
 

 

Our Story, by What a Piece of Work We Are 
 
In our scenario, economic instability persists in the long term. 
 Perhaps it is driven by peak oil, in which the declining production 
of oil meets the increased demand for it from the developing world 
to drive up prices and make everything that is energy-dependent 
financially out of reach to the average person.  Perhaps it is 
driven by worldwide economic policies that fail to meet the 
realities of excessive debt, leading to currency devaluation and 
high inflation.  Perhaps it is driven by the wholesale takeover of 
our governmental institutions by corporations and the ultra-rich. 
 
Whatever the cause, high unemployment, low incomes, 
homelessness and food insecurity become the rule throughout the 
United States.  More and more people seek to grow their own 
food in backyard plots, community gardens, and reclaimed 
abandoned city lots.  The Unitarian Universalist Association 
publishes guides and offers workshops for joining food production 
and spirituality in community. Crumbling infrastructure causes us 
to look locally for connection even as technology beckons us 
outward.  Government safety nets for the poor and elderly are 
undermined by decreasing revenues to the Federal treasury.  The 
dominant American culture of individualism is radically challenged 
as more and more people are unable to survive without extended 
family networks. 
 
Meanwhile, more and more people are drawn to religious 
institutions.  Our group differed on why and how.  Perhaps a 
resurgence of conservative religions (with formal dogma and clear 
boundaries for salvation) comes in response to persistent social 
and economic uncertainty.  Perhaps the “spiritual but not 
religious” begin to find the need for community and connection 
and liberal religious homes are poised to welcome them in. The 
three Unitarian Universalist theological schools begin to teach 
courses in evangelism to the “Spiritual but not Religious.” Perhaps 



 

 

religious communities, called by a higher purpose to serve 
humanity, are simply present for people in ways that meet their 
everyday needs (in the form of soup kitchens, homeless shelters, 
community gardens, or even microeconomies of barter and 
mutual employment). 
 
We imagined that religious people would come to have a strong 
voice in support of the poor in this new America. In addition to 
serving humanity in their houses of worship, evangelical 
denominations would organize marches on Washington in protest 
against policies that enrich a few at the expense of many. 
Unitarian Universalists, as one religious group standing in 
solidarity with the poor, are represented at a White House summit 
of the nation’s religious leaders responding to these protests. At 
the same time, the UUWorld reports that while new, small 
Unitarian Universalist lay-led communities are thriving, the 
ministry struggles to respond to the rise of a New Evangelism 
which speaks for the poor. 
 
Unitarian Universalism stands at a pivotal place in this scenario. 
 Will we respond to ongoing economic woes in ways that are 
relevant and meaningful?  Will we forcefully counter voices that 
seek to exploit social instability in order to foment division and 
hatred?  Will we be able to open our doors to people in need--
spiritually, physically, emotionally, economically?  Will we insist 
that the answer to the failed philosophy of “rugged individualism” 
is, in fact, radical interdependence?  The answers are ours to 
write. 


