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UUA “Fulfilling the Promise” Survey, 1997 
Humanist 46.1% 
Earth/Nature centered 19% 
Theist 13% 
Christian 9.5% 
Mystic  6.2% 
Buddhist 3.6% 
Jewish 1.2% 
Hindu .4% 
Moslem .1% 
Other 13.3% 
Respondents were allowed to select only one answer. 6% (!) of UUA membership participated in the 
survey. Source: http://www.uua.org/archive/promise/results.html 
 
Independent “Some UUs are more U than UU,” 2005 
Humanist 54% 
Agnostic  33% 
Earth-Centered 31% 
Atheist 18% 
Buddhist 17% 
Pagan 13% 
Christian 13% 
Respondents were allowed to select multiple answers. Source: James Casebolt and Tiffany Niekro, 
“Some UUs Are More UU than U: Theological Self-Descriptors Chosen by Unitarian Universalists,” 
Review of Religious Research 46.3 (2005): 235-242. 
 
UUA Engaging Our Theological Diversity 2005 
 Clergy Laity* 
Process theology (incl. panentheism and process naturalism) 32% 17% 
Humanism (including Humanist-Paganism) 20% 17% 
Mystic, Christian, and God/transcendence 17-19% No data 
Religious Naturalism 13-14% 14% 
Buddhism 13-14% No data 
Paganism 5-6% No data 
Feminist/liberation language 5-6% No data 
Other categories  25% 
Respondents were able to select multiple categories. The data sought qualitative information, not 
quantitative statistics. Information was collected through focus groups, forums, and surveys over the 
course of 3 years. Source: Commission on Appraisal. Engaging Our Theological Diversity. Boston: 
Unitarian Universalist Association, 2005. 71.  
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 Religious Naturalism Goddess Spirituality Paganism/Earth-

Centered 
Leading idea Religious reverence 

for the natural world, 
without supernatural 
connotations 

Women (and men) 
and their bodies are 
inherently divine, 
connected to nature 

Religious reverence 
for the natural world; 
the earth and humans 
are inherently divine 
and interconnected; 
harmony with nature 

UU Tripod: reason, 
religious tradition, 
personal experience 

Emphasizes reason, 
study, and science 

Emphasizes personal, 
embodied experience 

Emphasizes personal 
experience of nature 

The Divine  Impersonal, non-
anthropomorphic 
 
 
1) creative process 
within the world 
(spirit), kept in check 
by natural selection 
(logos) (panentheistic) 
2) totality of the 
universe, considered 
religiously (pantheist) 
 
 
 
 
 
3) no need for theistic 
concept 

The Goddess; the 
feminine divine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1) the world, human 
beings, and in 
particular women’s 
bodies; embodied, 
engendered, 
internalized; not 
supernatural; care for 
all, incl. nature 
 
 
2) metaphor 

The Earth as alive, 
nature as holy; 
Goddess; God 
 
1) emerging 
panentheistic 
possibilities 
 
 
2) the world and earth 
with all things and 
beings in it (pantheist) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) metaphor; naming 
the experience of 
nature as divine 

Religious practice Study and 
appreciation of nature 

Ritual to celebrate 
people with their own 
bodies; to connect to 
the cycles of the body 
and nature 

Ritual to connect 
humans to nature and 
its seasonal cycles 

Religious response Environmental ethics Feminism, 
environmental ethics, 
eco-justice 

Environmental ethics 
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