
Minutes 

Monthly Envoy Conference Calls 

August 17, 1pm and 5pm Eastern 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

a. 1pm 

i. Allison Hess (UN office, NYC) 

ii. Bill McPherson (Seattle, WA) 

iii. Malaika Walton (Fairfax, VA) 

b. 5pm 

i. Allison Hess (UN office, NYC) 

ii. Joanne Dufour (Mandeville, LA) 

iii. Stephanie Thomas (South Jersey, NJ) 

iv. Nancy Nowak (Duxbury, MA) 

II. Integration of UU-UNO with UUA International 

a. The UU-UNO merged with the UUA in 2011 and became part of the UUA’s International 

Office. The International Office is currently comprised of three offices: International 

Resources, United Nations Office, and the Holdeen India Program. Since 2011 the UU-

UNO has been aligning more of our programs and procedures with those of the UUA. 

The most recent element of this has been more closely aligning the work of the three 

programs of the International Office. This includes making our congregational outreach 

more efficient – all international-related communication from the UUA will be combined 

in one place.  

b. The overall work of Envoys will stay the same, but you will be provided with more 

information about global UU things as well as global justice action which is the current 

focus. The goal is to help connect your congregation more with the world community, 

and with our global faith, whether that means the United Nations or UUs around the 

world or etc. When you receive emails with a particularly interesting story, consider 

sharing it with your congregation (in bulletin, in announcements, in coffee hour, etc.) to 

help your congregation become more aware of UUism as a global faith, with people in 

all corners of the world working for justice.  

c. Allison will be sending a note around soon to explain more fully to everyone who wasn’t 

able to make it on this call, and we can discuss it more if needed on the September 

phone call.  

d. Envoys are encouraged to work more in collaboration with other international-related 

groups at their congregations (e.g. peace action group, UUSC group, partner church 

group…). 

i. Bill is going to try to align the UN Envoy team with his Climate Action Team at 

University Unitarian Church  

ii. Malaika got involved w/ Envoy program through Global Affairs Discussion Group 

– will make sure to work closely with them on Envoy initiatives. 



e. You may want to add the following email addresses to your contacts so that you don’t 

miss emails from them: 

i. unenvoycoordinator@uua.org (that’s me - the Envoy News comes from that 

email address) 

ii. unitednations@uua.org  

iii. international@uua.org   

III. UN Sunday is coming up in October.  

a. Have you already met with your minister to talk about plans for the coming year? Have 

you set a date yet for your UN Sunday service? If so, let Allison know so it can go on the 

calendar! 

b. Do you need a guest speaker for your service? Allison still has a few weeks available this 

fall and would be glad to come to your congregation. (Oct 9, 30, Nov. 13, 20, 27) 

i. When Bruce and Allison come to speak at a congregation, they normally ask for 

the congregation to pay for transportation and lodging and for a collection to be 

taken during the service for the UU-UNO.  

c. Make sure to take a look at the UN Sunday packet. It has a timeline to follow and 

checklist of things to make sure you’ve accomplished.  

d. Malaika is having trouble getting a worship service on the schedule.  

i. Maybe have a UN event/film screening/workshop instead if a service won’t 

work. Let Allison know if help is needed planning or coming up with ideas for 

that. 

e. Joanne is organizing lots of activities and speaking engagements for Bruce’s visit to the 

New Orleans area in October. 

f. Stephanie is meeting soon with her new interim minister to hopefully schedule a date 

for UN Sunday. 

g. Nancy would like some creative ways to incorporate the UN into worship w/o guest 

speaker. Nancy has tried to get donations and will need donation envelopes.  

i. Unison reading of the preamble to the UN Charter (Singing the Living Tradition 

reading #475) 

ii. Parade of children carrying the flags of UN member states (children can create 

flags in weeks leading up to UN Sunday) – this is something they do at All Souls 

Church in Watertown, NY. 

iii. Joanne has a UN Moment every month with 5 minutes to talk about the United 

Nations – she would be glad to share the script with other Envoys. Allison will 

put the text for this on the Envoy Resources page on the website.  

iv. Joanne has conducted a survey of her congregation in which they ranked their 

interest in different UN topics. The top-rated topic was Human Rights. 

v. The UU-UNO has been sharing fun videos about the SDGs every Monday this 

summer on the UU-UNO Envoys Facebook group. Here are instructions on how 

to join the group.  

vi. UUSC has been sharing copies of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
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1. Nancy has a DVD of Bill Schulz giving a ~40 minute lecture on “Is there a 

Future for Human Rights” – April 2015 – Is this something we could 

show at a congregation? Nancy will look into this. It would be great to 

be able to distribute that as a DVD. 

IV. Other items to address? 

a. Joanne is in Louisiana and, with the flooding right now, would really appreciate support 

from UU congregations if possible. 

i. She’s a Red Cross volunteer and has been volunteering for the last few days at 

shelters in the area. More than 60,000 people have been evacuated. Even more 

people are physically affected than in Katrina, they are just spread across a 

larger area. There aren’t enough local volunteers so the Red Cross needs to 

bring volunteers in from out of state, which of course means extra expenses. 

Same problems are occurring with forest fires in CA – people are showing up in 

droves in Red Cross shelters.  

b. Please make an appeal in your congregation! Make appeal to the support the Red Cross 

and mark it Louisiana Floods, or contribute to the National Guard who are picking 

people up from roofs and dropping off meals to shelters.  


