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Celebration of the Earth:  A Benefit Concert with Jim Scott 

Acclaimed acoustic guitarist and singer Jim Scott will perform an evening of his songs in 

“Celebration of the Earth” on Saturday evening, October 24, the International Day of Climate 

Action, at 7:00 at the Old Ship Church, 90 Main Street, Hingham, MA.   

Sponsored by the Old Ship Church (First Parish in Hingham, Unitarian Universalist), 

admission at the door is $10; children under 12 are free; sliding scale for low 

income/unemployed.  Proceeds will benefit the Weir River Woods project of the Hull Land 

Conservation Trust. 

With insight and more than a little humor, Scott makes his case for harmony in the world 

and with the earth with a jazz / world folk music styling and some great guitar technique in 

accompaniment.  Jim Scott's musical output runs from lyrical songs, and instrumentals, to choral 

compositions.  He has performed in the company of luminaries of the jazz and folk worlds.  He 

was a long time member of the Paul Winter Consort, sang their well known anthem "Common 

Ground" and was co-composer of their celebrated "Missa Gaia / Earth Mass."  The concert is 

also a homecoming for Jim, who attended Derby Academy, played percussion in the Hingham 

Symphony when he was in high school, and from time to time visited Old Ship. 

Pete Seeger said of Jim's guitar virtuosity "(Jim is) some kind of a magician." Paul 

Winter said of his long time collaborator "His music sings of the life spirit."  From his widely 

varied background, Scott considers himself a contemporary folk artist in the sense that folk 

music represents people with a positive and hopeful spirit. "Folk follows a long tradition of 

social commentary," Scott said. "It's the voice of the people. That's what I like to think I'm 

representing."  His musical, "The Tree and Me," has been staged at colleges in New York and 

Michigan.  He also performs for both children and adults, and has written songs with elementary 

school classes.  His "Big and Little Stuff - Songs for Kids" marks his 5th recording of original 

songs released on CD.  He has taught at numerous colleges, including Oberlin College in Ohio, 



and conducted workshops throughout the country.  “My messages are of ecology and social 

conscience, but also of optimism," Scott said. "I believe in the power of song and self-expression 

for change."         

Sponsored by Old Ship Church, this concert is part of the October 24 International Day of 

Climate Action sponsored by the group 350.org, founded by environmentalist Bill McKibben.  

This day of gatherings, rallies, and concerts is intended to highlight the importance of the 

number “350” in advance of international climate negotiations in Copenhagen in December.  350 

is the number parts per million of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere affirmed by many scientists 

to be the highest level safe for a sustainable global climate and ecosystem.  We have already 

exceeded that number, and these scientists believe we must reduce it in order to avert the worst 

of potential climate catastrophes.   

All are welcome to an evening of great music, positive spirit, and important action.  The 

church bell will ring 350 times at 6:50 to ring out the alarm and ring in the music.  Photos of the 

concert will be uploaded to the 350.org web site along with thousands of others from events 

around the world to be presented to the climate negotiators in advance of the Copenhagen 

summit.  

Old Ship Church, built in 1681, is a national historic landmark and is the oldest building 

in continuous use for worship in the United States.  It is wheelchair accessible.  For further 

information about the concert, call the office of the Old Ship Church at 781-749-1679.   
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