
Dear Fellow Seekers,  
 
This is the First Year Emissary (FYME) Report for the March 2022 Ministerial Fellowship 
Committee (MFC). 
 
We are so pleased that you are on the path to Unitarian Universalist Ministry. You have come a 
long way on your journey, and we have good news. Your visit to the Ministerial Fellowship 
Committee will be another enlightening experience. Like all living institutions, the MFC has 
grown and changed over time. The iteration of the MFC that you are attending is not the MFC of 
five years ago, ten years ago, twenty years ago. This iteration of the MFC has heeded the 
wisdom of people who have felt both held and harmed by the MFC and they have done their 
best to address the issues that have prevented it from being the institution that it strives to 
be. We experienced our panel of religious professionals to be deeply engaged in the work of 
transformation. 
 
Here are some suggestions that we have to make your visit to the MFC smoother. 
 

• Be able to both explain and demonstrate how you have integrated your learnings while 
in formation. The MFC is looking for integration, not perfection.  
 

• Know your theology well and how to share it with other religious professionals. This 
would be an important element to do a in mock presentation with a group, such as a 
cluster, and invite them to ask clarifying questions. 

 
• It’s great to seek help from diverse religious professionals but try to talk with one or more 

who have met with the MFC within the past two years.  
 

• Humility and self-awareness are virtues in ministry, hubris is not. We can all identify 
ways in which we need to grow.  

 
• A study group is invaluable, especially the opportunity to compare how you understand 

the process and the packet with others. 
 

• Consider why you are going through the process of becoming fellowshipped and be able 
to articulate it. 

 
• Take time to prepare. (We recommend starting a year before so that it is gradual. 

Gradual study will give you time to incorporate what you are learning about yourself into 
your language about yourself).   

 
• Remember that you aren’t expected to know everything. Don’t pretend to know things if 

you don’t. Knowing where to get information is also a useful skill set. 
 

• Know yourself, your identities, how they intersect, and how you show up in the world.  
 

In Faith and Hope, 
Revs Ali, Tyler, Marty 
 
 


