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Welcoming the Stranger:
An Immigration Resource for Unitarian Universalists
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Could You Pass the Test for U.S. Citizenship[?

Our current immigration system is brokenOver 12 million undocumented immigrants are trapped
within U.S. borders without a path to citizenshiamilies are torn apart through a tremendous bgakil
family-based immigration and through unjust detamgiand deportations.

Supporting immigrant rights is a core Unitarian Unersalist value.At our first General Assembly in
1961, we passed a resolution on the rights of imanigworkers, followed by a 1963 resolution callfing
immigration reform. Throughout the 1970s we supgmimmigrant farm worker campaigns, and in the
1980s, many Unitarian Universalist congregationseveetively involved in the Sanctuary movement.
Three General Assemblies of the UUA endorsed sancfor refugees and the UUA Board of Trustees
established a fund to support individuals seekamgcgiary and to aid churches providing sanctu@uyr
2004 Statement on Civil Liberties affirmed our cotment to advocate for the right to due process of
immigrants, refugees and foreign nationals. In 280& 2007, the General Assembly passed Actions of
Immediate Witness to support immigrant communitiesluding a call for an immediate moratorium on
federal raids and resulting deportations.

Our Unitarian Universalist faith calls us to recogre that no one is "the stranger," to affirm and
promote the inherent worth and dignity of every gen, and to support the use of justice in our natio




TOP TEN IMMIGRATION MYTHS AND FACTS

Prepared by the National Immigration Forum, June 2003

Available online at http://www.immigrationforum.orgfonents/TheJourney/MythsandFacts.pdf

Myth

Fact

Source

1. Immigrants
don’t pay taxes

All immigrants pay taxes, whether income, propessles, or other. As fa
as income tax payments go, sources vary in theowads, but a range of
studies find that immigrants pay between $90 ariD3illion a year in

federal, state, and local taxes. Even undocumemtedgrants pay income

taxes, as evidenced by the Social Security Adnmatisih’s “suspense file’
(taxes that cannot be matched to workers’ namesaaidl security
numbers), which grew $20 billion between 1990 a9@8l

r National Academy
of Sciences, Cato
Institute, Urban
Institute, Social
Security
Administration

2. Immigrants
come here to take
welfare'

Immigrants come to work and reunite with family nimsrs. Immigrant
labor force participation is consistently higheartmative-born, and
immigrant workers make up a larger share of the &$r force (12.4%)
than they do the U.S. population (11.5%). Moreotlez,ratio between
immigrant use of public benefits and the amounttgés they pay is
consistently favorable to the U.S., unless thedgtuwas undertaken by a
anti-immigrant group. In one estimate, immigrargeneabout $240 billion
a year, pay about $90 billion a year in taxes, @selabout $5 billion in
public benefits. In another cut of the data, immarmgrtax payments total
$20 to $30 billion more than the amount of governhservices they use

American
Immigration
Lawyers
Association,
Urban Institute

=)

3. Immigrants

In addition to the consumer spending of immigramideholds, immigrant

=

5 Cato Institute,

send all their and their businesses contribute $162 billion inresenue to U.S. federal, Inter-American
money back to state, and local governments. While it is true thamhigrants remit billions|  Development
their home of dollars a year to their home countries, thigrie of the most targeted Bank
countries and effective forms of direct foreign investment.

4. Immigrants take The largest wave of immigration to the U.S. sirfee=éarly 1900s Brookings
jobs and coincided with our lowest national unemploymenéerand fastest Institution

opportunity away
from Americans

economic growth. Immigrant entrepreneurs creats jobU.S. and foreigr
workers, and foreign-born students allow many dr&duate programs t(

keep their doors open. While there has been no Empsive study done

of immigrant-owned businesses, we have countlezspbes: in Silicon
Valley, companies begun by Chinese and Indian imemigg generated
more than $19.5 billion in sales and nearly 73,0®8 in 2000.

5. Immigrants are
a drain on the U.S
economy

During the 1990s, half of all new workers were fgreborn, filling gaps
left by native-born workers in both the high- andiskill ends of the
spectrum. Immigrants fill jobs in key sectors, stheir own businesses,
and contribute to a thriving economy. The net béoéimmigration to the
U.S. is nearly $10 billion annually. As Alan Grepas points out, 70% of
immigrants arrive in prime working age. That meeasmshaven’t spent a
penny on their education, yet they are transplamiedour workforce and
will contribute $500 billion toward our social seity system over the nex
20 years.

National Academy
of Sciences,
Center for Labor
Market Studies at
Northeastern
University,
Federal Reserve

! Due to welfare reform, legal immigrants are severely restrfooea accessing public benefits, and undocumented
immigrants are even further precluded from anything atheam emergency services. Anti-immigrant groups skew these
figures by including programs used by U.S. citizen chitdof immigrants in their definition of immigrant welfarse,
among other tactics.
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TOP TEN IMMIGRATION MYTHS AND FACTS, CONTINUED

6. Immigrants
don’t

want to learn
English or become

Within ten years of arrival, more than 75% of imnaigts speak English
well; moreover, demand for English classes at thdtdevel far exceeds
supply. Greater than 33% of immigrants are natzedlicitizens; given
increased immigration in the 1990s, this figurd vide as more legal

U.S. Census
Bureau, U.S.
Department of
Homeland

Americans permanent residents become eligible for naturadimah the coming years. Security (Bureau
The number of immigrants naturalizing spiked shagster two events: | of Citizenship and
enactment of immigration and welfare reform lawd @96, and the Immigration
terrorist attacks in 2001. Services)
7. Today’s The percentage of the U.S. population that is §prdiorn now stands at U.S. Census
immigrants are 11.5%; in the early 2@entury it was approximately 15%. Similar to Bureau

different than
those of 100 years
ago

accusations about today’s immigrants, those ofyH20s ago initially ofter
settled in mono-ethnic neighborhoods, spoke thedive languages, and
built up newspapers and businesses that catetbditdellow émigrés.
They also experienced the same types of discrimim#bat today’s

immigrants face, and integrated within Americartund at a similar rate. If

we view history objectively, we remember that eveeyv wave of
immigrants has been met with suspicion and douthtyat ultimately,
every past wave of immigrants has been vindicateldsaluted.

8. Most immigrants

Around 75% have legal permanent (immigrant) viehshe 25% that are

INS Statistical

cross the border undocumented, 40% overstayed temporary (nonimmipvésas. Yearbook
illegally

9. Weak U.S. From 1986 to 1998, the Border Patrol's budget iaseel six fold and the Cato Institute
border number of agents stationed on our southwest balaldnled to 8,500. The

enforcement has | Border Patrol also toughened its enforcement gfyateeavily fortifying

lead to high typical urban entry points and pushing migrants oingerous desert

undocumented areas, in hopes of deterring crossings. Instead,jtkdocumented

immigration immigrant population doubled in that timeframe8tmillion—despite the

legalization of nearly 3 million immigrants aftéretenactment of the
Immigration Reform and Control Act in 1986.
Insufficient legal avenues for immigrants to erter U.S., compared with

the number of jobs available to them, have cretitisdcurrent conundrum.

10. The war on
terrorism can be
won through
immigration
restrictions

No security expert since Septembe#, 12001 has said that restrictive
immigration measures would have prevented theristrattacks—instead
they key is good use of good intelligence. Mosthef 9/11 hijackers wereg

here on legal visas. Since 9/11, the myriad of messtargeting
immigrants in the name of national security havitegeno terrorism
prosecutions. In fact, several of these measundlsl t@ve the opposite
effect and actually make us less safe, as targetednunities of

Newspaper

, articles, various
security experts,
and think tanks

immigrants are afraid to come forward with inforioat

MORE FACTS ONLINE:

The Truth about Undocumented Immigration’s ImpatSwocial Security, Healthcare,
the Economy, and National Securityttp://jifm.tamu.edu/imfacts.htm

One page printable fact sheet from the HighlandaTt€ entitled, “Nafta’s Vicious
Cycle.” http://www.highlandercenter.org/pdf-files/r-naftgete. pdf




UU Grounding for Standing with Immigrants

Statement from UUA President Rev. William G. Sinkffo. ... 4

Excerpts from Rev. Kim Crawford Harvie's sermon f&aario: Sanctuary for All” . . . .. 5
Public Policy Statement from the UUA Washingtoni€#ffor Advocacy . . . .. 6
Unitarian Universalist Association Supports the New Sanctuary Movement

May 8, 2007 statement from UUA President Rev. &llG. Sinkford

“Grounded in the Unitarian Universalist affirmatiohthe
inherent worth and dignity of every person, thetaman
Universalist Association of Congregations endotkes
New Sanctuary Movement, a movement of prophetic
hospitality and public witness to bring about refange in
the immigration policy of the United States. TheAJ|dins
other people of faith and conscience in callingtfar
passage of just and comprehensive immigration metord
an immediate stop to federal raids that separatnfsa
from their children and create a climate of feadt an
repression.

In the original Sanctuary movement in the 1980stadian Universalists joined Catholic,
Protestant and Jewish congregations in providimgtsary to Central American refugees.
The Sanctuary movement protected tens of thousairiddividuals and families who

were largely being denied asylum by the governmBms movement, initiated by people
of faith, ultimately changed policy on the natiotelel.

It is time for a new sanctuary movement that stamtts immigrants who are resisting
deportation through legal channels. Driven by ttespect of economic opportunity and
by American businesses voracious need for cheap,labhdocumented immigration is on
the rise. America has created an under-class ofenets who are refused the dignity and
civil protections that come with citizenship. Ownent system keeps families apart, both
through a huge backlog in family-based immigratiemg through the unjust detention
and deportation of immigrant mothers, fathers, ot and sisters. We are also called to
acknowledge that racism has blinded many Ameritamghat takes place in our own
kitchens, workshops, and fields. For our natiobéavhole, we must acknowledge that
our lives of privilege are supported in thousanidways by people whose labor is
invisible and whose suffering is hidden. Led bygleaf faith from many backgrounds
who stand in solidarity with immigrant families etiNew Sanctuary Movement seeks to
take a united, public, moral stand for immigraghts; to protect immigrants against hate,
workplace discrimination and unjust deportatiord &amwitness to the suffering of
immigrant workers and families. Unitarian Universt join in this call for solidarity
because we know that as people of faith, our confcerfamily values needs to embrace
these families as well. Unitarian Universalistsgtan the side of love.”




Excerpts from “Santuario: Sanctuary for All”

Dec. 12, 2007 Sermon by Rev. Kim Crawford Harviarbhgton Street Church, Boston
Complete text available at http://www.ascboston.org/wiprext/071202.pdf
Audio available at http://www.ascboston.org/downlgipiddcast/071202.mp3

“Those of us who . . . have made of this placesthd of Sunday on our spiritual
journey, share a commitment to welcoming the seanrghe not-yet befriended—
commitment to radical hospitality. This is the hexd our faith: love, service, justice,
peace.”

“As Unitarian Universalists, we stand at the inéetson of every major world religion
that calls us to this welcome:

The Jewish people, remembering the time of thestaeement as strangers in Egypt,
begin their credo with the words, “An ancient Aramavas my father®*You shall not
wrong a stranger or oppress him,” says their Ildar, you were strangers in the land of

Egypt.”

Christians worship a Messiah who was homelesssJsd, “For | was hungry, and you
gave me food; | was thirsty, and you gave me diinkas a stranger, and you took me in;
naked and you clothed me; sick and you visitedimprison and you came to see me....
Inasmuch as you have done this unto one of thé ¢édisese my brethren, you have done
it unto me.*

And in the Qur’an, the central religious text dars, it is written that Muslims should
“serve God ... and do good to ... orphans, those id negighbors who are near,
neighbors who are strangers, the companion by sider the wayfarer that you meet,
[and those who have nothing].”

As Unitarian Universalists, each of these faitllitians informs the first principle of our
faith: the commitment to affirm and promote theardmt worth and dignity of every
being.”

“Undocumented workers live under the constant thoédeportation, vulnerable to
employers who pay them sub-standard wages andi afrapeak out when their rights
are violated. As long as they remain outside thigfotection of U.S. employment laws,
‘they can become a subordinate labor class, whetsshcompanies depress wage and
benefits standards throughout entire industriemefica was founded on the principle of
equal opportunity. Who will defend that high idesho, if not we?”

2 Deuteronomy 26:5

% Exodus 22:21

* Matthew 25:35-36; 40
®Quran 4:36




Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations

Public Policy Statement

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE ASSOCIATION’S

WASHINGTON OFFICE FOR ADVOCACY
1320 18™ ST NW, SuITE 300B (202) 296-4672 UUAWO@UUA.ORG
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 (202) 296-4673 FAX WWW.UUA.ORG/UUAWO

The following Public Policy Statement is a consolidation of all relevant statements approved by the Unitarian Universalist
Association of Congregations General Assembly and Board of Trustees. For complete versions of these or others, see
www.uua.org/actions.

JUST AND COMPASSIONATE POLICIES
FOR IMMIGRANTS AND MIGRANT WORKERS

The Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations affirms the inherent worth and dignity of every
person, and covenants to promote justice, equity, and compassion in human relations. Furthermore,
the Association supports equitable treatment for all workers, laws which honor the sanctity of family
ties, and fair and compassionate treatment of all people, regardless of national origin. Thus, the UUA
supports humane policies for immigrants and migrant workers.

The General Assembly’s Resolutions and Statement of Conscience have called for:

Reform of labor legislation and employment standards to provide greater protection for workers,
including the right to organize and bargain collectively, protection from unsafe working conditions,
and protection from unjust dismissal (Working for a Just Economic Community, 1997 GR)

Access to adequate housing, social services, child care, adult daycare, education, health care, legal
services, financial services, and transportation (Economic Injustice, Poverty, and Racism: We Can
Make a Difference! SC, 2000)

Opposition to profiling based on nationality, ethnicity, or religion. (Civil Liberties, SC, 2004)
Investigation and monitoring of the practices, standards, and care at INS detention centers
(Children Held by the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service, 1992, GR)

Through Actions of Immediate Witness and Responsive Resolutions the General Assembly has
also called for:

An immediate moratorium of all inhumane raids and resulting deportations (Support Immigrant
Families—Stop the ICE Raids, AIW, 2007)

Just and comprehensive immigration reform (Support Immigrant Justice, 2006, AIW)

The creation of an accessible and timely process to obtain residency and citizenship (SI1J, 2006,
AlW)

Equitable treatment of all workers (S1J, 2006, AIW)

Access to government and its democratic processes and to health care, education, and police
protection for all (SI1J, 2006, AIW)

Opposition to attempts at all levels of government to further criminalize or demonize immigrants and
undocumented individuals and the people who give them humanitarian aid (SIJ, 2006, AIW)
Opposition to legislation by any governmental body that establishes any language as our "national
language” (S1J, 2006, AIW)

Opposition to the further militarization of United States borders (S1J, 2006, AIW)

For more information, check out the Washington €% Issue Brief on Comprehensive Immigration Refat
http://uua.org/documents/washingtonoffice/immigyatiissuebrief.pdf




What You Can Do

Become a New Sanctuary Congregation

Join the New Sanctuary Movement (8egw.newsanctuarymovement.grgp pledge support
to immigrant families suffering from unjust immigi@n laws and raids through providing
sanctuary and educating, advocating, and witnessirgehalf of immigrant rights. NSM
calls for a moratorium on federal raids and orgeswitness and ministry at detention
centers. Dozens of UU congregations across thetigoare participating in 30 interfaith
New Sanctuary coalitions across the country.

Support Federal Advocacy Efforts

At the federal level, there are a number of progdsks which would restrict immigrant
rights is passed, while other bills offer supporirhmigrants and/or paths to citizenship. To
stay informed about which bills to oppose and whaBupport, check out the following
ideas for keeping up with developments in immignatielated national legislation:

UU Immigration News Activist Bulletin.
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1272/t/A69®/Sip.jsp?key=1357

Written by Susan Leslie, Director of Congregatiofdi/ocacy and Witness, and Lisa
Swanson, Legislative Assistant for Economic & Rbdisstice at the UUA
Washington Office for Advocacy. To receive theléth, go to the web address
above and enter your info. Beneath, “I would liggoin the following email lists,”
click the box next to “Immigration,” then hit subimand you're done!

New America Media’s Access Washington Weekly Imraigm Update.
http://news.newamericamedia.org/news/view_artithelParticle id=2e4460b99191a
75b1da52fb66301a9cc

National Immigration Law Center’s Immigrants’ RighHt/pdate Newsletter.
http://www.nilc.org/pubs/iru/index.htm

National Immigration Forum’s policy updates.
http://www.immigrationforum.org/DesktopDefault.afipabid=42

Partnerships & Actions

Partner with Immigrant Rights organizations in yoammunity and state. Check out
these websites’ listings of organizations that wamkmmigration related issues:
http://www.rightsworkinggroup.org/?gq=partners&f=p&gks
http://www.nnirr.org/immigration/immigration_maprht
http://www.publiceye.org/research/directories/imnugo_defend.html

Sponsor a Town Hall Forum on Immigration. Readualborst Parish UU’s forum in
Framingham, MA, ahttp://www.wickedlocal.com/framingham/homepage/xd85899




Invite immigrants to share their stories in youlpits, meetings, and forums. Include
immigrant stories and your own immigration stoiresvorkshops. See Resources
below for stories and check your daily newspapers.

Host an Immigration Legal Clinic at you congregaticAsk lawyers, social workers
and advocates in your congregation to volunteeafaronthly clinic. Sedustice For
Our Neighbors, a project of the United Methodist Churicttp://new.gbgm-
umc.org/umcor/work/immigration/jfon/Before jumping in, it's a good idea to see if
something like this is already being offered in yoammunity by another organization.
If so, ask that organization about ways in which gan support their program, rather
than starting your own and “reinventing the wheel.”

Oppose the federal raids, witness at detentiorecgnminister to those inside. On any
given day, over 27,000 immigrants are detainedmoat 200 prison-like facilities
across the country. For a map of facilities kndadetain immigrants in removal
proceedings and ICE district offices, check outDetention Watch Network’s
Detention Maplocated online atttp://detentionwatchnetwork.org/node/]12d
pictured below.

* Facilities known to detain immigrants are showred dots

* ICE district offices are shown as black dots

* Legal service organizations who provide aid ttaoeed immigrants are
shown as green dots




Resources for Education and Discussion

Handbook

For You Were Once a Stranger: Immigration in th& Ulhrough the Lens of Faith

Online athttp://www.iwj.org/actnow/imm/IWJhndbk 4May07L ORE8Sf

For You Were Once a Strangsra comprehensive immigration toolkit that helpsple of faith
reflect on what their religious traditions say abimomigrations and engage in meaningful action
for creating a just and humane immigration programmigrants’ stories in their own voices are
included. ASummary and Guidare now available for download as well at
http://www.iwj.org/actnow/imm/EYWOAS-summary.pdf

Newsletter

Book

National Newsletter of the New Sanctuary Movement
http://www.newsanctuarymovement.org/resources.htm

Posted as topmost link under “Resources.” Thisshetéer contains actions you can take as well
as stories of immigrants in sanctuary and theirrjeys to the U.S.

They Take Our Jobs!: And 20 Other Myths About Imatiign, by Aviva Chomsky

Available athttp://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=272

Chomsky dismantles twenty of the most common astomgpand beliefs underlying statements
like, "I'm not against immigration, only illegal migration,” and challenges the misinformation
in clear, straightforward prose. Engaging andhyéisis book will challenge common
assumptions about immigrants, immigration, and UiSory.

Feature Length Films

Made in L.A.http://www.madeinla.com/

Made in L.A follows the remarkable story of three Latina ignants working in Los Angeles
garment sweatshops as they embark on a three-glgssay to win basic labor protections from
trendy clothing retailer Forever 21. In intimatesebvational styleMade in L.Areveals the

impact of the struggle on each woman'’s life as theygradually transformed by the experience.
Compelling, humorous, deeply humamade in L.Ais a story about immigration, the power of
unity, and the courage it takes to find your voice.

Sentenced Homehttp://www.pbs.org/independentlens/sentencedhomeimtmi

Sentenced Honfellows three young Cambodian Americans throughdbportation process.
Raised in inner city Seattle, they pay an unbearphte for mistakes they made as teenagers.
Caught between their tragic pasts and an uncdtttire, each young man confronts a legal
system that offers no second chances.




Dying to Get In. http://www.bretttolley.com/dying-to-get-in/indexrht

Dying to Get Inprovides an intimate perspective of border cragaimd the people who cross.
The U.S./Mexican border, dubbed a "gauntlet ofldelay documentarian Brett Tolley, is
infiltrated first-hand in this gritty examinatiom his effort to further understand the
relationships between developed and developingtoesnthe viewer is pulled deep into the
Arizona desert where so many have already perished.

A Day without a Mexican http://www.adaywithoutamexican.com/

One morning, California wakes up to find that omiect of its population has disappeared. A
thick fog surrounds the state and communicatiosidatits boundaries is completely cut off. As
the day goes by, we discover that the charactetist links the 14 million disappeared is their
Hispanic background. This film reveals the raeaiadl economic disparities present in many
states across the country.

Short Online Videos

9500 Liberty http://9500liberty.blogspot.com/

An “interactive documentary” about the politicizati of the immigration issue in Northern
Virginia. The aim of this documentary is to infothe public, and investigate alternatives to the
intense polarization that is hindering progresshenimmigration issue.

Breakthrough TVhttp://www.breakthrough.tv/media_cat.asp?id=3&shdp28
A wealth of short videos on human rights issuedpiting many on US immigration and
deportation.

Hutto: America’s Family Prison
http://tdonhutto.blogspot.com/2007/12/hutto-amesitamily-prison.html

In May 2006, the Department of Homeland Securitgragal its first prison for immigrant

families 30 miles north of Austin. It is the firfstmily detention center in the country to be based
on the penal model. The T Don Hutto facility holden, women, children, and infants, none of
whom have a criminal past. Administered by the €dions Corporation of America (CCA), the
country's largest for-profit corrections companwttd lacks proper licensing and medical
facilities, and has been proven to traumatize fiasil

UUA President Rev. William G. Sinkford at ICE Heaalders in Portland, OR, protesting raids,
6/24/07http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-301715@BP2441
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Involving Youth

Iced Video Game
http://www.icedgame.com/
Players assume the identity of an
immigrant teenager avoiding ICE
officers. During the game, players
answer questions on immigration and
make everyday choices. If players make
poor choices or answer questions
incorrectly, they are detained, with no
respect for their human rights.

Shop Till You Drop on a Mexican Wage
http://www.ueinternational.org/shop/index.php

This is an excellent resource to help childrenfafids of all ages to understand the
financial pressures which cause people from Meaiwd other economically vulnerable

countries to migrate to the United States. Plapals a profession and go on a shopping
trip to see what they can buy with their wages xMo and in the United States. Below

is a sample shopping trip:

In the U.S,, In Mexico, meet
meet Marta Elena Mendoza
Jaramillo, a Zarate, a factory
factory worker worker in Mexico
in Chicago, City.
lllinois.
There, an individual factory worker There, an individual factory worker who
who has worked 23 years, making fans is a stamping machine operator makes
and heaters, makes aroupil.30an around 12.61 pesos an hour (before
hour (before deductions).* deductions), including a year-end bonus.

That total wage equals abdkft.13an

hour.*

Hours an individual factory worker must work to day.

Medium sized Super Value Meal In the U.S.

In Mexico

US Price: $4.48 24 minutes
Price in Mexico (in dollars)**: $4.57

4 hours, 3 minutes
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Could You Pass the Test for United States Citizengt?

Answer questions from the current U.S. Citizensmd Immigration Servicg®JSCIS)
citizenship test.
http://usgovinfo.about.com/blinstst.htm

Then try the new questions which INS will beginngsin 2008.
http://usgovinfo.about.com/library/blinstst new.htm

Sample Questions from current test:
Who is the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court?
What did the Emancipation Declaration do?
What are the first ten amendments to the Constitsitcalled?
How many times may a Congress[person] be re-@l@cte
What are the 19and 58 states of the Union?
Who said, “Give me liberty or give me death.”?
Which President was the first Commander in Chighe U.S. military?

Who wrote the Star-Spangled Banner?

Sample questions from the test to be released ob@c of 2008:

The idea of self-government is in the first thremrds of the Constitution. What
are these words?

What is one right or freedom from the First Ame reaht’?
In what month do we vote for President?

How many justices are on the Supreme Court?

Who was President during World War 1?

What movement tried to end racial discrimination?
Name one American Indian tribe in the United State

Name one of the two longest rivers in the Unitémtes.
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