


The mission of Teaching Tolerance is to 
promote an appreciation for diversity in 

schools by reducing prejudice, improving 
intergroup relations and supporting equity 

for our nation’s children.  



What to expect? 
• To define and identify biased language in order to recognize 

it on campus. 

• To obtain tools and strategies to prepare you to speak up 
against prejudice, bias and stereotypes at school.

• To know how to prepare your students to speak up against 
prejudice, bias and stereotypes at school.



What is biased language?



Gay 

Lame Retarded

Illegal Cheap

Ghetto 



Prepare Yourself
• Make a commitment 

• Develop ready responses



• Intent versus Impact

• Language & Context 

• Classroom Community

• Model Behavior 

Prepare Your Students



1.INTERRUPT

2.QUESTION

3.EDUCATE

4.ECHO



INTERRUPT
“I don’t like words like that.” 

“That phrase is hurtful.” 



“Why do you say that?” 

“What do you mean?”

“Will you tell me more?” 

QUESTION



“Do you know the history 
of that word?” 

EDUCATE



“Thanks for speaking up, Allison. I 
agree that word is offensive and we 
shouldn’t use it.” 

ECHO



& Take Action
Word Wall 
• Establish pejoratives
• List approved words
• Post
• Commit 
• Practice



Wall of Tolerance 
• Create a bulletin board that says: 
• “Wall of Tolerance”
• Allow students to sign the wall
• Establish a pressure free 

environment 
• Allow family members and friends 

to sign when visiting 

& Take Action



Wall of Tolerance





Creating an LGBT‐Inclusive 
School Climate



Six Practices to Build an Inclusive School 
Climate
Gay‐Straight Alliance Clubs (GSAs)
Inclusive Leaders and Allies
Clothing and Dress Codes
Transgender and Intersex Students
Proms and Other School Events
Privacy



Five Actions to Prevent and Address 
Problems

Anti‐Bullying Policy
Bullying Hot Spots
Training
Religion
Conversion Therapy
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