/sidelining-africans-the-us-imposes-its-
own-choice-for-un-envoy-to-libya/  

ix. Bill: As a former foreign service officer who has worked with many UN agencies, 
has felt very disheartened over the last four years and Bill feels we will have a 
good chance to get back in a good place under the new administration.  

x. Bruce: Will have some allies at the UN that return to us, but perhaps with some 
skepticism. There’s going to be diplomatic relationship rebuilding to do.  

1. Markly: Other countries’ distrust is totally justified. 
2. Janet: No one knows what 2024 will bring. 

xi. Ron: Obama’s role?  
1. Bruce: Will certainly have a presence. Like Jimmy Carter – very active 

and engaged, just not in an official capacity 
b. COVID-19 infections are rising in many parts of the world and are hindering progress to 

combat other diseases and social issues that are part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 

III. Quick UU@UN updates: 
a. Spring Seminar theme for 2021 virtual event: “All In for Climate Justice: Food Equity and 

Sustainability” Not many details yet but stay tuned…  
i. Hoping to open registration in December 

ii. Seminar is all online April 9-11, 2021 
iii. Collaboration Group Facilitators will be recruited once registration opens 

1. Bill & Janet want to be involved again this year 
b. Other UU@UN events upcoming: 

i. December 8, 2020 Human Rights Day (Dec 10) event “The Right to Joy: Women 
of African Descent Ascending” Find details and register here: 
https://www.uua.org/international-justice/events/right-joy  

ii. Sustainable Fashion event coming in early 2021 – no date yet, but stay tuned. 
1. Marietta: Read an article recently (maybe in Sierra Club magazine) 

about clothing, learned how unsustainable synthetic fibers are. Rayon is 

https://www.passblue.com/2020/11/16/sidelining-africans-the-us-imposes-its-own-choice-for-un-envoy-to-libya/
https://www.passblue.com/2020/11/16/sidelining-africans-the-us-imposes-its-own-choice-for-un-envoy-to-libya/
https://www.uua.org/international-justice/events/right-joy


especially bad. Very good idea to get kids in the congregation involved 
through this topic.  

IV. UN Sunday – reflections and share-out 
a. Jerry: Congratulations to UU@UN on the great event celebrating the UN’s 75th 

anniversary. Ended up somewhat substituting First Parish Bedford’s UN Sunday.  
b. Jeannie: Bruce Knotts “came down” virtually for UN Sunday on Oct. 25. He was there 

live, but his sermon was pre-recorded. Very seamless with the pre-recorded section, and 
it was so great to have him there personally for other parts of the service 

c. Nasreen: Also had Bruce for the virtual UN Sunday on Oct. 25. Congregants said they 
used to have a UU Envoy at UUCLB decades ago, but the person left and never was 
replaced. Very happy to have UN Sunday again and have an Envoy, it was received very 
well.  

d. Marietta: Will do UN Sunday on December 13 for Human Rights Day, excited to collab 
with granddaughter 

e. PJ: Plans to do UN Sunday in January. Has a system now of including weekly messages 
from the UU@UN to the congregation and people seem to be participating! 

f. Bill: minister in the church did mention UN Sunday, talked about Waitstill and Martha 
Sharp who rescued people from the Nazis. Little known: Waitstill Sharp become a UN 
officer.  

g. Janet: Feeling fortunate that the congregation and ministerial team are very supportive 
of UN Sunday. Collaboration between minister, Youth Envoy, Janet, and Bruce! Theme 
was People, Power, Planet. Several members of the congregation shared readings, Clara 
(Youth Envoy) shared a reflection, used some of the UN Sunday sample order of service, 
included videos. Some congregants said it was one of the nicest services they’d been to.  

h. Phyllis: Nov. 8 UN Sunday. Very tiny church in North Hatley, had about 12 people on the 
zoom (including Allison as guest speaker) which was a bit disappointing. Appreciated 
being in charge of the UN Sunday service, wanted to make it relevant to today, not just 
talk about the UN. Shared a story from a film called “Something In the Water” about 
water injustice in Nova Scotia. Canada is home to lots of First Nation Indigenous 
communities that don’t have drinkable water due to pollution from industries set up 
near their communities. Used songs from the UN Sunday resources. The people who 
were there enjoyed it and were happy to be there. In Canada, sent donations through 
the CUC (hard to know how many people actually donated). 

V. Other topics to address 
a. Nasreen wants to share the Envoy role with Youth! How to attract youth who are part of 

the congregation but don’t come to services? 
i. Jerry: Get in touch with Religious Education leaders especially if there’s a youth 

group. Getting youth involved is difficult. Youths’ lives are very full, constantly 
have demands on them and it’s often a bit of a stretch to have them involved in 
the UN. Don’t necessarily meet frequently but the key is Spring Seminar. That 
allowed youth Envoys to connect with other youth, including those in the 
congregation who have attended the Seminar but aren’t necessarily Envoys.  

ii. Jim: The approach to recruit a Youth Envoy was bait and switch. Fundraise and 
book plane tickets to NYC, but then the in-person event was cancelled. 
Fundraising is easier this year with a virtual event (cheaper).   

1. Fundraising virtually: Invited a few congregants who are passionate 
about this and they were generous to donate. 



iii. Anna: Found out about being an Envoy not from church, but just through 
personal research about how to get involved with the United Nations 

iv. Terry: Recommend organizations like Sunrise Movement or Gulf Coast Center 
for Law and Policy (GCCLP founded by Colette Pichon Battle). Look for Sunrise in 
your community and invite them to do a service or a presentation! They’re very 
inspiring. 

1. Also: UN Sunday packet was useful for that service; might put together 
a youth-oriented packet of materials  

b. Marietta: said to Bruce how appreciated the articles he writes are. We should try very 
hard as Envoys to get an article every week in the church bulletin about the United 
Nations. Make sure people are aware of what the UN does. 

i. Allison: Subscribe to the UUA International Blog so you don’t miss new blog 
posts from our office: https://uua874.activehosted.com/f/1307 When the 
UU@UN doesn’t have anything new but you need something for your 
newsletter, check out UN News: www.un.org/news (also news.un.org) 

c. Terry: Accumulate worship materials that people can use in creating services in their 
congregations. Terry’s experience: you assimilate a lot of knowledge but not necessarily 
what that means spiritually. Need orgs that can solve problems globally. Need to 
promote the UN as a way to do that, talk about what they’ve done so far, and how to do 
that in the future. 

d. Jerry: Our concern is informing UUs, but also: connect to the community and not work 
in isolation. The problems UUs have in not knowing there’s a UN/UU@UN is 
symptomatic of our larger culture. Are there associations that promote the UN that we 
might link to? Yes! 

i. Marietta: UNA USA (https://unausa.org/) promotes the UN in the United States. 
Ted Turner is a major funder. Marietta has worked closely with the local chapter 
and they’ve helped with students that were involved with UU@UN. Very 
generous with their materials and toolkits etc. 

1. Allison: There are UNA USA chapters in lots of cities and regions. Check 
out where your closest one is: https://unausa.org/chapters/  

2. Also: UNA Canada: http://www.unac.org/  
ii. Terry: on Disarmament there are a lot of programs that are accessible to local 

action like getting a city government to approve disarmament treaties. Way of 
giving them a stake in what’s going on and educating the community. Thinking 
about targeting Abita Springs about signing on as a city to nuclear disarmament. 
Good to bring the subject into the community.  

e. Ron: My particular interest as a world citizen is as an Esperantist, Esperanto being a 
language developed deliberately to make it easy to learn and is a good way especially 
for young people to get involved as a global citizen. 

f. PJ: Trying to take a different approach this year re: how UU@UN fits into other things in 
the congregation. Take issues the UU@UN works on, e.g. climate, gun control, etc. and 
insert self into the groups in the congregation that are working on those things locally, 
and serve as a conduit from them to the UN. They lit up when they learned about what’s 
going at the UN and on the global level! Bring info from the UU@UN back to the 
congregation and then maybe those people will come to the Spring Seminar, and it 
becomes a partnership between UN and local action. Lots of collaboration between 
congregation and local organizations, would be great to link to global movements. 

https://www.sunrisemovement.org/?ms=SunriseMovement
https://www.gcclp.org/
https://www.gcclp.org/
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i. Allison: Will be working on assembling specific materials re: issues many 
congregations are addressing locally to help connect to UN/international level 

ii. Bill: works on UN issues through the Climate Action Team, very interested in the 
UN. Statewide action network JUUstice Washington – Bill is the climate lead on 
that working on statewide action. https://juustwa.org/  

g. Markly: Congregation is struggling on the issue of racial justice. A lot of sensitivity, 
anger, discomfort, and discovery around white fragility in the congregation.  

i. Janet: Congregation is very active on this and Janet will send resources to Allison 
(to pass along to Markly) 

ii. PJ: Check out the UUA Commission on Institutional Change’s report: Widening 
the Circle of Concern. Points out trends in the UUA overall and 
recommendations on how to be more inclusive and equitable as an association 
and as congregations. Buy the report in book form here: 
https://www.uuabookstore.org/Widening-the-Circle-of-Concern-P18686.aspx or 
read it online: https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/cic/widening  
or as a pdf: https://www.uua.org/files/pdf/w/widening_the_circle-
text_with_covers.pdf   

h. Bill: UUMFE is doing a workshop today on the 8th Principle & Climate Justice 
i. Phyllis: Every year the congregation does an activity around Human Rights Day in 

December called Write for Rights to send letters on behalf of wrongly imprisoned 
activists via Amnesty International.  

VI. Adjourn 
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