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UN.DECLARATION OF THE
RIGHTS OF THECHILD

The right to affection, love, and
understanding;
The right to free education.

Theright to adequate nutrition and
medical care.

The right. to full Opportonity for play
ond recreation.

Tre rigit to a name and nationality.

The right. to special care, if handicapped.

The right to be among the first 1o

receive relief intimes of disaster:
The right to be a vseful member of societ

and to develop individual abilities. J

The right to be brought vp in a spirit of
peace and universal brotherhced.

The right to enjoy these rights,regard-
less of race, color, s€x, religion,
national or social origin.
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sre free to use any of the material Patty & Dr. 0. Miss ya' N :"’_‘!55 “°:h"'“°h noney can ; 2“""—'5 ’
vontained herein. Any other pub- you're both so groovy on’t breathe a word to anyhody. St. i
lications wust have yenlsslo£ fron Much love, a former ¥ Louis Specdfreal alias James Walsh of :Ob' please call or write me! You
2 . ¥ Rock Band.  Gyps now 1 love you very much, don't
the Publisher in writing - Tenent . Y :
g ———. hmpys 1 lose contact. michele
Staff for ue: <Laurpl Prager, |r.s. Do you still have my grlmpys ¢ oo o gy oang Lp,Lp
Editap/D, Nillial ngb, life story? Ant/Brown Spider In ; .
C a i i L pider Inc. 1s back in Andy T.-
Chefyl Marko€fsSkot Davis/Sparkey lee Becker nea, business, Please allow me to intro- freak uhe:‘llﬂl.ym;;:ey;ul:::efh“io::’
WIT1138S0n/Peter Sasowsky 5 o0&l AoWibF LT duce the new, improved, easy to use you, Leslie .
Contributors: Jessie Fulton/UNIYC/ EVLY BEFYRC A P S Y o Super Suffocator,.. JF
Doug Strong/Denise Lewis/CPS-Robert Ity Tedd ARZIM44 o s .
C. Carr/World Forw/UA/Joan Goodwin/ [ Lout Kevin,Lisa Kevin § Dorothy, Dicky Retardo: Nyah nyah- you didn't
Rev. Wayne Arnason/Pit Simon/James ‘; ke Remember, always lick jout marsh- get me... not even as much as a
Olsen/Gretchen Jones/Shirley Lund/ P y millows before you throw them, joatcht  Some Retardo you are.
Dave I'illlnlesS/LRY Fed. Lizisons/ Kevin, No, but | wanted to... ”."i'l?‘i‘k b':‘f;’ that way. I miss
Nada Velimirovié/the Desperado/ Colin | really. Have fun with my freak . yrallt Love, Kaila Randy, Sorry, I kinda goofed,
Machougal/Pepsi Nusbaum/Chery! Merkoff/[ wheel. Love you, Kaila R . Please urite: Love Gretchen
Bob Rowell/Skot Davis/Steve Bumpardner/ Friends, at Con-Con '79, 1 lost a
Cheerios/Lancaster UnitarianfYouth roll of b/w 35mm film. It is very Nada, my mother says I knew you
Liberation Press/Da¥ Ugden/Pope John | Susie, Thanks it's been a long important to me. If you have found around 10 years ago in Madison,
Paul 11/UNNGO/UNICEF/Susan Finley/ time since I'd heard those three o FLEASE send it to the LRY Lxec. 1 don't remember, do you?
Red Cross/CROF/Kelth Hefner/let Tha | words. I love you too. G, e v 23 Deacon Streer. Kaila Nycup
Children uo/Massachusetts Society For leve you all, Colin
The Frevention OF Cruelty To Children Denise (if you ever see this) To Tim Gates- 1 lost your address
. t t3 to sender™ N
Art Credite: LNS/Larry Johmson/Ursch/ diperars my share of the $$$, huh? r:, :e;e romp ipiner beiazse ! ' 1
FFS/°YC/S. Lanyen/1YC Japan/Jack . gupssed wromg (it's mot 11-19238th!) :
" P! Did you say Bermuda? Confusedly LJIN 1 have an excellent jazz- ui b
Bunker/Maggie/Gretchen Jones/MP/ . f . jazz- guitar N
George Har ths/Laural Prager/Vale yours, Ada Abounator, Citizen. . Roo Boo- piece to send you! 5o please write: t
Davey/Chery  Markofr o e Golly-be, 1 LOVE YOU' ...Even if Tui Jek wabh hwwg 1ib Julienne- S Chesterford Terr. ;
Photograph Credits: LNS/UNNGO/FPS/ we do disagree sometimes,... ) IS, Xrzim psob :m:h:su‘." Ma. 01850 i
—1—5—1’—,‘” NC/UNTCEF/UTA7Vonnie Hicks/Sean with love, Shirly-Lu {é? Ea_.:s arm Fuzzies
_Kip/Ed Inman/Jeff Workman/Ruth Fwing X —e Dearest Nina- your favorite mutant
Julie, Take it easy down in says helle. Long live Synergy! May
Your contributions for this paper Woonsocket, don't let the ex- 4o am: the bylaws be unbroken...but since
ure welcomed. It is wade possible citement get to be too much for you're on the Judiciary Committee you
through your energies, both spirit- :'ou.. the fed needs you. hBVE hap 3 might as well change them a teensy
u;l and ghyslcul'; Any cmlntrlhu!lons ove, Ruth holidays ¢ v 4 D) T'E"S)'hh:;-rDO"" be expecting a
of news items, short storles, poetry R etterbol TOom Me...just a cup of
editorials, u;' artwork are ';]:m ’ eb{"b")/1h/jab/db/sb/bc/sd/ad/md ("a")/ 7—; ‘3 _‘_,q"t/ scalding peppermint tea to uls you
and wiil be considered. None can be nefc f/cg("c")/nh/bh(c-g)/kh/vh/pk("f-l‘"‘/ _./{\Vk,cfﬂr ' ' * up when you oversleep. See you soon,
returmed. Drawings or other artwdork | dl(quack)/bam/en/em/dn/cm/mark/sheri/ Love, Dave
be black dnnM L &p/gég/oot/fp/pa/moo/bs/bs/ks/ps/jas,
must be black an te, We will nup/gug/oot/ip/pa/moo/bs/bs/ks/ps/yas/ leif Nelson, 1 love you where ev:
pay $10 to the author or artist of a js/bw/ jw/kw/swfsw/1y: 1 do indeed you may roam. 1f )'0\); ever come r :.55,"5;; :zm
any cover article or graphic/photo. know that i owe y'all (yup, all 44 of back from Texas please leave word
We canniot pay for other contributions, Yﬂl-\!,)1 letters. :c-ever. l‘um f-“":n:' with my parents at 444-6019.
#s our budget just can't teke the ly chained to this typewriter, an Al love, A former cl t D. ; ’
strain. haven't got time... please know that at q.{ orme pesmare Tk S;’::l.t B:::: ::');";n)otes fately?
Address all correspondence to: i love you, i think of you all con-
PEOPLE SOUP stantly, am'i i miss you! i'll write To all the people that have given To a fellow Jersey tlover- if the
25 Beacon Street snm'\: but 1'd still LOVE to hear from me their love and support since the phone rings, and it's for me, please
Boston, MA 02108 you!! sorry this is so impersonal, December 78 Ridgewood Conference. hang it up. Have fun in California,
for a persenal... Your letters and phone calls meant love, Barnacle #1
Advert:s:::ir::esi J::'l‘nl;nlh t;ut @laurie, laurel, lauriel..... # wore to me than anything in the Johnny Double Dare Ya: C U in
are no vidua cial gains whole wide world. 1 know I've been N 1
are free. hi god! e schmuck about answerin ov. leor
g them and
Page fractions LAY  Non-LRY honestly you're so talented y i
l/g.. s $20 and I'm & genius, vhat a pair! If for that I am really and truly Lynne_- It was good to see ya again at
173 B 008 11 music will save the world T kmow sorry. 1 love and ;d::e you all Con Con and 1 made ft all the way
. -98.. {but only for your bodies) and 1 back home, still alive to tell the
1/2.. .$15...360 you'rs up there pulling. =il write to every single two of tate...how's California treating you?
full page.......$35...$100 I love you, Jasmine . you vety soon. Love and Kisses, What ‘are youtr présent coérdinates in
Kendra, Aay W., Elaine, David §., *" © .Stephen Kellogg, 327 Huntington space/time? (your address)-Ronald
sparkey -- you're wonderful---wanna Leigh, Tamar, ‘Becca, all: Wam Ave. Apt f14, Boston, MA 02115 Rorald: Weicome home ! | hope you
trade longjohns again? fuzzies to U all! Yes, Balikrishna enyoyed yoor 59:15 n ¥he 6*-!"3’
i love you! is alive and not so well in NY- To those of you who are interested Urﬂé somehmo ... @ lgures
Miss you- Love you. Eddie in the whereabouts of Julie-Ann .
nudz § dese: it's jes nawt thu Y Y Silberman, I am residing at Solebury Terry (the short) Herron, You fool!
same mitow: chew!! iz thanxgiving Dear Don Randall: Did you actually School, New Hope, PA 18938, Now I'm here and you're there! wNhat
reelie gunna bee a reevniun? cum disappesr after Morristown? Or are (215) 862-9986. And 1'm dying to are you going to do about it Val
visit sune..,. mis yu & luv yu--- you hiding on purpose? Would like hear from people! LOVE TO ALL Stev he )
lowell & some feedback soon: €4 Bell, RDIS3, . ‘?" !:t ¢ fool) Hinrichs,
quirkoff Box 251, Monroe, NY 10953. Take care! Ron: I miss you! You made memories See above letter. Val
Leslie, Bet you never expected to of “Paradise” beautiful! Please John-Chris's tent will be at Prince-
hear from me in here! But here 1 am Doup Webb, Andy Hansen, Paul Pigman write. Stay as sweet as ever-- ton, 1 will not. I refuse to asso-
and there you are. Orinco sends and JBBCIII. Where are you? 1 miss Love and kisses, Martha ciate with the common pecpls. No,
his love, come see us sometime you. Plns: ;;t \i’n ;uuch- MDA! {eauyi lkh." :s:n:ssdtgat ue:k.|)
Unicorns and happiness and spring- endy Vog. Where are you? ove, Brak van Mork (and Conan too!
tine be yours Ls: Xai . pring 324 Overdale Rd. I've oﬂ'i?ﬁl;y noved to Boston and Sam in K.C. Keep juggling, next
5. you remind me of a rainbow too. Pittsburgh, PA 15221 I'm not poor anymore (well, at this year 1'11 have clubs, Ruth
Are you in a Ve ir second, anyway. 25 Beacon Street
¥ rmont or New Nampshire
COLLEGE away from all your L.R.Y./U.U. has my ﬂ“";’}’;z; uf" in touch! Steve, y‘lw left sonf;hinz in
youth group friends? Well, there are a P Boston, [ guess you'll just
friendly folks with things in common have to come visit. Love,
vith you here, roo! Ne'd like Scum. .. Howdy...Zenobia... Gretchen
to be in !oucl; with you- drop us Macaroni and cheese forever,
S ’ Maybe some pizza,cookies,lice Janet--1 know you } Lewi
d with di H i : b4 ove Lewis
a carco;;ege.‘g::[:r:rlss HOWDY MUHFZFDINKS.'!;'";SMJSS you, cream, cheesecake,etc.Arooo000 _Carroll. The key uon_i is clock:
N.HL/V.T. U.U.A. District I love you, your daughter Remenber, friendships are eternally :::gtznivw:s Sngg'xh aqce jktp
41-A South State St Anybody out there: Need a corres- strong yet they are very fragile, £ ysvs ag. Love and peace,
Concord, N.H. 03301 pondent? I'm here in Marietta a good friendship is like a beautitul
For all, getting irritated by my bare mall- crystal, with many sides reflecting Jeen, Steve, and Dave--Thank you
. as the snowflakes came scream- box. If you got that problem, here all of the colors, Ladybug for ieuing'u share 2 cabin with
ing :o the earth, to crash into is 'Ypld':f;!sé' Jeft from Springfield you at OPIK. Hope to see you all
smithereens. ... .Happy First Snowfali. aul T. Evans eft irom Springfleld, soon. Love and Peace, Paul
luv francis 3.6 Sixth Street My deepest heartfelt apologies ,.Al"“" © €
ul thanks for th d Marietts, Ohio 45750 for not meking it to your Soc. 1 e Shirley Iu -~ 1 love you, but one
Juies, thanks for the renewe (I promise you a letter before t| Actions conference. 1 hope your . eeed 93¥, you will wake up to a mouth
inspiration. 1I'll be there b P! 4 re the ®
P o re by ink dries.) marvelous workshop was a smash. full of bananal (You, too, Sket,
3-mas. with love and deep friend- Reason why - Amherst is a long if you're not carefull)
ship, Sparkey :ln'l"do:e, nlllenver ye be: where haul. Michellq from Marshfield golly bee!
Skot, Well, here is your first pe;- e ye aure 3
sonal. l'-‘u glad youycn:e :o vi;:. Keri- I promised you a personal, NOTICE i MOM DAD & KITTY!
here it is. FUBAR! love Julienne To all N.E. Coast LRY'ers, There is & See what a -idves'tem slob can
a snake in our midst, At the last do. love & see ya' at wxmas
. : Nurmie: You're still numero uno. Morristown Conference, someone G. P.S. Send Nry Braid § mom's
":l“"m’v:’:‘e’d"}’"k El‘“::'; A‘Y""“e @ Nudzi searched through my pasck and stole = Best Buns!
as reco Tom you yet? Your : t .
passenger (from OFIK '79 to Columbus} Chris Henderycks, Lemme brake your !SOO. Be careful! anyone with any ®  Scott--Sit tight. 1 still might
1 neck! Sorry I didn't see you at info., contact David Minor formally get you a copy of Advise and Consent
au Circling Peaks and Pires for David Ryder c/o Peul Growald Box 164 for Christmas. Paul
THANKS TO ALL YOU WHO MADE OPIK *359 Clementine. Love and kisses from Yolo, Cal. 96 95697 (816} 666-1976
POSSTBLE!t a 5t. louisian. -'!‘ons wif:i ‘,.xy-.-i desperbely fo Scott in Colorado- Mickey Mouse
. fur 1o gow | PLEERF X misses you and is enjoying the
dan: we‘ll never make apple juice For Richard M...If 1 were you, T i Lee lavrel e Texas ‘,Z“hef. 1 love zw? Leslie

this way either... please write-- where would 1 be? smiles and kisses,

i dor't know where you are’ Kim..(or was it bubbles?) % Dear Jon, Jennifer, Lauri Laurel
Micon 79: We miss y'all, come see = & Alan: Miss all of you! "Wish you
us, and don't Enrge{ to NUKE THE Duck; Lessom 1) ell turk moo dwar{ % were here"-Pk. F1d. Monroe is get-

N phoeb bone love. there, you have tin' to me. Need LRY su - -
Aust ‘ . pport- pre
ustin LRY learned your first seven words in ferably in letters. Flse. write-

lLane: Click 1ike a clack? Doug albanian. your teacher, tiger eye, U2 Jon. Love, Eddie Ralikrishna
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To all you great L.R.Y. people
1'm moving! So please come visit or
write to me at:

Doug Hewitt

Travers Hall Rm. #908

Trenton State College

Hillwood Lakes P.O. Box 940
Trenton N.J.

1 also love poetry! Send it !
Where are you Leigh, Lisa, and
Shalimar ? Love Doug

Ryk, it may be your birthday, but
goats' knees will always be cuter
than iamb's knees! 1 love you
always, Mu

To: Joe § Margaret Who?
Hold down the fort for me,:: !'ll
be back in Dec. Love, G ma’

Darren, You never did come by Houston
and I missed you in Dallas,..

Hi there, Cathy

Lester Chester, I miss you too

much already. ay ay ay your friend

Stevie, 1 lote and miss you, and
1'11 find a way to pay some of your
phone bill, at least, with or
without your cooperation. Frankie

LONG DISTANCE BIKE RIDERS

I am interested in riding my
bicycle across the country next
summer. If you have any information
that could help me out, PLEASE send.
it to me. I've never don: anythxng
like this before... Thank y
Cheryl Markoff- ZS Beacon St.

Boston Ma. 02108

To all the people that went to
Morristown- 1 love you and thanks
for caring-Pepsi.

Hey folks in the real world: Itve
taken refuge in a small box in the
northwestern Massachusetts and am
anxious to learn the sordid details
of all your lives. send all love,
letters, letter bombs, & other
paraphernalia te:

Nada 1. Velimirovic’

Box 1993-Williams College

¥Williamstown, Ma. 01267

(413) 597-6392

To my favorite folks in San Fran-

What can I do? The school’s on strike!

Thanks for letting me do it. Love-
-Your Son

Jimmy and Andy, We've looked for
our planet but we can't find

it down here. Keep it for us
till we come back. Love, Kaila §
Leslie

Sister Snail and Mama Kim, Let's
get right to the nitty-gritty.
OPIK helped me to prepare more for
this semester than any other ex-
perience, and I would like to thank
the both of you for helping me out.
1 still dream of cleaning johns.
James Walsh Frisco

To all people at OPIK 79, Steve and
Sam Wilcoxen, Paul Evans, the two
Tacos, Johns Bridgeford and McShane,
Alex Shedroff, Kim Riegel, Gail the
Snail, Chris I, Cathys M, and A.,
Kathy Rose, Radio, and more; I
thoroughly enjoyed being with you
all and 1 will need mwuch amnesiatic
to forget you. 1 love you,

Reed Bilgere

To J. W. Red, H. Walker, J. Beam,
K. J. Smith, J. W. Black, O, Forrester:
Bottoms up! Love, Kale Uha.

To everyone at MICON 79

Well here I am in Austin pining
away for all. My mailbox is empty
(hint hint) but my heart is full.
1 really miss y'all and so does
Leslie. We'll see you in Nov. I
love you all! Kaila

To all who were at Princeton LRY
conterence, Oct, 12-14: A valuble

flute was lost/stolen at the conference.

Description: Silver, opem-holed
Gemeinhardt. PLEASE, If you have any
informetion concerning it, call: Niev
Duffy at 609-799-1959. 1t's also &
aatter of JRLSY, not just property.

DATS ALL FoLkSH
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HELP
PEOPLE SOUP NEEDS YOU
conmreure yor ALPLWOTK,

poems, stories,personals,
ideas, efc...

To 81l our faithful readers:
We, the staff of People Soup wish to
apologize for this issue be ng so late,

PEO P LE SOU P Due to the amount of work we've all had
M to do during the past two months, the fact
wo S‘tb YOU ‘ }t- ) YOUK. that two of our staff are new to newspaper
‘ — production, and that this is such a large

and full issue, Soup is indeed almost a

month behind schedule. ¥e hope that

you'll enjoy it all the more for the wait,

and we welcome any feedback you have in

regard to it (and to all other issues,
of course).

The People Soup Staff

To all who have written to us and are now
sitting at home grumbling about not get-
ting any response:

No, we are not ignoring your exist-
ance, nor are we neglecting our responsi-
bilities in responding to you. The work-
load at the LRY office has been excep-
tional!y heavy lately (especlally while
we've been working on People Soup), and
wo haven't had time to respon tu every-~

K SOON

onel We will be directing our energies
[ ° toward clearing up our "back-log" of

correspondance, so you should all be
‘ hearing from us soon.

We appreciate your patience, and
hope that we have not caused you too much
inconvenience.

The LRY Executive Committee

M. Farkie dhe invisible
one lmul "33 man

pectry DR Dot £ 0, 1 (por wort. lanhﬁne enoﬁk‘

in ‘lo‘
VeopLe SouP
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;‘5\{}5@@«\ s
Toston

Future
People Soup
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“ Children Behind Bars

By)cssie Fulton

Children sit beinind bars and within
over-crowded Institutions with under-
trained staff all over because there is
no other place for them. Why? Because
their parents have abused, neglected,
abandoned, and hated them; because their"
parents have died or gotten into trouble
themselves; because their families can't
afford them; because they've been charged

"with assault and battery with things 1like
snowballs, chains or spitballs; because
step-parents and other family members have
tired of them; because they've been truant
to schools that don't treat them as im
partant human beings and don't meet their
needs; because they have been raped or
molested: because they wouldn't clean
their hedroPms: because their parents have
physical, psychological, and/or emotional
problems; because they never learned how
to deal with life and have thus hurt them-
selves and/or others; because they ran
away from homes that were more abusive to
them than some adult prisons are; because
they have abused, stolen from, lied to,
defied, or even killed other people; be-
cause courts are overloaded, and there
aren't enough foster homes; because they
have not been given the fair chance that
tney deserve.

Who are these children? They are
your parents, your cousins, your friends,
your enemies, your meighbors, your brothers,
your sisters, and maybe you. And, one day,
they may even be your children.

There is only one similarity between
these children: they are not being
treated as a human being deserves.

The majority of institutions children
and youth are placed in are controlleu by
means other than those dictating the utmost
concern for individuals. Youth are taken
from situations where they have been ne-
glected and/or abused; they are taken from
the only home they know and placed in a
setting filled with other neglected people.
This initlal re-placement creates a feeling
of guilt in the children - they feel that
they have done something wrong, something
bad, and this makes their already low self-
esteem even lower. A person with low self-
esteem will usually cause her/himself to
do harmful things. These children are not

bad, they are innocent victims.

Victims in most sitvations get defen~
sive, angry, and withdrawn. Many institu-
ttonalized children do this. Many staff
people and counselors turn angry and de-
fensive toward the children because of
thelr actions, and because they are account-
able to their administrators. The admin-
istrators realize that therc are many
problems in an institution that they aren't
sure they know how to deal with. They are
accountable to the government in that
“thelr” institutions have to pass a govern-
ment inspection, yet they don't have the
monev. staff, or facilities to do this
adequately. The government gets confronted

all the time about conditions of various
institutions. There is apparently not
enough funding or time to correct the
faulty institutions. The government has
the many concerned Social Workers whom
they are accountable to. Social Workers
visit institutions and find children fur-
ther neglected and apused. They see that
children are at the bottom of a tall,
grossly imperfect totem pole. The childien
are the butt of much anger, frustration,
and depression from the staff, administra-
tion, Government, and from other abused
children. Certainly, this 1is a viclous
circle.

Taking one typical, though hypo-
thetical case may help clarify some of
these facts:

Charley 1s 15. Dave, his younger
brother is 12. Their permanent residence
is at the "Children's lome" in Cleveland,
Ohio. They were placed there for “tempo-
rary placement" 4% years ago. Two years
ago a relative went there while passing
through town, "ingiring" about Dave and
Charley. She was told that they would get
to it "as soon as possible”, but at that
time. they just couldn't because of their
work load. Three months later, Charley
was diagnosed as a schizophrenic, and was
recommended for placement in the state
hospital for treatment. He had become

| e ?

wca
N
g

extremely depressed after being sexually
assaulted by one of the staff members.

Charley was taken away screaming and
crying. It was the most amount of noise
he had made in many months. People noticed
him for almost the first time in years.
Dave and Charley were the only friend the
other had, and now they were being cruelly
and unnecessarily separated. Neither un-
derstood why this was happening, and
neither understood much of anything that
was going on in the Children's Home.

The boys' sother died when Dave was
born. Joe, their father, had a girlfriend
who watched them inappropriatly for about
two years until Joe finelly kicked her out.
Joe loved the boys dearly, but he couldn't
be with them very often because he had to
work two jobs a day to make ends meet. He
was losing touch with his children. and
almost forpot how to care for them at all.

Joe then turned to heavy drinking be-
cause his depression from the situation
was becoming overwhelming. He began to
physically abuse the boys, and verbally
criticize Charley for not keeping the
small, cockroach-infested apartment clean
enough.

Five years ago, a neighbor reported
the family to the police hecause the hoys
were being so badly neglected and abused.
Four months later, the boys were caught
shoplifting in a grocery store. They had
to steal food because they were hungry,
they hadn't seen their father in over three
days, and they didn't have any money.

One month later, the proceedings began to
temove the boys from their father's cus-
tody (“temporarily”) until a more suitable
home cnuld be found. No action was taken

to help the father and boys adjust - only
the remova} proceedings were cared for. Jae
left the boys at the Children's Home, never
to be heard from again. According to ‘the

police, Joe has been on the missing persons
1ist ever since.

Today, 4% years later, Dave is sharing
a small concrete room with 11 other boys,
ranging in age from 2 to 18; from extremely
intelligent to extremely emotionally handi-
capped: from boys who were raped and molested
:0 boys who killed their parents. Most are
severely withdrawn, depressed. and aggressive
when they do speak out,

Charley i{s in the state hospital,
where he undoubtedly will remain until his
dying day.

fNther than the one relative who in-

quired about the boys while conveniently
passing through town, there seems to be
no one who is even aware of their exist-
ence...except for two files somewhere with
numbers on them, and the words ''temporary
placement"” stamped on them.

Although Charley and Dave are fiction-
al children, their story is similar, and
better off, than some real children.

There are children like Charley and
Dave locked behind the bars of red tape
all over the world. They are locked away
because politics have gotten in the way of
people.

Foster homes, concerned individuals,
suggestions and the action therein, Social
Workers, and funding are all needed to
help end this destruction of our innocent
children.

Suggested reading:

The Children's Rights Movement.
edited by Beatrice Gross and Ronald Gross
(includes further resources and many
individual cases, politics, and reasens).,
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International Year
of the Child 1979

When is the logo
not the logo?

One British citizen said it shows "two
footballs and a pair of sausages"; a soccer
association claims it is like their logo -
and so the misinterpretations gain ground.

What is the IYC logo?

1t was chosen from 170 entries from
30 countries. It was designed by Eric
Jerichau, a freelance graphic designer liv-
ing in Copenhagen, Denmark.

The 1YC logo depicts two figures em-
bracing. The figures symbolize the rela-
tionship between an adult and a child. The
embracing figures are, in turn, circled by
the olive branches of the United Nations.

Erik Jerichau said: "I tried to put
into the symbol the message that adults will
help children whenever they are in need.’
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Some thoughts on the paradox of parenting

by the Reverend Douglas M
I R i

Thic sermon was delivered on August
12th, 1979, at the Mt, piablo UU Church,
Wwalnut Creek, California, to pay tribute
to the International Year of The Child
and to recognize the work of the Conti-
nental LRY Annual Board of Director's
Meeting being held at the church during
that week, and is basad on a lecture
given by Dr. Richard Farson at the So-
noma County Unitarian Fellowship. Our
thanks to Dr. Farson for letting us use
his material.

When a friend of mine who recently
received his PhD in Child Psychology was
asked to speak on parenting, he decided
to entitle his lecture "The Ten Command-
ments of Parenthood”. Then he married,
had a child of his own and was asked to
speak again about parenthood. This time
he called the talk “Some Principles of
Parenthood". After the third child
came along his lecture was titled "A
Few Suggestions For Parents'.

My brother-in-law is a British
Historian and he tells me that some of
the best British Historians are not
English, but are French, American, Chi-
nese, Dutch, or African. Many people
who work with children and find them-
selves involved with parenting have dogs,
but no children. It is naturally fair
to ponder whether a non-parent, like
myself, can offer comments on the pro-
cess of raising children. It may be
easy to read this and think to yourself
“Well, until he has kids of his own, he
won't understand the subtl? nuances of
parenthood". 1In defense, one can remem-
ber that you don't need s brain tumor
in order to understand one, and you don't
have to compose a symphomy in order to
appreciate one.

A few wonths ago I came across a
quiz entitled: "Test Yourself: How Good
a Parent Are You?" A panel of experts
in child development, education, and
psychology presented a series of 15
scenarios and I was to select the most
appropriate response, I took the test,
and then gave it to several friends who
all share the common struggle of being
parents. I thought the test was sim-
plistic, over-obvious, and a bit boring.
How surprised 1 was to discover that most
of my parent friends flunked! How annoyed
they were to find out that my score was
unscathed. And how thankful we all were
that the bonds of friendship endure longer
than test scores! A most interesting
dialogue ensued and led me to feel a little
uneasy about talking to people - especlally
parents - sbout parenthood, I sort of
felt that whatever I said about parenting
(which grammatically isn't even a word)
seemed to only make things worse, so we
decided to go out for a pizza instead.

1 have discovered that people, parents
in particular, have 8 seemingly unlimited
willingness to accept amy new thought
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about parenting that anyone gives them -
even ministers - and a willingness to try
to do everything they hear about it as

if there is no limit to the technologizing
of the job of parenting.

Reader's Digest, several women's
magazines, and even one publication devoted
entirely to parenting - Parent's Magazine -
bombard us with the lateSt theories on
how to transform children into adults.

What often is not mentioned is that
parenting is hot natural. It is an in-
vention! Childhood itself is not natursl,
and is an invention also. Children didn't
used to exist. The invention of childhood
is barely 400 years old. Until the end
of the 16th century, children, once beyond
and expected to act much the same as adults,
with due allowances made for their frail
bodies and small size. In the July 21st
issue of Saturday Review, Jonathan Kozol,
who wrote Death At An Early Age, says in
his article "Reinventing Childhood":

"With the advent of childhood as 'a
unique condition' lasting generally
into and sometimes even after ado-
lescence, the role of children under-
went dramatic change. Little by
little, they came to be regarded

as they would be for the next ext
several centuries: Little packets

of charming but incorrigible mischief,
lovable at best, infuriating at

worst, and in either case requiring
constant feeding and attention -
contributing little and consuming
much., Children were regarded as small
problems patiently waiting to be big
ones."

The idea of childhood, according to
the experts, is a fairly new one in civili-
zation. The ideas that children need to
be raised, reared, developed, protected,
end kept innocent, and that they are help-
less, weak, and so forth are not old ideas,
they are relatively new.

The word "Parent’ itself doesn't mean
to refer to a person who raises children,
it refers to a person who makes children.
That is an important lesson for us to learn,
1 think. The idea of childhood is, along
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with the idea of parenthood, an invention.
The invention of parenting creates both a
terrific and extraordinarily difficult con-
dition for humanity.

Parenting was invented for us in
jnvisible ways - as the result of other
developments which have taken place in
the world and have forced us into a kind
of parenthood that is not easy to do. Dr
Richard Farson, a child psychologist in the
San Francisco Bay area, feels that one of
these invisible ways parenting has been
invented concerns our use of the automobile.

When we think of 'The Good Parent",
one of the images that comes to mind is
taking a child's hand and helping her/him
across the street. Now that is being 2
good parent, and when we do it, most of us
feel like we are parenting. But it was
not all that long ago that I realized that
the reason I do that is because 1 must
do it to protect the child. Last week I
found myself darting after a toddler who
was about to run out into traffic. If it
weren't for the automobile, 1 would never
dream of taking a child's hand to cross a
street any more than to cross a lovely
meadow . -

Without automobiles, children could
explore the community in relative safety,
but we grab kids' hands and we think of
it as a natural part of parenthood, which
is "natural” only since the invention of
the car.

parents today have to do something
that no parent in history has had to do.
They have to watch over their children
24 hours a day, because of the urban life-
style - including the sutomobile.

Another way in which parenting has
been invented is in response to our living
patterns. We, as a nation, tend to be
more urban than rural, and because of the
automobile, it har been possible for us
to separate our living centers from our
work centers, and our recreational
areas, industrial complexes from educa-
tional institutions. This naturally makes
access to these areas nearly impossible
for anyone who deesn't have a car. So
what it once made possible, now makes
necessary in terms of our mobility as
people. Children aren't mobile, they
depend upon us for that, which means once
again that the car has directed parenting -
as we lug our little ones from band
practice to the dentist to a piano lesson
or the zoo. We chauffeur children to all
those places that the car has made out of
reach for them.

So in countless invisible ways -
ways we think of as wonderful: these
great automobiles, our zoned communities -
we invent parenting. We've got all this
great technology of parenthood which we
don't realize happened to us because of
the automobile, and that is only one
development that is out to amend parent-
hood. The car, by the way, hds amended
many other things: dating practices and
sexual behavior, for example, have dras-
tically been changed because of the inven-
tion of the automobile.

Because I am not a full-time parent,
and because I find many parents wondering
what T do that they seemingly don't do to
""reach” kids, 1 devote attention to all
of those articles, theories, suggestions
and guidelines (and pop-quizzes) which
everyone from Joyce Brothers to lear Abby
chisel out as experts in the field.

1 think it is apparent that parenting
has become an overwhelming burden, and
while it is ordinarily the case that ex-
perts talk about parenting in temms of its
necessary qualities, its importance, its
rewarding aspects, and its "“doability”, 1
think we overlook the impossibility, the
undoability, the unnecessariness, and the
undesirability of parent. od.

I think we have excessively exaggerated
the role of parents. Some feel that any

continved on Pmy. 8.
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~YEAR
OF THE CHILD -

On December 21, 1976, the General
Assembly of the United Nations passed a
resolution declaring 1979 the Internation-
al Year of the Child. The United Nations,
by placing the child in the center of world
attention, invites the world community to
renew and re-affirm Its concern for the
present condition and the future of its
children.

Despite increased emphasis within the
international community on development and
economic cooperation, there remain an ap-
pallingly large number of children - espe-
cially in the developing nations but also
in others - who lack even the basic neces-
sities of life. This need not and should
not be. Much that is practical can be done
to bring these children into the mainstream
of progress and ensble them to participate
fully in the development of their societies.

. The International Year of the Child
should be an occasion to re-affirm, not by
words alone but by deeds, that the well-"
being of today's children is the concern
of all people everywhere and that it is
inseparably linked with the peace and pros-
perity of tomorrow's world.

The International Year of the Child
(IYC) is concerned with children in all
countries, especially-young children, Its
major aims are to:

-Encourage all countries, rich and poor,

to review their programs for the pro-

motion of the well-being. of children,
and to mobilize support for national
and local action programs according to
each country's needs, conditions, and
priorities;

-Heighten awareness of children's spe-

cial needs among decision-makers and

the public; .

-Promote recognition of the vital link

between programs for children on the

one hand, and economic and social pro-’

gress on the other; .

-Spur specific, practical messures with

achievable goals to benefit children,

in both the short and long term on the
national level.

The Year should also provide an op-
portunity to emphasize the intellectusal,
psychological and social development of
children, in addition to their physical
welfare.

Since 1979 is the 20th anniversary of
the Declaration of the Rights of the Child,
the IYC is an opportunity for each country
to increase its efforts to implement those
rights.

Special attention will be devoted to
particularly disadvantaged children. Among
the most vulnerable groups, for example,
are young girls where they receive unequal
treatment; slum children; children of mi-
grant workers; abused children; orphaned
children; refugee children; children of
unwed mothers; children in poor rural areas;
children exposed to drugs and crime;
physically and mentally handicapped chil-
dren; and the vast category of children
suffering from malnutrition.

¥hile programs of national and local
sction remain the focal point of the year,
IYC should slso stimulate new research on
the needs of children and the widespread
gathering and dissemination of research on
child-related issues. Examples of IYC pro-
grams worldwide are scattered throughout
this issue.

"...I guess it was a question of which
I wanted more at the time: Liquor or my
kid and I chose the bottle," said Alice 2,
who is 22 but looks 40 and admits to a
guilt complex "as big as my arm® because
she gave up her child for adoption. .

"That was five years ago and he was
only eight months old at the time ..., I was
brought to court for neglecting my kid be-
cause I was on the booze ... I was only 17
when I got pregnant and my parents threw me
out of the house .., I chose to keep the
baby for a while ... As things got worse
for me I kept drinking ... Neighbors used
to care for the kid, they felt sorry for
him, I guess ... But, I was young, too young
to realize what I had in him ... Now I am
older ... I gave up the bottle two years
ago and spend much of my free time now
helping young mothers who are walking where
I have been ... I pray Jimmy 1is in a good
home and well taken care of ... He earned
it ... I think a lot about him especially
when I see the young kids passing my door
going to school.”

Little Drug -
Addicts

Hundreds of thousands of children
throughout the world are addicted to drugs.
For many, the habit starts before they are
born, leading to agonizing withdrawal pains
within the first few days of their life.

This is the grim picture to ewmerge
from a report released by the UN Narcotics
Division.

Over a half million children live in
the hill tribe areas of the "golden triangle"
countries - Burma, Laos, Thailand. Their
mothers spend up to 18 hours a day tending
opium for drug lords. The opium is traf-
ficked at a profit of up to 6,000 percent,
oven though wages are less than a dollar =
day.

"Mothers are so exhausted in the eve-
ning that they lace the gums of their young
children with raw opium to keep them quiet"
‘says the report.

In Peru, six million kilos of coca leaf -

* the raw materia] for cocaine - are consumed
by 1.6 million chewers. One out of every
five schoolchildren is on drugs. A survey
in Columbia found 130,000 young addicts in
just three cities; no less than 100,000 were
found in two coastal states of Malaysia.
Fourteen percent of the addicts in the Phil-
ipines are 13 or 14 years old,

In the west, the habit begins in the
woeb. In 1973, says the report, one out of
every 14 babies delivered in the Philadelphia
General Hospital was born to a drug-addicted
mother.

Surveys have found there are between
2,000 and 3,000 young addicts in the Nether-
lands, 2,000 in Finland, 6,000 in Denmark.
One British survey found that "nine percent
of the young children interviewed admitted
to non medicsl drug use",

Studies in France, Switzerland and Ar-
gentina have also indiceted that boredom,
broken marrisges, neglect and parental al-
coholism are a1l major reasons why children
turn to drugs.

The report claims some successes in the
uphill fight egeinst drugs - particularly
at the source. The main strategy is to &n-
courage small farmers to grow crops other
than coca and poppies. ’

*

NO MORE
SWEDISH
"BASTARDS”

There a1e no longer any illegiti-
mate children in Sweden. According to
a new law, every child has the same-
legitimate status, regardless of
whether s/he was born inside or out-
side of marriage.

S/he has the right to adopt
either the paternal or maternal sur-
nare, the right to receive mainten-
ance from both parents, provided
that paternity has been established.
And in about 90 per cent of the
cases, paternity is established,
with most fathers voluntarily coming
forward, according to an article
published by the Swedish Institute
in Stockholm.

The first statute on terminology,
passed in 1917, substituted the terms
children born '"inside marriage"” and
"outside marriage" for 'bastard",
Further improvements in the status
of children born to unmarried parents
were made over the years until the
most recent legislation which out-
laws any distinction. This new law
allows both parents to share the
custody of and act as guardians
for their children if they want to,.
In the past, the mother automatically
became the custodian of the child.

This is one of the areas which
has moved forward in the 20 years
since the Declaration of the Rights
of the Child urging equal rights for
all children was adopted by the
United Nations.
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