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· Introduction to UNANIMA International
· represent 23,000 Catholic Sisters living an working  for justice in 80 different countries

· accreditation allows us to attend and participate in various UN conferences and processes
· collaborate with other NGOs by organizing ourselves in NGO committees dedicated to specific issues to cover more ground
· Introduction to NGO Committee on Migration
· 45 NGOs working to promote HR of migrants in all conversations related to migration at the UN

· Together, we seek to support social integration and decent work for all, and to fight the root causes of forced migration and human trafficking throughout the world.. Since the Committee’s founding in 2006, it has focused its advocacy on the protection of the most vulnerable groups of migrants and refugees. These groups have included unaccompanied children, migrants stranded in dangerous sea or desert crossings, those in countries experiencing crises (like violent conflict and sudden weather-related disaster), children in need of education and early childhood development services, and migrants experiencing discrimination and xenophobia ( or fear of “the stranger”).

· 2016: Formed Subcommittee focused on population we are here to discuss today: those who have been forcibly displaced by environmental degradation resulting from disasters (like storms, floods, sea level rise, droughts, earthquakes) or industrial activities (water, soil, and air pollution from mining sites, manufacturing operations, nuclear waste, etc.).

· Meet once a month from September to June to organize ourselves, coordinate messages, inform one another of new developments and upcoming events and opportunities to advance our agenda
· 2016 to present migration agenda at UN: NY Declaration, Global Compacts on Refugees and for Migration
At the end of 2015, one in every 113 people in the world was an asylum-seeker (3.2 million), internally displaced within their home country (40.8 million), or a refugee (21.3 million). Although the crisis of forced migration that had been growing notably since at least the mid-1990s, it achieved recognition as a global crisis in the period from 2012 to the present. During this time, unprecedented numbers of migrants began arriving at the southern borders of the United States and the European Union. Widely photographed scenes of desperate migrants drowning at sea en route to Europe and reports of a steep rise in unaccompanied minors arriving at the US-Mexico border awakened these most privileged and powerful nations to a stark reality they had long been able to ignore. UNHCR cited three main reasons for this dramatic development:

· conflicts that cause large refugee outflows, like Somalia and Afghanistan – now in their third and fourth decade respectively – are lasting longer;

· dramatic new or reignited conflicts and situations of insecurity are occurring more frequently. While today’s largest is Syria, wars have broken out in the past five years in South Sudan, Yemen, Burundi, Ukraine and Central African Republic, while thousands more people have fled raging gang and other violence in Central America;

· the rate at which solutions are being found for refugees and internally displaced people has been on a falling trend since the end of the Cold War, leaving a growing number in limbo. (UNHCR, Global Trends: Forced Displacement in 2015)

In response to this crisis, UN Member States undertook an endeavor to create two “global compacts” (or agreements) pertaining to displacement: a Global Compact on Migration, which would improve the global governance migration to make it a more safe and orderly process, and a Global Compact for Refugees, which would facilitate greater responsibility-sharing for the needs of refugees among all nations and reduce the stress being placed on a few, mostly developing, nations who are neighboring countries in conflict and taking in tremendous numbers of refugees in relation to the sizes of their own populations and economies. Member States laid out a “roadmap” for the creation of these two documents with the adoption of a document called the New York Declaration in September 2016. They then began a two-year process of consultations, dialogues, and negotiations, which are scheduled to culminate in the adoption of a Global Compact for Migration and a Global Compact on Refugees later this year. 
UNANIMA and our partners in the CoM were highly involved in the consultation and dialogue phase of these preparations. We:
· attended government-led meetings in several different regions, tracking governments’ positions on various aspects of migration and occasionally getting to share our own

·  process very open to NGOs; submission of statements

· collaborated among members to write responses to every thematic issue discussed at meetings throughout 2017

· joined ICMC and ICVA to stitch together even broader network of NGOs following Compact processes

At this very moment, a large number of our members and partners are sitting in on the third round of official negotiations of the Global Compact for Migration in conference room 2 of this building. On the issue of climate-induced displacement, there are 3 main points we are making and urging UN Member States to support:
· data on: number and location of climate-displaced persons; causes of displacement; connections between climate change/environmental degradation and other causes of displacement (e.g. conflict, economic decline, etc.)
· address climate change & environmental degradation as root causes of involuntary migration (fulfilment of Paris Climate Agreement commitments, National Action Plans related to the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, investment in the Green Climate Fund, etc., integration of OHCHR guidelines on Internal Displacement/Migrants in Countries in Crisis/Migrants in vulnerable situations and Nansen Initiative’s Agenda for the Protection of Cross-Border Displaced Persons in the Context of Disasters and Climate Change into national law)
· offer protections to climate-displaced persons’ human rights (especially safe shelter, food, water, sanitation, medical attention) despite challenges to identify this population and existing lack of international law covering their protection needs
In addition to keeping track of all these migration happenings at UN Headquarters, another big part of our job is to keep those we represent informed of those happenings and to encourage them to follow up on issues of concern with the governments of their own home countries, provinces, and cities. (So while most of you in this room may not live in New York City or carry UN badges, you’re not off the hook here!) The need for local action to support, echo, and build upon the messages we deliver to governments here at the UN cannot be understated. This is especially true for those hailing from high-income countries like the United States, Canada, and the nations of the European Union. Nations such as these, which have wielded significant influence at the UN since it was founded, are often not easily “rattled,” or stirred to response, by the statements and arguments of Civil Society. On the issue of climate-induced displacement, they are also among the most significant contributors to climate change and therefore have the largest role to play in reducing and reversing the environmental devastation that is unfolding rapidly at this point in time. 

Canada: 2/3 of world’s mining companies


USA: largest per capita producer of greenhouse gas emissions

To this end, please stay in touch with us at the NGO CoM and keep this conversation and action going in your own communities and countries!

Resources:
NGO CoM website: www.ngo-migration.org
CoM brochure on climate-induced displacement: https://bit.ly/2oTtSj8
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ngomigrationcommittee/
Twitter: @ngomigration
Subscribe to CoM Weekly Update: http://eepurl.com/cc-rD5
