


“It got me thinking:

What do | want to
achieve? Not in terms of
personal gain, but in
terms of what would | like
to be a part of changing
in this world? How
would | like the world to
be a better place?”’

Lynn Acquafondata,
from ‘“‘Speaking With
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2007 Stewardship Sermon Award
Recipient: Rev. Lynn Acquafondata

The annual Stewardship Sermon Award is
co-sponsored by the UU Ministers’ Associa-
tion, the Liberal Religious Educators’ Asso-
ciation, and the Annual Program Fund. The
Reverend Lynn Acquafondata is the recipient
of this year’s Stewardship Sermon Award.

Formerly known as Lynn Brodie, Rev. Ac-
quafondata recently reclaimed the original
[talian version of her maiden name, Fondy.
She has served as the minister of the Unitar-
ian Universalist Church of the South Hills
“Sunnyhill” in Pittsburgh since August 2003.
Previously, Lynn served as interim minister
in Topeka, Kansas, as new congregation or-
ganizing minister for Spirit of Life Church in
St. Cloud, Minnesota and as a chaplain at St.

Lynn graduated from United Theological
Seminary of the Twin Cities in 1999 with a
Master of Divinity Degree. During her stud-
ies she interned at the White Bear UU
Church in Mahtomedi, Minnesota where she
was ordained. She lives in Mt. Lebanon in
the South Hills of Pittsburgh with her two
teenage sons and two dogs. Lynn wrote a
chapter on cooking as spiritual practice for
the book Everyday Spiritual Practice edited by
Scott W. Alexander and published by Skin-
ner House Books in 2001.

Read Rev. Acquafondata’s sermon, entitled
“Speaking With Your Money” at
www.uua.org/giving/awardsscholarships/
stewardshipsermon/8257.shtml

Your Money” Cloud Hospital in Minnesota.

Stories of Generosity

Building a Radically Inclusive Community

in Rancho Palos Verdes, CA

Pacific Unitarian Church in Rancho Palos Verdes,
CA, located in the Pacific Southwest District, has
experienced a 30% increase in membership in the
last two years thanks to a renewed sense of mission
and direction, reports Rev. John Morehouse, their
minister since 2005. With a vision to "Build
a Radically Inclusive Community,” the con-
gregation has finalized a multi year strategic
plan that calls for renewed outreach to peo- |
ple of color and the GLBT community.

The UUA's Media Campaign launched in
the Fall of 2006 has been critical to the con-
gregation’s recent growth efforts. "The advertising
brought them in the door, and the quality of our
worship and the depth of the our community kept
them" says Rev. Morehouse. Several new ministries
have been launched under the church's rubric of
‘Setting Free the Ministry in You," a renewed pres-
ence in the interfaith community and an Addiction
and Recovery Ministry.

Further vital improvements to programming have
followed the addition of a paid Director of Pastoral
Care to the staff. The Rev. Teri Masters, a long time
member and interfaith hospice chaplain, recently
began developing a network of trained Lay Pastoral
Associates under Rev. Morehouse's supervi-
sion. With more than half of its members over
the age of 65, the congregation recognized the
need to care for its own even as it welcomes
new members. The Director of Pastoral Care
has taken on the responsibility of revitalizing
the congregation’s small groups to further
deepen the connections between young and
old. "Our plan calls for another 30% increase in four
years' says Rev. Morehouse. "With this combination
of depth and breadth we will get there." Long term,
the church is considering a satellite congregation in
nearby San Pedro.

Rev. John Morehouse, Minister
Pacific Unitarian Church
310-378-9449 (Office)



From the General Chair:
Barb Brown

Top Ten Reasons Why
People Give Money

Barb Brown has been the General Chair for the Annual Program
Fund Committee since 2005. She previously served as the Central
Midwest APF Committee Chair from 2002 to 2005, and concur-
rently on the APF Executive Committee from 2003 to 2005. Her
strong leadership skills, as well as her long-standing commitment
to Unitarian Universalism and the Annual Program Fund, make
Barb an exceptional asset to our Committee.

Barb’s current responsibilities include: establishing APF Commit-
tee objectives, maintaining liaisons with the APF Director, the Fi-
nance Committee and the Board of Trustees, guiding and support-
ing APF Committee District Chairs, and recruiting new Chairs.
When asked what she enjoys most about her role, Barb says “I love
working with the great folks who come from our Districts to do the
work of the Annual Program Fund. They are amazing. Ilearn
something at every meeting.” She offers insight into the reasons
people give to UU congregations:

The 10 Top Reasons People Give Money

10. They figure that if they sign their pledge card, you'll find them if
they are ever ‘lost on a deserted island.’

9. They would rather have their children learn about religion at
church than on the playground.

8. They haven’t found another church that allows a champagne
toast during life passages. (And any place that always has coffee
brewing can’t be all bad!)

7. They were asked to give to something that matched their values.

6. They were asked to give an amount that made absolute sense
and it felt good to them to give it.

5. They were asked to give by someone to whom they couldn’t say
no.

4. They were asked to give at exactly the right time and their
hearts said, “Yes!” even before they opened their mouths.

3. They were asked to give to something they believe in (mission,
project, etc.).

2. There were asked to give by someone they trust.

1. They were asked to give!

In faith and service,

Barb Brown, General Chair, APF Committee
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Association
Sunday 2007

Growing our Faith,
through Growing
our Numbers

Plan now to be in church on Sunday, October
14" when we join with thousands of Unitarian
Universalists across the nation celebrating our
shared commitment on Associdation Sunday.

In this service, we will strengthen the bonds of
our common purpose and combine our resources
to make Unitarian Universalism the voice of lib-
eral religious values in our country. We are bet-
ter together. We increase our spirit and influ-
ence. We honor the “inherent worth and dignity
of every person.” Our values are needed to help
heal the wounded world. We will be taking a
special collection for the growth and vitality of
our congregations.

Funds raised will be used for a national market-
ing campaign and for grants to congregations for
growth outreach projects. We hope each person
will contribute $50. If you can’t attend, please
send in a check.

We thank the congregations that have already
signed up! If your congregation has signed up,
please be sure to send in a photo of your church!

For further information, visit the Association
Sunday website:
http://www.uua.org/giving/associationsunday/in
dex.shtml or, contact Cherisse Haakonsen at
AssociationSunday@uua.org or (617) 948-6544.
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Spirit of Generosity at Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of South County, Rl

“I came here because of this congre-
gation’s spirit,” says Rev. Betty Kor-
nitzer. “When we attend to gener-
osity and to being a community of
faith, it makes our spirit sing.”

Rev. Betty is in her third year of the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of South County’s first settled min-
istry. This congregation was estab-
lished in 1993 in Peace Dale, Rhode
Island, in the Ballou Channing Dis-
trict, with 29 members. Calling
their first minister was a big stretch
financially for the congregation, but
they raised the funds they needed.

The congregation has grown to over
130 adult members and nearly 60
children and youth—an

__ “When we
@l

]

i faith, it makes

amazing rate of growth for a
newly-established congrega-
tion. And they are a busy group.

Throughout their existence, the UU

! attend to

Congregation of South County has been
a loyal Fair Share contributor to both
the Annual Program Fund and the Bal-
lou Channing District.

Outreach, social action and service are
very important to the members of the
UU Congregation of South County.
Through their Agape Fund, they provide
support to their members and friends.
When the Tsunami hit, the congrega-
tion contributed $3,000 in a single call.
The congregation is also involved in a
social action network which provides
support for New Orleans families af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina. They are a
part of the Partner Church Network
which assists the First UU Church in
New Orleans. These have all
been meaningful relationships,
as have been their partnership
relationships established in
three areas of Africa. “We are an
international congregation,
though our organization is
based in a tiny town in rural
Rhode Island,” says Richard Ev-
ans, who serves as congrega-
tional president.

our heart sing.”

Richard reports that currently
the UU Congregation of South County
is meeting for services at the local Le-

gion Hall. They are readying them-
selves to buy property for their first
church home, and the fund-raising ac-
tivities for the Land and Building Fund
involve all ages within the congrega-
tion.

Take young Thomas Carson, for exam-
ple. Seven-
year old Tho-
mas cares a
lot about his
congrega-
tion. “I
thought we
needed a big-
ger space for
the kids be-
cause right now we are all together and
the big kids are meeting in the kitchen
on Sundays, Thomas reports. “I didn’t
want the adults to do all the fund-
raising, so I decided to take $5.00 of the
money I got for Christmas and give it to
our new building fund,” said Thomas.
Thomas decorated a big water bottle
with spirals and lines with markers and
posed a challenge to the congregation
to match his contribution. And they
responded to “The Thomas Carson
Challenge” enthusiastically, contribut-
ing over $200 in matching funds.

UUA Income for General Support:
Fiscal Year 2007 $14,410,229

Admin. Fees 5%

Investment
Income 15%

Bequests 3%
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New Stewardship Guide Available:
Beyond Fundraising: A Complete Guide to
Congregational Stewardship

Beyond Fundraising: A Complete Guide to Congregational Stewardship, by Wayne B. Clark, moves congregations
from a culture of scarcity to a culture that welcomes, and even expects, a focus on abundance. The book also suggests
that we diminish our concentration on money itself by putting fundraising under the umbrella of stewardship. Beyond
Fundraising introduces a new and comprehensive stewardship development program, Forward Through the Ages, that puts
money in perspective by making it one of five components of stewardship development (stewardship education, joyful
giving, ministry and good works, annual budget drive, and planned giving).

“Beyond Fundraising has everything your congregation needs to know about successful and meaning-

o ..;.9,1...1."-
ful stewardship. This invaluable resource is a must read for every finance and stewardship commit- A g
tee, perhaps the only book you will ever need on the subject. I will definitely recommend it to my ﬂmnn‘,smﬂ

own congregation!”

—Harold E. Babcock, Minister, First Religious Society, Unitarian Universalist, Newburyport, Massachusetts

Wavrs &, Ctar

“Grounded in his own experience as a widely respected and successful fundraising consultant, and inspired by real
vision rather than just wishful thinking, Clark presents a comprehensive stewardship strategy that will work for all
congregations, irrespective of their size, composition or location.”

—Stefan M. Jonasson, UUA Director for Large Congregations

“Beyond Fundraising will be the essential manual for congregational leaders embracing a change in their stewardship cul-
ture. . .. Every board and finance committee member in my congregation will be receiving a copy.”

—Naomi King, Minister and APF Committee UUMA Liaison

Beyond Fundraising: A Complete Guide to Congregational Stewardship can be purchased through the UUA Bookstore:

http://www.uua.org/bookstore or 1-800-215-9076.

Stewardship and Our Youth

Growing Up Generous: Engaging Youth in Giving and Serving, a re-
source published by The Alban Institute, offers eight keys to
engaging youth in stewardship activities. These keys can be
applied to stewardship in Unitarian Universalist congrega-
tions.

1. Commit to the well-being of others. Be able to articulate the vi-
sion and commitment of the project or service. Youth can
learn about commitment by the examples set by leaders.

2. Cherish children and youth. Children learn to care for and
value others when they are cared for and valued.

3. Connect to faith and traditions. Serving by people of faith is a
response of faith. Offer opportunities for youth to learn the
broad precepts of faith and apply them to their faith and
daily lives.

4. Establish norms and expectations. Create an environment
where giving and serving are the norm.

5. Provide opportunities for youth to practice giving. Give youth

concrete opportunities to engage in financial giving. Fold
this into a conversation on earning, saving, investing and
spending their money.

6. Offer opportunities for youth to practice serving. Foster youth’s
need and want to serve through acts of compassion, justice or
charity. The greatest impact can be made if the service is
thoughtfully planned, undertaken, reflected upon and recog-
nized.

7. Support families. Congregations that partner with parents
are likely to have a greater impact on youth. Integrate a fam-
ily perspective into activities, and provide education, tools
and information to encourage giving and serving. Provide
opportunities for families to serve together.

8. Connect generations. Youth discover the habits of giving and
serving by seeing them lived out by many members of the
congregation. Recognize that the values and lifestyles of
adult members may have an influence on youth. Connect
different generations with service and giving opportunities.



Contact Us!

A

Unitarian Universalist Association Annual Program Fund Committee Chairs

of Congregations General Chair

Annual Program Fund Ballou Channing Jane Fogg
Stewardship and Development Central Midwest Neil Lichtman
25 Beacon St. Clara Barton Michael Quarrey
Boston, MA 02108 Florida Bertha Perez
Heartland Kriss Gang

Phone: 617-948-6512

Joseph Priestle
Fax: 617-725-4979 P Y

Barbara Brown

Pete Fontneau

Mass Bay Jim Staton
www.uua.org/giving
Metro New York Jim Sanders
) Mid-South John Czachurski
87/
Mountain Desert Stan Kidder

Annual Program Fund Director

NH/Vermont
Laurel Amabile

Northeast
617-948-6513 Ohio-Meadville

lamabile@uua.org Pacific Central

Jim King
Pacific Northwest

Annual Program Fund Assistant Pacific Southwest

Melissa Ferris Prairie Star Emily Smith
617-948-6512 Southwest
apf@uua.org St. Lawrence

Thomas Jefferson Pat Griggs

When Sending Contributions, Please:

Make checks payable to “UUA Annual Program Fund”
Send all APF checks to our bank lockbox:

Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations

Annual Program Fund

P.O. Box 843153

Boston, MA 02284-3153
Include statement stubs with your check
Remember to write your congregation ID on each check
Keep correspondence separate and mail to our office location.
Mail checks for other UU entities to the addresses that corre-
spond to those programs. This will prevent checks from being
deposited into APF's account and will minimize paperwork and

accounting errors.

Gerry Blomgren

Dick Jacke
Peggy Evans-Couch

Angela Matthews

bbrown@uua.org
jmfogg@beld.net
neil.I@maddockdouglas.com
mquarrey@filmxtechnologies.com
bperez747@msn.com
kgang@woh.rr.com
pfontneau@cox.net
jhstat@comcast.net
uujimapf@yahoo.com
johncz711@comcast.net
stankidder@comcast.net
amatthews@mail.plymouth.edu
apf@uua.org
geblomgren@prodigy.edu
jimjanking1@comcast.net
dickjacke@aol.com
bobpeg407@earthlink.net
gladriel 19@revealed.net
apf@uua.org

apf@uua.org
PatGriggs@aol.com

APF NOTES

For fiscal year 2006-07, the Fair Share
amount is $53.00 per certified member
(reported as of February 1, 2006).
Contributions received between July
1, 2006 and June 30, 2007 will be ap-
plied to FYO07.

Fair Share Annual Program Fund con-
tributions mailed by June 1, 2007 will
help ensure delegates of your congre-
gation receive ribbons at
General Assembly.

For fiscal year 2007-08, the Fair Share
amount will be $54.00 per certified
member (reported as of February 1,
2007). Contributions received be-
tween July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008
will be applied to FYO08.



