Just War and Pacifism in Our Lives
IMPORTANT NOTE:

These Small Group Ministry (SMG) topics are a lfitedent from the ones with which
you are most familiar.

Right away you'll notice that they are more educstl, and contain more material (to be
read in advance) than most SGM topics. We inclubdedmaterial as a matter of
accessibility --- to provide everyone with a comntammguage base regardless of their
background, knowledge base, or access to libraries.

The guestions these topics ask may also require than one SGM meeting to
complete. This may not be new to many of you (e/dgard about the "Mothers" topic
taking six sessions!) We encourage you to take §joe and not to rush the material or
the topics.

We also invite you to create a question or disaussurrounding current events. This
balance between peace and violence is ages oldit Anldi continue to be relevant for
years to come.

It is intended that this workshop could be completé&h a small group--such as other of
our Small Group Ministry topics, or with a largeogp—such as a congregational
project.

We also invite you to change the name of the warsds you feel fits the mood of your
community. We, the planners, have found it diffidol express the tensions of Just War
and Pacifism as it plays in our society. Otheesitive offer for you include:

Sustainable Peace, Enduring Security
Common Goals, Different Tactics
Balancing Peace

In the style of the Religious Society of FriendsiéRers) we ask these queries before we
begin. These are questions. Not rhetorical in eatout not intended to be answered in
the conversation either. These questions are nieautide our conversation and thought
process as we explore these difficult discussiogsther. These are questions for you to
privately meditate on and reflect upon the answers.

1. What brought you here today to talk about peace?
2. What would make the Unitarian Universalist Assdoaf{UUA) a “Peace
Church”? Why would we want to become one?
3. What does it mean to promote peace in thie@dntury?
Chalice Lighting

Opening Words:



Do you know what astonished me most in the world@ ihability of force to create
anything. In the long run the sword is always bedtg the spirit. Soldiers usually win
battles and generals get the credit for them. Yaatmot fight too often with one enemy,
or you will teach him all your art of war. If theyant peace, nations should avoid the pin-
pricks that precede cannon shots.

-- Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821)

War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest of thinglee decayed and degraded state of
moral and patriotic feeling which thinks that nattpiis worth war is much worse.
-- John Stewart Mill (1806-1873)

Check-in

Opening Discussion and Exercise:

As we have explored the topics of Just War, Pauifand Just Peace, we may see
that none of these topics are easy. We may findetess drawn to pacifism at one point
and just war at another. When we explore how thesaries play into our lives, we see
that Just War and Pacifism are not polar oppoditstead, we see them on different
sides of a spectrum. And we feel pulls from eittied every day. This exercise—known
as a power shuffle—will allow us to see how thdwsoties play out in our daily lives.
Please see attached file called “power shuffle”.

Further Discussion:

1. Please read over the worksheets on Just War, $tadind Strategic Peacemaking.
What does it mean to act on our convictions of peacand security? How do our
feelings about Just War and Pacifism interplay in ar lives? Do they pull on each
other?

2. In the past, a church required an explicit testiynmward peace, nonviolence, and
good works in order to be considered a Peace Ch8mie examples of traditional
Peace Churches include the Society of Friends (@aakChurch of the Brethren and the
Mennonites. Many branches of Buddhism and Hindwiambe included as peace
traditions.How close does this definition put the UUA toward bing a Peace Church?
Does the Unitarian Universalist Church have a peaciestament? Our sixth principle

is “The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all’, what does

it mean to work toward this goal?

3. The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) &mdibling organization, the
Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL)riwdiligently to end all wars and
the tools of warmaking as well as easing the terssad inequity, and yet, they recognize
the occasional need for international peacekeegmaigpolicing. The Mennonite
Voluntary Service (MVS) sends young people in tloglevto support organizations that
ease suffering in the worltlvhat does it mean to be a Peace Church todayX these
actions add to the service of the Peace Church atesn from it? What about
progressive religious traditions that do not upholda universal peace testament and
yet have service organizations?



4. Sometimes, we see non-violence can only be uphe&violent, outside source that
protects the movement. For instance, National Gliewdps protecting the Little Rock
Nine. UN Peacekeeping troops protecting protesto@yprus are a similar example.
What can we learn from examples like this? Is thera role for violence, or the threat
of violence, in the search for peace?

5. As we act as political citizens, which issues aoheld dear when considering our
candidates? As people of faith, our moral integnity often guide our decisions. On the
issues of peace and security, what are we lookinghfour politicians? What experience
do we want to uphold? it our duty, as UU’s, to be a powerful presencdor justice—
how does that look?

Closing Words:

We, Veteran's for Peace, view peace as a positaalye and creative process which
requires courage, commitment, endurance, vigilaaee,integrity. Peace is a struggle
toward unity, and it is characterized by an abseficgolence in all its forms, including
discrimination based on gender, age, race, reljgoaial and economic status, ethnicity,
and sexual orientation. Those who labor for peaeealled peacemakers because they
tirelessly pursue nonviolent solutions, work fooeemic and social justice, celebrate
diversity, and strive to build relationships betwealversaries through education, conflict
mediation, and humanitarian relief. We recognizt feace is both a means and end
simultaneously, and that it is never finally olyuhchieved. This is because change and
growth require some degree of tension or confticstorically, such conflict has

provided the impetus for military solutions. Thus,Weteran's for Peace, strongly
believe that the greatest obstacle to peace isanmin with its reliance on violence and
war. We further believe that peacekeeping acti@mukhonly be accomplished by a
legitimate international body.

-- Committee to Define Peace, Veterans facke



Worksheet on Just War, Pacifism and Strategic Peabeilding
Just War-
Just War justum bellum), as we know it today, is a theory and traditiamirthe early
Christian philosopher, St. Thomas Aquinas. Howetrare is evidence of a “warrior’s
code” in almost every pre/non-Christian cultureAbjuinas’s work Summa Theologicae,
he attempts to justify the use of force that thdéyddoly Roman Empire used. While he
acknowledges that war is unholy, there are timesghich the use of war is just in order
to retain peace.

There are two overarching themes in Just War-chugtiWar(Jusin Bello) and Justice
of War (jus ad bellum). The former refers to the rules of fair conductsbidiers and
leaders. And the latter refers to how wars are @age fair way.

Many scholars agree that the following points aee“equation” that makes a Just War.

Just cause
The reason for going to war needs to be just andlearefore be recapturing
things taken or punishing people who have done gurdncontemporary view of
just cause was expressed in 1993 when the US @Ga@whference saidForce
may be used only to correct a grave, public evil, i.e., aggression or massive
violation of the basic human rights of whole populations.”
Comparative justice
While there may be rights and wrongs on all sides @onflict, to override the
presumption against the use of force, the injusidéered by one party must
significantly outweigh that suffered by the othEneorists such as Brian Orend
omit this term, seeing it as fertile ground for lexgation by bellicose regimes.
Legitimate authority
Only duly constituted public authorities may usadlyg force or wage war
Right intention
Force may be used only in a truly just cause atalysfor that purpose—
correcting a suffered wrong is considered a rigténtion, while material gain or
maintaining economies is not.
Probability of success
Arms may not be used in a futile cause or in a edsre disproportionate
measures are required to achieve success;
Last resort
Force may be used only after all peaceful and gialiernatives have been seriously tried
and exhausted.

Much thanks to thénternet Encyclopedia of Philosophy for information on Just War
Theory.http://www.iep.utm.edu/j/justwar.htifor more information on Just War Theory
from a UU perspective, please $etp://uua.org/peacemaking




Pacifism-

Pacifism is the political and behavioral systemepécting violence in all of its forms.
Considering violence is found in direct, structuaal societal forms, pacifism is more
than just the rejection of military participation.

There is no one movement toward pacifism. Pacifistd this structure for a variety of
reasons; which may be spiritual, political, or gsylogical in nature. And while it is a
historical movement, the nature of pacifism hasged over the years.

In the Judeo-Christian tradition, pacifism comesrfra simple commandment of “Thou
Shalt Not Kill”. Jesus, later added to the commaediwith “do not do unto others as
you would expect they should do unto you.”- Als@Wwm as the ethic of reciprocity.
Many Christians have taken their pacifism from ékample of Jesus, who died on the
cross without any resistance. Most notably in theisfian tradition, many denominations
such as the Society of Friends (Quaker), Churdhe@Brethren and the Anabaptists
(Mennonites) have taken a long tradition of paoifie their daily lives.

In Hindu, Buddhist and other East Asian traditigpegifism comes out of the holiness of
all living beings. The destruction of life is natlg the destruction of the divine, but also
creates bad karma, which could offset one’s patlatd enlightenment.

Modern pacifism takes much from the author, Lecs@ay. Tolstoy, a Christian Pacifist,
wrote many essays, stories and novels about thigyfof war and violence. His work on
non-violent resistance inspired many including MateaGandhi, Dorothy Day and Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

While traditionally, pacifism originally meant naompliance with a military state, the
definition has changed. Pacifists still reject pgvation in the military and war.
However, rejection of violence has grown to alsdude rejection of racism, sexism,
homophobia and institutions that uphold inequaityndividuals and groups.

Today, many pacifists are not merely conscientmhjectors (non-military personnel),
but also vegetarians or vegans, anti-racist alidgpcates for survivors of violence, war
tax resistors, and actively imagine new forms afggament, economy and community.

Some critiques of pacifism involve the amount geabprivilege it takes in order to be a
pacifist. Critics claim it is “easy” to be a pasifwhen there is no violence being
committed toward the pacifist. Critics also claimatt pacifism allows greater injustices—
such as genocide—to be preformed by lack of adtmm the pacifists.

Many pacifists respond by saying their way of Igeot an opt-out of a violent society,
but rather an opt-into a non-violent society. lfpEople participated in pacifism, there
would be no need for retaliation or self-defense.



Strategic Peacebuilding-

Strategic Peacebuilding is an approach that incatps both the pacifist commitment to
seek peace at all times, and the acknowledgmemit jinst war theory that in extremely
rare cases the use of force is needed to protestemt lives. It asserts that war and
violence are alwaypreventable if the groundwork has been done tll lauculture of
peace, a culture that addresses the needs foratadeing, justice, and mutual respect
that, if unmet, would otherwise lead to violence.

History and Rationale for Strategic Peacebuilding

From the Friends Conference on National LegislatibWvar is Not the Answer, What
|s?, available at http://www.fcnl.org/issues/int/supdppbooklet.htm):

The international community, along with peace amafflect scholars, began to develop
the concept of peaceful prevention of deadly coniti the early 1990s. The failures of
the global community to effectively prevent the geide in Rwanda, mass killings in
Srebrenica, and humanitarian crises in Somalisetselvhere pushed many to search for
a new approach to managing conflict in the posdG@hr world. The publishing of the
report of the Carnegie Commission on PreventingdBe@onflict in 1998, followed

three years later by the release of the Secretanefal'sReport on the Prevention of

Armed Conflict and the repotResponsibility to Protect by the International Commission
on Intervention and State Sovereignty marked ingmbrsteps in the development of
peaceful prevention.

In 2001, Secretary-General Kofi Annan called far tlevelopment of new capacities
within national governments, multilateral regionaganizations, civil society, and the

UN to undertake genuinely preventive actions irstbes of conflict--from latent
tensions to hot wars to post-conflict peacebuild®igch actions include developing early
warning systems and enhanced preventive diplomagsaities, strengthening
international law and good governance, reducingtbéferation of weapons and
protecting human rights, supporting sustainablestigoment and the fair distribution of
resources, ending poverty, tackling HIV/AIDS andestpublic health crises, reducing
ethnic tensions, building strong institutions dflggl civil society, and ensuring basic
human security for all the world's people.

In July 2003 the UN General Assembly adopted artear# resolution in which Member
States, including the U.S., committed to workingdods the prevention of armed
conflict, and laid out the roles of states, UN ages, civil society and the private sector
in preventing armed conflict.

As health professionals and firefighters have alydaarned, early prevention is more
effective and more efficient than late responsevémting conflict from erupting into
violence saves lives in the short-term and enhaseeusrity in the long-term. It is also
less expensive than responding to crises aftertiaeg erupted and rebuilding shattered
communities. Peaceful prevention frees up resouhzgan be used to meet basic



human needs. Its benefits extend beyond any satgle's borders. One country's armed
conflict can result in economic destabilization amdiermine human security for an
entire region. At the same time, successful preeerdf violent conflict in a country can
contribute to the stability and resilience of tiereunding region. Communities and
societies with the capacity to peacefully manag#lmb can often better address other
issues such as economic development, human reyidspolitical stability.



Just War and Pacifism Power Shuffle
It is the intention of this exercise for participguto actively think about the ways
pacifism and just war play into our daily lives. é@mplex people living in a complex
world, we can no longer allow false dichotomie®rour thinking. With this exercise, we
will see how each of us, as individuals and a ctille, think about issues of war and
peace, security and responsibility to protect.

Many people have participated with Power Shufflefofe. This one has a twist. Rather
than plotting oneself on a simple, one dimensigpalctrum, this one adds another
dimension in order to explore the different reasohyg people think they way they do.

To prepare the space for this eventUse either a breakout room or clearing the
furniture from the middle of the room you are cuathgin. Using tape, create a big cross
(XY Axis) in the middle of the room. This dividelset room into four quadrants. On
opposite ends of the X axis, place signs that sayee” and “Disagree” respectively. On
opposite ends of the Y axis, place signs that d&yral/Spiritual” and
“Intellectual/Political”.

Invite participants to plot themselves onto thedyaats according to their responses to
the statements given below. For instance, if orengty Agrees with a statement for
Moral or Spiritual Reasons, the participant woulat perself closer to those signs. But
another participant could strongly Disagree fortiall or Intellectual reasons. And she
would plot herself closer to those signs. Whiletaeomay find herself drawn
somewhere toward the middle because she slighttgesgfor both Intellectual and
Spiritual Reasons.

Invite participants to note their location on thelglong with the locations of the other
participants. Please allow time and space for gewath mobility issues to move about
the room or participate with their own comfort leg@ossibly by plotting their mark on a
piece of paper or a chalkboard.

Statements-

| am a pacifist.

| think international diplomacy should always cofinst.
Some people only understand violence or force.

Conflict is a natural part of living.

People should express their frustrations more.
Environmental degradation is an acceptable bypioofusaving people.
Some people are better suited for war.

Peace can be “too expensive”.

War is inevitable.

We should stop people from joining the military.

A more equitable economy could prevent war.

The situation in Darfur requires government policin

Some wars have made the world a better place.

| would go to war if it meant protecting my friendsd family.



