
Women’s Rights Initiative
The UU-United Nations Office supports and advocates for 
the global implementation of key international agreements 
such as Security Council Resolution 1325 and the 
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

Our Women’s Rights Initiative promotes awareness and 
action through education and advocacy in key areas of 
women’s rights especially in relation to Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) including:
•  Ensuring access to safe, effective family planning 

methods.
•  Promoting a woman’s right to decide if, when, and how 

often to give birth.
•  Preventing sexual violence, child marriage, and unsafe 

pregnancies.

CEDAW is considered an international bill of rights for 
women. It was adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly in 1979. As of April 2015, 188 countries have 
ratified it; among the countries that have not are Sudan, 
Somalia, Iran, and the United States. By accepting the 
Convention, states commit themselves to undertake 
measures to end discrimination against women in all 
forms, including: 
•  To incorporate the principle of equality of men and 

women in their legal system, abolish all discriminatory 
laws and adopt appropriate ones prohibiting 
discrimination against women; 

•  To establish tribunals and other public institutions to 
ensure the effective protection of women against 
discrimination; and 

•  To ensure elimination of all acts of discrimination 
against women by persons/organizations/enterprises. 

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 
Every year, representatives gather at the UN to 
promote women's empowerment worldwide. The 
Commission on the Status of Women is a 
functional commission of the UN Economic and 
Social Council and is a global policy-making body 
dedicated to the advancement of women. 
The UU-UNO hosted two parallel events during 
the 58th session of the Commission on the Status 
of Women (CSW) in 2015. One focused on 
women’s health in humanitarian crisis situations 
and the other on the mental health effects of 
gendercide (the systematic extermination of a 
specific gender) and “corrective” rape (the attempt 
to “correct” the sexuality of a lesbian, bisexual, or 
transgender individual with sexual force). 
We hope to continue these important 
conversations throughout the year and leading up 
to next year’s CSW Forum.

Learn	  more	  at	  	  
www.uua.org/interna0onal/ac0on/women	  


