Community and Youth Ministry

What is a community?
e A community is welcoming and friendly.
e A community is an inclusive space where everyone belongs and is valued.
e A community includes and affirms diverse identities and beliefs.
e A community encourages the spiritual growth of all its members.

e A community provides its members with the courage, strength, and empowerment to live out their values in
the world.

The UUA’s Consultation on Ministry To and With Youth recently conducted a survey of 1,400 UU youth ages 12-20.

Many of the questions related to how youth feel about their experiences with youth groups and district/regional/
continental youth programs. They were presented with a list of statements, and asked to say how much they agree
with each of them. Here’s what they had to say about the UU youth community:
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“I feel spiritually akin to all that lives, and find growth through many
different vessels and spaces. The UU community has created a strong and
safe community space for me to explore my own spirituality. The local YRUU

program was extremely important to my spiritual development, as was the
continental YRUU community.”

“My spiritual beliefs are rooted in
the power of community. I haven’t
found my spiritual connection in my
UU congregation.”
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Note: Percentages at the local level include all respondents whose congregations have a youth group (whether they’re currently
involved or not). Percentages at the district/regional/continental level include only respondents who are involved at that level.



