
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Welcoming Our Neighbors: 
A Unitarian Universalist Guide to Immigrant Justice 

 
 

 
   

 

Our Unitarian Universalist 

faith calls us to recognize 

that no one is "the stranger,ò 

 

 to affirm and promote the 

inherent worth and dignity 

of every person, 

 

 and to support the use of 

justice for all people. 
 

                                        UUNNII TTAARRII AANN  UUNNII VVEERRSSAALL II SSTT  AASSSSOOCCII AATTII OONN  OOFF  CCOONNGGRREEGGAATTII OONNSS  

A d v o c a c y  a n d  W i t n e s s  P r o g r a m s 
  Congregational Advocacy and Witness      (617) 948-4607            socialjustice@uua.org 

                                                  Washington Office for Advocacy                (202) 393-2255            uua.org/socialjustice 
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This resource was prepared by staff 

at the:  
 

 Washington Office for 

Advocacy; and  
 

 Office for Congregational 

Advocacy and Witness.   
 

 

The Washington Office for Advocacy 
is located in Washington, D.C.  Its 

mission is to influence public policy 

decisions made by the U.S. Congress and 

Administration on issues of concern to 

the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

The Washington Office also provides 

support and resources to congregations 

and individuals seeking to create change 

in their communities and states. 

 

The Office for Congregational 

Advocacy and Witness is located in 

Boston, Massachusetts.  Its mission is to 

support and enhance the social justice 

efforts and programs of Unitarian 

Universalist congregations and to help 

increase the collective UU and interfaith 

voice in the public policy arena. The 

Office for Congregational Advocacy and 

Witness promotes UU and interfaith 

social justice campaigns and actions and 

provides a variety of resources to social 

action committee members and ministers. 

 

For more information, see: 

 

 uua.org/socialjustice 

 

 uuasocialjustice.blogspot.com 

 
June, 2009. 
 

This is an up-dated and expanded version of a 

resource released in honor of Immigrant 

Rights Day on May 1, 2008, originally titled, 

ñWelcoming the Stranger.ò  
 

Find Welcoming Our Neighbors online at http://tinyurl.com/qtu3q6   

http://tinyurl.com/qtu3q6
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ñCurrent immigration laws do not meet the needs of our 

economy or workers. In the current regime, there is no 

visa category authorizing essential workers in low- or 

semiskilled occupations to work in the U.S., except on a 

seasonal basis. That seasonal, employment-based 

visaðthe H-2B programðis wholly inadequate to meet 

labor needs in a broad range of industries, from 

landscaping to hospitality to health care.ò  
Making the Case for Comprehensive Immigration Reform, (AILA). 

ñThe number of border deaths has increased 

dramatically in recent years, now reaching nearly 

one death per day.òNational Council of La Raza 

ñNearly two-thirds [of Latinos] say 
the failure of Congress to enact an 
immigration reform bill has made 
life more difficult for all Latinos.ò 

 Pew Hispanic Center 

The New 

York Times, 9-9-07. 

ñThere are approximately five 

million U.S. children with at least 
one undocumented parent. The 

recent intensification of 
immigration enforcement activities 

by the federal go vernment has 
increasingly put these children at 

risk of family separation, economic 
hardship, and psychological 

trauma.ò Paying the Price: The Impact of 

Immigration Raids on Americaôs Children, National 

Council of La Raza and Urban Institute, 2007. 

 

 

In t he current immigration 

system, families are separated 

and workers are hurt by: 

 

 Visa backlogs  
 

 Flawed guest worker programs  
 

 Harmful enforcement-only 

measures 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÍÈÐÓÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ

immigration laws to 

provide a realistic means 

for farmers to hire 

seasonal works has 

forced employers to "opt -

out" of the legal system 

and opt-in to an 

underground labor 

market. Estimates 

suggest that up to 75% of 

the agricultural 

workforce may be 

undocumented. This fact 

is evidence of a stark 

lose-lose situation: 

employers are forced to 

hire unlawfully and 

operate on the margins or 

lose their crops, and 

workers are forced to 

work without 

documentation and live 

in the shadows or lose 

ÛÏÌÐÙɯÓÐÝÌÓÐÏÖÖËȭɂ American 

Immigration Lawyers Assoc., 

AILA InfoNet Doc. No. 

08050268 (posted May. 2, 2008). 

 

ñThe Washington Post recently 
calculated that ówith roughly 1.6 
million immigrants in some stage of 
immigration proceedings, the 
government holds more detainees a 
night than Clarion Hotels have 
guests, operates nearly as many 
vehicles as Greyhound has buses 
and flies more people each day than 
do many small U.S. airlines.ôò 
Detention Watch Network 

ñEvery year the 

economy as a whole 

creates some 500,000 

more unskilled jobs 

than Americans want 

to do, yet we issue 

only 5,000 year-round 

visas for the 

immigrants who 

might fill them.ò  
The Washington Post,12-15-06. 

ñ. . . . hundreds of heavily 

armed ICE agents stormed six 

meat packing plants across 

Americaôs heartland . . .ò 

Michael Graves, House 

Hearing on Raids, 2-08. 

 

ñOur current system 
has made illegality 
the norm.ò Making the Case for 

Comprehensive Immigration Reform, 
American Immigration Lawyers 

Association (AILA). 

 

Background: Statue of Liberty  

photo by William WM 

Creative Commons  
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Visa Backlogs 

Coming Here Legally: Obtaining Lawful Residence 

The majority of immigrants who obtain a ñgreen cardòða visa which grants 

lawful permanent residencyðdo so through sponsorship by a family member 

or sponsorship by an employer who is already in the United States.  After five 

years as a lawful permanent resident, an immigrant can apply for U.S. 

citizenship.  But a tremendous backlog in processing visa applications is 

putting families in the painful position of having to choose whether to follow the 

law and be separated for up to twenty years in some cases, or to break the law 

in order to be together. 

There are many different categories of visas for people who want to become permanent 

residents of the U.S.  Which type of visa a person applies for is determined by their 

relationship to the family member already in the U.S. who is sponsoring him or her, or the 

type of work they are coming to the U.S. to perform.   

 

Many visa categories have a quota or ñcap,ò which limits the number of people who can 

receive that kind of visa to enter the U.S. each year.  Family reunification is the largest 

avenue through which individuals qualify for permanent residence.  Family-based 

immigration is split into two major categories. 

 

 Immediate relatives - This category is unlimited, and includes spouses of citizens, 

unmarried children under 21 of citizens, or parents of U.S. citizens who are over 21.   

 

 Family preference - This category includes unmarried children over 21 of U.S. 

citizens (cap: 23,400); unmarried children over 21 of green card holders who are not 

yet citizens (114,200); married children of U.S. citizens (23,400); and siblings 

(65,000).   

 

It might seem as if there are a lot of visas in the family preference category, but . . .  

 

Due to application processing backlogs, the wait for a permanent residency 

visa for those who fall into the ñFamily Preferenceò category ranges from two 

or three years to over twenty, depending on an applicantôs sub-sub-category 

and country of origin. 
 

See the flowchart on the next page to find out how long the waiting period for a visa can be 

for different people trying to immigrate to the United States.   Turn to the following page to 

read how one familyôs wait for the visa backlog to clear has lasted over a decade. 
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