
Building a new way": You have identified a 2050 future where greater income 
equality stabilizes the economy with good jobs, and people continue to leave 
organized religion

In the first half of the twentieth century the United States and Unitarian 
Universalist Association of Congregations were faced with several unfolding 
challenges: 1) mass democratic upsurge fueled by a growing realization of 
economic inequality based on corruption and misuse of power, 2) the impact of 
climate change and the realization that we must force government action, 3) a 
widespread dissatisfaction with consuming religion, and with fitting into a 
denominational cultures each with their special traditions.

Unitarian Universalists joined with others to meet the economic and 
environmental challenges. In these struggles, Unitarian Universalist contributed 
from their deep understanding of their Sources of their living tradition, 
including a deeper appreciation of meaning of belonging to the earth, rather than 
the earth belonging to private and corporate interests. An increasing emphasis 
on finding forms of community that built on the best of the congregational 
tradition, yet responded to multiple identities that people bring to their faith 
communities, allowed the Unitarian Universalists to respond to challenge of a 
decline in the old forms of “institutionalized religion.”

2012-2020

The second decade of the twenty-first century was marked by the rise of large 
scale social movements that challenged the prevailing corporate consensus, and 
the prevailing religious order as well. What were seen by many commentators as 
separate protest movements: the 99% movement, the marriage equality 
movement, the movement against the New Jim Crow, the movement for 
women’s reproductive rights, the movement for a new ecology, the movement 
for a living wage and the movement for justice for immigrant workers 
discovered their common goal of a democratic American political society, one in 
which the economy served the public good rather than the welfare of an 
unaccountable elite.

The movement for a constitutional amendment defining a person as a born 



human being and stipulating that all persons in the United States were entitled 
to full protection of the laws of the United States, unified the immigration rights 
movement, the reproductive rights movement, People of Color, and the anti- 

Citizen’s United movement and contributed to consolidating a political alliance 
for economic and social democracy.

Religious communities experienced the democratic upsurge as a challenge to 
their established ways of being. Conservative religious denominations 
experienced significant losses, women who had been the mainstays of religious 
life withdrew, young adults turned away from the church. Individual 
congregations in all denominations were able to buck this trend, with social 
ministries and more meaningful worship. Circles of evangelicals for women’s 
equality found scriptural warrant for taking a stand against heteropatriarchal 
theology. Groups of Catholics organized “gospel living” groups that eschewed 
the official teachings of the hierarchy and embraced lived religion. Increasing 
numbers of disaffected spiritual but not religious found a spiritual home in 
Unitarian Universalism, especially as the movement experimented in religious 
outreach in “ways of being in community beyond congregations.”

2021-2030

The Coalition around “Persons are Persons” amendment that began in the last 
decade to challenge the criminalization of immigrant labor and youth of color 
scored to great victories, the tearing down of that Wall (along the US Border) and 
ending stop and frisk and incarceration of young people. A new policy on 
recreational drug use resulted in declines in the prison population and end of 
gangs organized around the drug traffic.

The New Democracy Movement became a powerful movement in 30 states by 
the middle of the decade and the “Persons are Persons“ amendment finally was 
ratified by 33 states. The minimum wage was indexed at 150% of the income 
required to lift a family out of poverty. Medicare was extended to all persons 
living in the jurisdiction of the United States and incentives for preventive health 
care measures, and heavy taxes on food products that contain excessive fat and 
sugar. The President projected medical cost savings of billions over coming 
period.



The religious establishment continued to decline, the Bishops attempted to 
suppress a reform movement among Catholics which resulted boycotts of  

Diocesan fund drives and many parishes defying the jurisdiction of the Bishops 
by setting up independent corporations for parish funds. Among Protestants the 
house church movement became a mass movement. Non Christian religions 
Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism became more prominent. Indigenous American 
spiritualities were openly practiced and across the country city council meetings 
opened with an invocation of the ancestors. Earth Day became a huge 
ecumenical festival. The Unitarian Universalist Association’s renewed emphasis 
of community in a new age and living into transformative values leads to rapid 
increase in people who identified as Unitarian Universalist.

2031-2040

As a consequence of the fossil fuel economies of the later part of the last 
millennium, the third decade of our scenario saw massive migrations caused by 
sea levels rising. While the US. government had embarked on a policy of 
sustainable economics in fits and starts, all the governments of the world are 
now committed to renewal of the ecology. Massive planting of vegetation began 
to put an end to desertization in the American Southwest and Northern Africa 
with beneficial impact on the climates in these zones. In addition, the oceans 
begin to be restored with removal of toxins and the re-introduction of vegetation. 
The whole economy benefited from near full employment as infrastructure and 
earth restoration projects stimulated all sectors of the economy. The retirement 
age was lowered to 55.

Seniors with adequate retirement incomes volunteer in their millions to stimulate 
community arts programs, youth mentoring programs and ecological restoration 
programs. We begin to see the cycle of poverty being broken by full employment 
and a comprehensive program of mentoring. Public education was extended to 
graduate school, greatly increasing the human capital of the nation.

Participatory forms of economic collaboration including community banking, 
workers cooperatives, employee owned corporations and local controlled public 
authorities begin to impact the economy; production and distribution are 
increasingly based on people’s needs and decreasingly based on private profit.



The religion has become radically changed with fewer and fewer people 
participating as consumers in religions that provide spiritual services and more 
and more people participating in new forms of religion that emphasize 
participation and shared ministry. Unitarian Universalists were in forefront of 
this change with their varied ways of “congregating;” some virtual, some 
communal, but all inclusive. The Unitarian Universalists reflected the new 
youthful, multicultural nation.

2041-2050

World temperatures stabilize and begin to drop as greenhouse gases are 
absorbed by algae in the revitalized ocean and a huge growth in forests. A North 
American political and economic union is created. After three decades of 
struggle for social and economic democracy poverty shows signs of disappearing 
and progressive taxation has leveled radical income disparities. While closing the 
wealth gap will take several more generations to overcome even with 
progressive estate taxes, steps have been taken in that direction. Increasing 
income and social investment has decreased racial division. Investment in the 
multiple cultures of our land, and educational opportunities for students to 
engage in cross cultural exploration has given birth to an inclusive pluralism of 
ethnicities and cultures.

Polling indicates that the people of the North American Union say that “sacred 
nature of the cosmos” is the guiding truth behind their religious views. The 
creation myths of the world’s indigenous peoples are shared in elementary 
school programs and the children attest that they experience Mother Earth as a 
living loving being and each other as her children. Only a small number of 
people participate in religions that provide answers to passive audiences, rather 
most have created participatory ways of faith community.

UUA community gatherings are narrow cast in many languages and 
participatory ways of religious community become the norm. Unitarian 
Universalists lead virtual conversation groups on ten thousand topics a week. 
Thousands of learning and practice communities are formed around the new 
interactive Study Action process.
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