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At first glance this may look like prose.
1 do not write in prose. Poetry is my key to
interpretation. It is also a good way to ra-
tionalize not following the rules...

As a young child I was told not to fol-
low...yet I was led by the hand. As an older
child 1 was told not to follow...yet I found
myself being pushed and pulled by my peers.
Pushed to conform to the image of their liking,
an image that was easy to contend with, and
file away. Stereo-type. Carbon copy. Run-
of-the-mill. Same. I tried to be accepted..
tried harder...to look alike...talk alike...
-~think alike--NC!!!

Alienated. Misfit. 1 wandered alone.

I found my only friend in the form of
blank paper. The warm pen--and the cold wind
in my face to make me feel cynical...and bitter.

Writing was my life...my friend to share
my secrets. My outlet...in the moments of
sunlight, of darkness, of confusion, of pain.

Disenchanted...I never knew myself to
stay in one place too long. I...celebrated?
--searched for 1life's meaning in the bottom
of a bottle, in the flame of a joint, in the
splotch of blood from a razor-sliced wrist.

Embarassed...l woke...with a healed sur-
face wournd and a stained bedspread to re-~
mind me of my failed attempt. Suicide note
crumpled and tossed...I cried.

" Confused and scared. I drifted. Much

instability...l became an actor. Changeling.
Improvising and changing with the scenery,
trying on and then discarding cliques like
so many workout costumes. I celebrated my
confusion...my lack of directon...the self-
parody...
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Amy--We miss ya! Come on and see us
sometime. Good luck as an Exec. The
S.M. local. P.S. What'1l your buddies
at the pizza joint do without ya?

Prince: Dreadfully long time since I've
showered with you, though I anticipate

it happening again. 1 have letters writ-
ten for you but what's yout address? I
Love you, you trickster.,.Michal Ann,

641 No. Humphrey, Oak Park, IL 60302

Ruthie my.dear, I will do my best to get
Nabasco on its feet, into the swing,
along the groove, so it'11 go real
smooth. Love, Michelle

Dear Debbie: I'm so glad you were

at Con-Con--now I know you better,

I Tike you more. And thank you for
your advice in the tourbus, it helped
me alot. IRFly, love and friendship,
Matthias.

Note: Ohio no longer exists in the con-
tinental United States, due to overplayed
controversy. As of October 1, 1980,

Ohio has been nuked and is now pleasant-
1y glowing in the land of 0z. Therefore
Be It Resolved: Ohio is no longer, nor
was it ever, in the Midwest.

Bill, I'11 tie you to the roof rack and
beat you with bungie cords. Can't you
tell I love you?! Nan

Dick P.- 1'm once again in exile in Yel-
low Springs. Please write, visit, or
send word of your continued existance.
Hope you're still tall and thin as I'm
still short and soft. Love and dark
hair. Nell P.S. Yes, kids; here's my
address: N. Veeder, Antioch College,
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 (513)-767-
7331.

Will someone please tell me when Morris-

town is having a conference? A Misplaced

conferee.

s o
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Lisa, I miss ya so much. Befah

Did anyone go to the Stebbins confere-
ence at Asilomar? If so speak up! 1
love ya all. Thanx, write, Valerie
Hard, 20948 Bandera St., Woodland Hills,
CA 91364

High~1 feel unable to deal with things
the way they are, and I'm sorry for
blowing off plans previously made with
other people...but you have to do what
you have to do. Until I get a perma-
nent address, poison pen letters, porno
mail, threats of violence, love letters
and demands for payment may be sent to:
Flight Comm. Keri, c/o Chris Schild,
4602 Lincoln Dr., Concord, CA 94521,
(415)-686-3222. My head's being real
crazy, but I love you all...talk to me
sometime. Keri

S/

FRIENDS OF LRY

LRY
25 Beacon St.
Boston, MA 02108

Dear Friends,

Liveral Keiigious Youth recieves funding
from various sources. In the upcoming year we will
be requesting donations from your lccal LRY group
and from LRYers as individual membeirs cf the organi-
zation. This is necessary because there never seems
to be enough money in our extremeiy tight budget to
have all of the programs which we feel are important
to the youth of the denominatior.. The most support-
jve force in LRY should be the individual members
and the local groups who care about the value of
LRY and its' place in the denominaticn. If as a
friend of LRY you make a donation .to cur organization,
then LRY has gained more than money, we have gained
the love and concern of a friend.

Please give your support to a friend in
need; LRY.

Thank You.

Amy Ehapiro, Director of

Finace and Assemblies

iNQ UoW ar_ eontrubule wl be vmmen-
appreciated.. Please send. your donation_
With the coupon-below 10 Hie 8bore dddrrss
Name;
Address:
City: _State; Zip:

thank you

interns; huh?

How would you like to be an intern? No,
not the kind that works in a hospital--the
LRY kind. Being an intern involves a month
in which you would come to Boston, and iive
and work with the LRY Executive Committee.
Work in the office involves typing, filing,
correspondance, working on People Soup, and
being silly. At Taco Villa, tEe LRY apart-
ment you would have your own room and be
expected to help out around the house. LRY
will pay for vour food, and provide vou with
a T-Pass, which will get you around the
city. Being an intern is certaintlv a learn-
ing experience, and can be a lot of fun! If
you would like more information on the In-
tern Program, write to Interns, 25 Beacon
St., Boston, MA 02108.
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This past summer, International Relig-
jous Fellowship (IRF) held its annual con-
ference at Mt. Tremper, in New York, the
first time in several years in the United
States. The theme was “Communities", and
some thirty-five attendeees from member
groups from the US, England, Holland,
Switzerland and Germany participatedin bu11d-
ing a truly interrational community. Ac-
tivities included a visit to the Sri Oro
Bindo Monastery, .nd workshops on ethnic
comminities, the IRF Community, communities
in space and many more. The conference com-
munity was strenchtened through the use of
care groups, and through the folk music that
seemed to be happening all the time.

So now you know a 1ittle bit about the
IRF Conference. But what exactly is IRF?
And how can you get involved? IRF is an
organization made out of various member
groups around the worid, such as LRY in
North America, and the Fellowship of Youth
in Great Britain. Its basic purpose is to
bring together liberal religious young peo-
ple (teenage to age 35) from all over the
world during a one week conference each sum-
mer. During the rest of the year, IRF serves

through its publication, Forward Together,
as a communications service to let people .

know what each of the othe:r groups are up
to. This may sound very technical and dull
to you, but IRF is far from that. For my-
self, IRF helped me to develop internation-
al fr1endsh1ps, understand the world a bit
better, and has made me feel a little bit.
less alone in the world by showing me that
there are people with beliefs similiar to
mine all over the world.

North American Friends of IRF is a new
organization, created to help people become
aware of IRF--who we are and what we are
doing. In addition to publishing a regular
newsietter and Forward Together, to all in--
terested persons in the US and Canada, NAIRF
will also be sending out pub1icity for the
next IRF Conference, to b2 held in Holland,
and trying to secure scholarship funds for
peorle with low finances who might wish to
come. NAIRF is still in the development-
al stages, so if you'd like to help us get
it off the ground or would simply like to
be on the mailing 1ist, contact Dave Wil-
liams, 2420 Westchester Ct, South San Fran-
cisco, CA 94080. If you were already on
LRY's IRF Mailing list, you have been aut-
omatically included in this list.

SUMMER BOARDS

The LRY Board of Directors met this
summer for the 1980 Annual Meeting in Knox-
ville, Tennessee. Many important issues
were discussed, including the upcoming 1981
Youth Assembly, "Common Ground.”

" Eight federations were represented at
the meeting, including Massachusetts Bay
Federation, represented by Laurie Roth,
Greater Washington Area Federation, repre-
sented by Janet Rosado, Delaware Valley
Federation, represented by Mike Davis, Con-
necticutt River Valley Federation, repre-
sented by Jana Willett, Southern Applala-
chian Mountain Federation, represented by
Chip Bultman, Barney, represented by Jay
ten Hove, Sunco, represented by Steve Baugh-
man (well, sort of), Starr-King, represented
by Hillevi Wyman, Central Midwest Federation,
represented by Nan Warshaw, Pacific South-
west LRY, represented by Tomy James. Also
present was the then LRY Executive Committee,
Gretchen Jones, David Williams, Nina Martin,
and Julienne Farman, and the LRY Judiciary
Comn.ittee, Amy Shapiro, Rachael Stearns.

The Continental Conference Committee also
held meetings during the Board Meeting,

and delivered a report to the Board. There
were about fifteen ohbservers present. The
meeting was moderated by Gretchen Jones,
with Tim Gates and Jennifer Robinson acting
as Parlimentarian and Recordirg Secretary,
respectively.

The agenda for this meeting included
LRY's Budget, Fundraising, People Soup, and
financial change. Perhaps the most produc-
tive day was spawned by a visit from the
1981 Youth Assembly Planning Committee,
when the Committee and the Board discussed
ideas about the assembly. Later that day,
the LRY Board of Directors voted unanimous-
1y to accept the outcome of the Ynuth Assem-
bly as the successor organization to LRY,
and to receive all of LRY's assets.

Elections were held for two positions
on the LRY Executive Committee. Nan War-
shaw was elected to fill the position of
Director of Denominational Communications,
and Amy Shapiro elected as the Director of
Finance and Assemblies. Also held were
elections for the 1980-81 Judiciary Com-
mittee. New membérs of that committee
are: Hillevi Wyman, Jan Willett, Michal

Ann Sammons, Julie-Anne Silberman, and
Jennifer Robinson.

Not a1l of the meeting was work, how-
ever. The entire Board was able to take
a day off and escape the incredible heat
at a nearby lake. Other activities inclu-

ded nightly sojourns to the Pickle-U-Pub,
Baskin-Robbins, the Rocky Horry Picture
Show (a Boards tradition), and to many of
the nearby parks and museums.

Of course, the food was marvelous. By
the end of the ten—day meeting, each board
member was a connieuseur of oatmeal.

The Winter Board Meeting will be held
this year in Princeton, New Jersey from
December 26, 1980, to January 1, 1981. Ob-
servers are welcome to attend, but must par-
ticipate in the meetings, If you would
like information concerning Winter Boards,
write to Boards, ¢/0 LRY, 25 Beacon St,
Boston, MA 02108, or call {617)-742-2105
extension 370.
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Continental Conference 1980 was held
this year in Highlands, North Carolina, at
the Highlands Camp and Conference Center--
"The Mountain". All tolled, there were
about 125 people present, coming from as
far as Germany or as near as Charlotte,
North Carolina. The theme, "Community
Consciousness” was well developed through
many excellent workshops and activities.

The highlights of the week-long con-
ference included the annual "Mr. Ugly"
contest, where the highest honor was award-
ed to sensuous Bunny Bushwack a/k/a Rick
Knowlton. A first-rate coffeehouse allowed
conferees to show off thier talents, from-

a variety of musicians (both real and
timagined) to skits, Jjuggling, a stightly amu-
sing monologue, and basic silliness. Uue

to a dispute as to whether "The Retardos"
should remain as LRY's official punk band,

a "Battle of the Bands" was held. A seven-
member band performing under the name of
"Ratchil Harmonee and the Beat Me Silly

Band" performed several vulgar original tunes,
while "The Retardos" performed some of their
disgusting old favorites. The contest end-
ed in a proposed merger--"The Beat Me til I'm
a Retardo Band.”

The conference site itself was beauti-
ful-nestled high in the Smokey Mountains.
Each cabin housed ten people, each with an
incredible view of the surrounding moun-
tains. At any given time during the week,
you could hear upon walking around the camp,
strange music eminationg from the Rec Hall,
or the odd grumblings of the Dungeons and
Dragons crowd reverberating from the Dining
Hall.

A Dream Workshop was held two consec-
utive nights, led by Wayne Arnason. The
workshop consisted of six groups of seven
to ten people, each group sleeping together.
Before going to steep, each group partic-
ipated in a meditation. In the morning,
we discussed our dreams and helped one another
understand and interpret our dreams.

Two week-long workshops were held,
one on Self-Image, and the other on Women's
Self-Defense. Other workshops included Raft-
ing, Sliding and Other Fun Things to do in
the River, Horseback Riding, New Games, Silk
Screening, Women's Anatomy, Siiliness, Mu-
sic, Photography (this group built their
own darkroom!) and, of course, Dungeons and
Dragons.

This year's Con-Con committee. Julie
Ann Silberman, from New Jersey, Lane Betz,
from Great Barrington, Massachusetts, and

UU-UN HOLDS SEMINAR

"There is a greater than 50% chance that
the world will blow up in your lifetime."
This was one of the many facts we discussed
at the UU United Nations Youth Seminar on Dis-
armament. Attending were 21 UU Youth from
across the country. We listened to many inter-
esting speakers, watched a few films, went on
a tour of the United Nations, and sat in on
a special session on Disarmament of the first
cormittee of the UN. The facts scared us, but
ve also found out what we could do to cause
a change. We also learned many other alarm-
ing facts: The U.S. is #1 in military power,
48 in doctor/patient ratio, #15 in literacy
and infant mortality, and #26 in life expec-
tancy. By the end of the four day seminar we
had bhecome thoroughly metivated--lTookina for
vuard to working on disarmament issues within
our chuyrches and communities. If you would
like information on tutuyre JU-UN Seminars. or
ste rhene of disarmament, contact lan Yarshaw,
Mrvector of Deneminatinral Communications.
/6 L Peacon St., Beston, MA 02105,

FOCUS:
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JennIfer Brett, also from New Jersey, did

a superb job on all aspects of the conference-
certaiantly not an easy job! Next year's
Continental Conference Committee was elec-
ted. The members of that committee are:
James Bohem, from Wayne, PA, Phil Rodgers,
from Texas, Chris Chichester, from Denver,
Chris Paine, from San Fransisco,, Hillevi
Wyman, from San Fransisco, and Amy Shapiro,
the LRY Liaison. They are looking for a
site in the Northern Midwest.

If you would like information on next
year's Continental Conference, please write
to Con-Con, c/o LRY, 25 Beacon St., Boston,
MA 02108.

(Incidentally, Ratchil Harmonee and the
Beat Me Silly Band was much better than the
Retardos...)

BUNNY BUSHWACK

This issue, we are pleased to present to
you the winner of the 1980 LRY Mr. Ugly Con-
test, B.B.B. Bushwack.

Bunny Bartholomew Barfus Bushwack was
born in a small strip mining community out-
side Richmond, VA. As a small child, Bunny
recalls "playing in the dirt” and "the fun-
ny trucks..." "We had a silly 1ittle dog,
'Fugi”...one day I hid a big chunk of coatl
in his Kal-Kan. He chipped his big doggie
teeth and ran around like a crazy horse un-
ti1 one of those big yellow tractors rooled
over him...It was funny."

Tragically, on Bunny's eighth birthday,
both her parents were killed in a "funny" mi-
ning accident. Bunny hitch-hiked to Denver
Colorado where she became a religious fanatic.
Furtunately, the D.D.D. (Determined Deprocyam-
mer of Denver) caught ur with her and caused

her to underce painful 'hnck therapy. That's
alt [ reverber.” Bumny Pares. "R et
is just & bunch of 11 o up for the g
tinonai Tnguiver. 1 hae '
noorefuzes o o LY

Af the Teericen cietlas




Carleton College in Northfield, Minne-
sota has been announced as the site for the
1981 UUA Youth Assembly, "Common Ground."
The assembly will be held August 10-15, 1981,
Announcement of the site and theme for the
assembly was made by the planning commit-
tee as they completed their second three day
meeting held within one month,

UUA President Eugene Pickett and the
continental leadership of LRY jointlv bro-
posed the idea of a delegate assembly of all
UU Youth to be neld in the summer of 1Y8l.
The UUA Board approved funding for the pro-
posed assembly in April, and the LRY Board
of Directors unanimously endorsed the as-
sembly in August. Denominational and youth
leaders see the assembly as a way past the
polarized politics that have stalled the
effectiveness of the UUA's services to youth
in recent years. LRY has agreed to be
bound by the democratically reached deci-
sions made by the assembly.

At the 1980 General Assembly in Albu-
querque, New Mexico, the UUA Board appoint-
ed a planning committee of youth and adults
to take responsibility for the structure
and arrangements of the youth assembly.
Committee members include: The Rev. Anne
Heller, Charles Wyatt, Oren Peterson, Gret-
chen Jones, Justin Alcorn, Kevin Clark,
and Wayne Arnason.

Meeting in Boston this September, the
ptanning committee announced plans for the
purpose and shape of the youth assembly.

The theme suggests the purpose. The task

is the seeking of common ground for L.R.Y. and

non-LRY youth, for youth and adults, common
ground upon which an approach to youth pro-
gramming supported by the whole denomination .
can be built. The task for the delegate
body of both youth and adults at the assem-
bly will be to reach a consensus on the di-
rection and structure for the UUA's youth
programs for the next generation.

The planning committee expressed a
strong desire for district involvement
an and ownership of the process leading up
to the assembly. With this in mind, each
district will be asked to take responsibil-
ity for setting up a delegate selection
process suitable to its own needs. The
planning committee has encouraged each
district to sponsor a well-planned inclu-
sive district youth assembly as part of
their preparations for delegate selection
and education. .

The delegates to the assembly will
number 275. Twenty-five will be at-large

delegates appointed by the planning commit-
tee to represent important UUA constituen-
cies that are not included within the us-
ual UUA district structures., District del-
egates will number 250. Each district has
been allotted a number of delegates based
on their population. The median number of
delegates per district is eleven.

The planning committee for the assembl)

is committed to seeking a sizeable scholar-
ship fund to assist delegates in travelling
to the youth assembly. LRY has announced
plans for Continental Conference and Sum-
mer Board Meeting to be held in the north-
ern Midwest, easing some of the financial
burden for LRY-involved delegates.

In 1575 the UUA Board appointed a
Special Committee on Youth Programs to eval-
uate the status of denominational youth pro-
gramming and to make recommendations for
its improvement. The S.C.0.Y.P. was set
up in response to a request from Liberal
Religious Youth, and because of widespread
concern in the denomination that the LRY
program was not adequately meeting the needs
of the majority of UU youth.

After two years of studies and meetings,

the committee submitted its report 1n_the
fall of 1977. In summary the report ident-
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ified.two major reasons for a.decline in
the size and quality of UY ycuth programs:

*the inadequacy of the present LRY
structure and organization to do
the necessary tasks
*a massive abdication of responsibil-
ity on the part of adult UU's, lay
and professional, for youth prog-
rams, arising out of feelings of
fear, frustration and apathy
S.C.0.Y.P was divided as to its program-
matic recommendations to remedy this situa-
tion. The report was written in sections
by different members of the committee, and
the variety of solutions they suggested
involved a budgetary commitment far beyond
the willingness of the UUA Board to fulfili.
One of the major recommendations was
that the full-time youth staff of LRY be
replaced by a full-time adult consultant
on youth programs. This was the recommend-
ation that UUA President Paul Carnes and the
UUA Board decided to act on, setting aside
other suggestions in the report for future
consideration.

One year of debate about the S.C.0.Y.P.
report ensued, on all levels of the UUA.

In the spring of 1979, a majority of voting
members (most of them youth) sitting on the
UUA Youth Adult Committee passed a resolu-
tion suggesting that the full-time hired
LRY staff and funding be retained and a
half-time staff person be hired to supple-
ment their work. A strong minority report
supporting the original S.C.0.Y.P reccomen-
dation was issued by UUA YAC chair Bruce
Southworth. The UUA Board supported the
S.C.0.Y.P.-Southworth position and voted

to replace funding for the LRY Executive
Committee wil a full-time adult staff po-
sition.

Politicing and a floor fight at the
1979 General Assembly resulted in a mandate
for UUA President Gene Pickett to negotiate
a compromise solution with LRY. A package
proposal involving UUA funding, LRY fund-
raising, and a full-time youth consultant
on on programming was submitted to the UUA
Board and approved.

The Rev. Wayne Arnason was hired to
fill the consultant’s position, and began
work in January of 1980. The UUA Board
voted at that time to continue funding for
LRY through the 1980-81 fiscal year, to al-
Tow the consultant and the LRY leadership
to work out a relationship between them,
and to offfer suggestions for a resolution
to the stalemate that had plagued UU youth
programming since the submission of the
S.C.0.Y.P report.

In February of 1980, the LRY Executive
Committee and the Youth Consultant began
informal discussions about the possibility
of a representative democratic youth assem-
bly in the summer of 1982, which would be
charged with considering alternatives for
and ratifying arrangements to create a new
approach to UUA youth programming. With
no guarantee as to how the process would
work out, the leadership of LRY agreed to
recommend to the LRY Board that LRY agrree
to be suceeded by whatever form of UU youth
program was approved by this proposed youth
assembly.

The UWUA administration endorsed the
idea, and it was brought before the UUA
Board's Finance Committee to discuss pos-
sible funding. Some new money had recently
been made available to the UUA through set-
tlement of some lawsuits having to do with
a private trust fund, the Holdeen trust.

A small foundation, the Liberal Relgious
Charitable Society (LRCS) was the recipient
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