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An overview of the youth programming issue by
an individual LRYer.

At the April meeting of the UUA Board of
Trustees the decision was made to continue
funding of youth programs through the aus-
pices of the Continental Youth Adult Commi-
ttee. The Board's decision was contingent
upon a greater emphasis on dialogue concern-
ing youth programming and attempts by the
Continental Youth Adult Committee to further
the development of YAC: across the continent.
The Board was alsc responding to the indica-
tion of the LRY Executive Committee that eval-
uation was happening within the LRY organiza-
tion, and to an attitude of cooperation among
LRYers.

Furthur dialogue, more extensive fund-
ing, and formatjon of more YACs will be of no
avail unless there is a more distinct sense
of direction for dialogue and a willingness
towards understanding within the denomination
as a whole.

A denomination based on the free and
questing mind often entails more transciency
and less commitment. The liberal religious
movement is a small one, and the existence of
an autonomous youth group is even more rare.
At a time when the future of the denomination
is questionahle, it is natural that the UUA
would look to its' youth group and question
whether it operates in the most effective way
possible. Questioning is a very important
process which must be continual to promote
communication, certainty, and support.

It is time that every Unitarian Univer-
salist and/or LRYer examine his/her personal
faith, thereby expressing a faith that is a
“flaming chalice" that cannot be squelched by
societal shifts. All factions of the denom-
ination must clarify their common purpose(s)
based on individual beliefs and determine

whether the present structures are in alli-
ance with these beliefs and purposes. The
denomination is not in a position where it
can afford to he divided.

To be part of the liberal religious move-
ment assumes that the members will be liberal,
religious, and active. One's spiritual lib-

by Shelley Cantril

eration must be examined regularly to be a
living personal faith. Some suggested stim-
ulators of spiritual thought Fmerson, Thoreau,
Parker, Channing, Ghandi, Jesus, and Buddah,
The following questions may also stimulate
individual consideration. Challenge others
with these questions and questions of your
own.

1) Do you believe you have a spirit?
2} Do you believe that everyone hns a spirit?

3) What happens when you live or act in a
way that is contradictory to your spirit?

4) Does your lifestyle align with your spir-
t?

5} Khat changes could you make in your 1ife-
style te respect your spiritual needs?

6) What environment would be most supportive
and stimulating to your spiritual liberation?

7) How can you support and stimulate spirit-
ual liberation in others?

To be a unificd spiritual community we
must share a common belief about people, the
earth, and the universe. It is not coinciden-
tal that the Unitarian Universalist denomina-
tion has a self-managed youth group. It is
important that we clarify why we have such an
unusual structure within the denomination in
order to support and include its unique needs.
By deterniming why LRY is youth-mun we may 1-
dentify an individual and communal purpose
for its existence. Regular examination of our
beliefs and purposes will encourage us in ap-
proaching the problems inherent in such a un-
iquely structured group.

1) Do we belicve in an intrinsic human right.
to self-determination?

2} Do we believe that all persons, given sup-
port and stimulation) have the power to be
self-determining?

3) Is it our purpose to support and stimu-
Inte self-determination in all people?

4) 1s there a need for and means of support-
ing and stimulating self-determination beyond
our group?

5) Where and how can we as a group encourage
a liberated and self-determined spirit?

A structure is much more likely to ans-
wer a groups' needs if it receives repular
evaluation. Some questions which may be help-
ful in determining the most effective struc-
ture for a group (be it local, federation, or
continental) are as follows:

1) What are the beliefs about people and
purposes for the group that all of the mem-
bers unanimously agree on?

2) What personal and financial resources are
available to the group?

3) What kinds of things does the group want
to do?

4) What structure would encompass our be-
liefs, purposes, and resources most effec-
tively?

The society-at-large has alwavs taught
young people and rarely encouraged young per-
sons to teach themselves or each other. Youth
have not heen trained or prepared to be lea-
ders. Youth leadership not only requires
self-confidence and self-determination but
presentl]y entails the risk of being criticiz-
ed or ignored by the denomination. It is a
very tall order to ask for commitment from
youth without the support of persons who are
experienced. The purpose of a youth-run or-
ganization is to insure respect for the youth
as persons; this does not mean that support

«CONT. ON PAGE 4>
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To every one in PSLRY,
Keep your spirits high and don‘t
let the churcis bring you down.
Love to you all.

Karen W,

Willy, betcha can't puess! |
love you.

Yal J.-1t was great to seo you at
GA. 1 wish you strength this sum-

mor--Marwood is real, important, T™®

and irreplaceable but you've got
to move on down the road. Love,
Nada

mave & ored
Far~

wricnce:

To everyone at tace JI'D Conferenc-
Ee love you. ‘ianks for such
wonderful sleepless nignt.
Riekh anu all you otuer peg)
ugie, Sue and Carol I'.3,
feet aid ] gut wila @ wet wasa-
~loth?

Hermes-Will you be at Continent-
al? You can write to me here at
LRY. Lots of love, Nina

Sandra Llaine; huen this is .
printed it'1} be all over. The
saouse will e a thing of tie past.

O well, I like vur gpoilden compromise.

Pe'll 86, arcadia, and cven black
amd waitc come suomertime. Lanc
and tees will strike again in
search of tae golden jorilla!l!
l.ove you, Keus

Folks- the T-bone (mec) will be
transplanted to llartmouth Collepe
this fall, 1 suspect that the nerta
country will be realatively devoid
of IRYers, burop ne a line, drop

in or just drop.. at this address
or some rcasonablc liXeness thercof:
c/o bartmouth College

ilanover, N.ii. u3755

Also a hearty nello and whatever to
Pamela Staplegun, thc twar€, ‘loira,
lastings, Katie, Lilie,Newark and
so on. maintaining homeostasis at
600 Ertwisle >,

Wilmington, be. 19808

(3u2) 998-2363

Cathy Wahren-low's Aug.? Write to
me please. Are you going to run
for a third term? Just kidding.
Nina

Joan Cueke Center: !omiss you.
wWhat's veer aagpening wita you? Ani

To Crunch) Gramola- alias Chris
A. Granada- I wish I didn't have
to say guodbye- Please write to
me. 1 love your hat...Sue.

J

Lost- one mysterious back rubber
<itn talentued hunus, Clale with
vark nair. Lost in the vicinity
of tuae Joseph vriestly .istrict
Conference. Any information on
wao or where he is vould be
deeply appreciated. Tlease send
info, to Suc tiubons

381 nighiand Ave.

cledia, ta, 1YW

Diane-I'm herel Boston's doing
fine and I'm recuperating from a
cold. Write to me you wchb-footed
damsel! All my love, Nada

Colleen-0f course I know what my
name meansi The bank heist is on
for 1984. Miss you too--Nina

7o everyone;, Warn snoplefs ta you,
I'r fed v with fuzzies, -1\ .M.

Panuora- Lell, sou silly yoose,
why huven't you written? Rerwuber
me- Liiz from Florida

Uaebang out our wild jots:

trowa/ A friend of our on pbidg
down/ He lost ot o rour vy
street/ And found it on a panl
roch beat/ue're stidl jes-
DUT ae voesn't kieow/ Teat e
ain't the way to gof And  when
ne's goue amd we find s reiains/
We aope tiere's no trace of
Ramones in his veins- 'tk
out, legpy wewler, Lalson

Chuck, may the wind always blow wild
through your hair, and your kites
always reach the sky.l love you,ME

A Special Hug, Kiss, Wrestle, and
Helle to all of us who keep perse-
vering for lives that are solf- -
justifying. -Shelley .

(This is my one and only personal).

Jen St.-How's Cowhampshire? When are’
we gonna see you, frootloop? Stay in
touch. Love and Hugs, Lisa

Steve Tilleux-Where are you? 1 en-
joyed the Rosslyn escalator all
year long because I lived in Arl-
ington this year with my mother,
Get in touch! Nada

Kelly Green, when do you want book 2

Andy Wheat,

It's becn a long time. 1 was at
G.A. tius year, lwas hoping to

see you, but you did'at make it,
So 1 decided to say LLLLO and let
you Kpow tnat | still love you

_even tnongh 1 obave'nt seen you

since iast year. 1 hope to sec you
at Continental.
Love Karen K. (JACK)

SouL

Zbee-1 love you. Tigger

\iyone for a game ol Zoew?
Pfipleano.

Bruce-1t's the paprika

HONGER

Jimbo: danp in there. There's
not much lonyer to go. I'm
ting for tune day that we'll
e ricu topetiner and indulpe in
J1.R.C.'s in our penthouse.
low groovily materiall 1 love you,
you sexy hunh. You hnock me out,
Your everlovine sister (and life-long
celilate}, CLoeusel

Anyone at Pgh. S. Hills Conference
finding a blue checked C.P.0. coat
or a small leather pouch please send
or call Pam Vogl, 324 Overlook Rd.,
PGil, PA 15221(412)243-7420

They are of great Sentimental Value-
1 will pay for postage or phone call.

Tom- wita cvery little feat beat
1 hear, wy aeart jwaps a foot..l
even aave an albun of Ry own now.
writc we a letter. Love and
nasty taoupnts, wsrel Janc

Bean-May your skeletons remain
dust {ree-Trinca

Debuic- sledding down the hill
was much fun, o you still aave
Arpicfs scarf? Wny Jon't you
call we or vowe over soue tine?
Star LKY ven't bt tue same witu-
out youl and as | flont off

from vini tae nills. el
uoe for sowvtiing completely
ditferent. lanc

Jen K.-How's it going kid? I miss
you. Hope things are working out.
Write soon. Love and Hugs, Lisa

Debbie-Here's what 1 did while
in Boston. ®i%s you, Trink

Myma Loy-Do you read my Soups?
Love from your dearest little
Chutney llecker

o people yeally write if you
put your address in the doup?
lane detz

M4 Sussea Tak,

JOrristonn, .
J7080

Greg-Watch out for lightposts-
they tend to jump out at you when
you're not looking. Heh, heh...
Nada

To All: The Tour is on-Magical Mys-
tery Tour-Starting in Berkeley on
Grey Rabbit August 3] til September
4 to go through parts of Northern CA
For more info write:Art Home, 805
Riverside Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95062
(408)426-8380

Jenny Lbeufield: I missed you at GA!
See you in Texas, right? Love, Abbe

Chuckie-I hope the summer's go-
ing well-Stravinsky, F.D.B., work,
crew? and all that. Say hi to Com-
mander Goober P. Deer, Lori and
anyone else who's around for me,

I look like a slug after 2 cold
and being chained to the typewrit-
er for the past couple of weeks.
Ah well, such is life... 1 love
youl Mud:zi

S0 LCY, Nl,l: do you think of
New Jersey!

gail i wiss your nose
love, Eujsne

PN

©. Eric, baby! Alripnt-

Greg D.,.

Since 1"w helping with the Soup,I
decided to write you a note to let
you know [ love you and since |
will have alrcady have Lecn at
your house By tihe time you get
this I will say Thenks for the
nospitality. Se¢ you at Con Con.

Love Karen w.

To Genessec-Nanns ecat some clams?
Love ya, Rhawn

Willifred,My 'tain lan- aow's your
icad? You better wiatcn yourself
cause you scare ne sopetimes.
Sorry | couldn't get tickets to
the vcad but this summer's going to
e n good one. later. ol

(Pres. of the Rilly ‘litchell

Fan Club)

Dania-So far yet, | feel so close.
We can do it. MC

Kate Patera-Wild wowan from the
north-what are you up to? I want
to hear from you! Nada

Kevin-write me: 805 Riverside Ave,
Santa Cruz, CA 95062-Rhawn Tauzer

s | L L L T e o ’

How are you and where ure you?
we're in the middle of nowhere
and wondering if you were too?
Love, Trink and Luce,
2:30 am laying out 'Soup’
blues sisters!

Jer, way diun't you coem
Pu liic Lo see joa.  wa

1 love you ald- I'nil T-bone huufrauu

pet psyched
for Star '78. MNaat's tiae story on
lifc anyway- or don't you hiow?
Figures! love ya, lLisa

To Anybody-If you need a place to
stay in Santa Cruz, CA for a couple
of days or longer call{408)426-8380
or write Art Home, 805 Riverside Ave
" Santa Cruz, CA 95062

s Well Yankee-1'a waiting to hear from
you-Southern Hick

1 can offer overnignt ‘accomadation
to anyone passiap tarouph Pa. (or
life); beautiful scenery, swimming
and niking, theatre, library
facilities, triendly student pop-
ulation, etc. ilron a line in case
of interest. Jackson

Box 402

Lemont, la 16851

Sue, I need you know you're alive.
Please write. Pambird

Danny: I miss tuntspatch.
Hope all is well. Give my
rogards to Randy & everyone
See you very soon. Rich

Adam § Jamie: Watch out!

The Boscoe Brothers& Huxmp-
hrey will scon be headed
your way. This is fair warn-
ing. Take care of yourselves,

r;‘mmmmmwﬁmmummma
2 EDITOR'S NOTE

An illustration in the Vol, ¥

Issue 4 of People Soup was incorrectly
attributed to Eehﬁ Larson. My apologies
to Matt Sohn, the correct graphic artist.
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Howdy!

I am so excited that LRY is getting
involved with the disarmament movement. We
have to get groups together and involved if
we truly do expect a change.

I moved to Boulder, Colorado in Jan—
vary. Boulder is located just 8 miles from
the nuclear crossroads of this country,
Rocky Flats, the bomb facility that produces
at least three nuclear triggers a day. This
plant works directly with the Savannah Ri-
ver Plant, which is located less than an
hour fror Aucusta, Georaia.

1 have become very active in the
attempt tu vivse Hocky Flats as weli as all
nuclear plants in this country. The Boulder
Mobilization and World Citizens for Survi-
val nlus many concerned citizens planned a
large non-violent demonstration for disarm
ament at Rocky Flats April 29. This was the
first of many demonstrations to occur at o-
ther plants throughout the country. Our de-
monstration was the largest one ever, but
we hope there will be many more much larger
in the near future--in fact there already
have been. Since that demonstration there
was one in Barnwell, S.C, at the Savannah
River Plant, one in Bangor, Washington at
the Trident nuclear submarine base, one in
San Francisco & New York City on May 27 giv-
ing support to the disarmament conference
which was then in progress at the United Nap-
tions, and most recently,one at Seabrook,
New Hamoshire .Tune 24/25. There have been
smaller demonstrations and rallies too,

After the demonstration at Boulder, 150
people, out of the 6000 that had attended,
participated in civil discbedience. These
people had been previously trained in non-
violent procedure., They camped on the rail-
road tracks that lead into the plant to sym-
bolically represent the blocking of the
trains that go to and from the plant carry-
ing highly radicactive material. They ran
into difficult weather which reduced the
numbar ::. protesters from 150 to 30 strong,

titey would camp on the tracks until they ac-
tually did stop a train, Through the non-
stop rain, hail,sleet, and finally three
feet of snow, these people remained on the

- tracks until a train actually did come. Then

they sat on the tracks and held hands and
sang "We Shall Overcome" while they were
peacefully taken off to jail one~by-one.

Since then, five more groups of de—
termined people have re-occupied the tracks.
Each group is eventually taken off and ar-
rested. At present, there is a group on the
tracks-unless they have been arrested since
I left Boulder.But we plan to keep the
tracks pied thr h the -per-
haps longer.

Ne are also planning some kind of
larger demonstration for August 6§7: Hiro-
shima Day. Perhaps thare would be an inter-
ested group that would want to go to Boul-
der before Continental Conference and repre-
sent LRY on the tracks.(It is on the way to

Texas!) Or maybe there are individuals who
are willing to occupy and willing to join
this group: Rocky Flats Truth Force. The
Rocky Flats Truth Force welcomes all inter-
ested groups and/or individuals.

I was happy to know that when 1 was.:
sittirig on the tracks I met three other peo—
ple who were old LRYers., It was a neat feal-
ing. We must remember that LRY is a strong
group of individuals with the potential of
helping convert the world to a peaceful,
non-nuclear planet. Ne showed our concern
for the world in our strong support of the
anti-war demonstrations. If we can get LRY
groups to pull together and ignore apathy,
this is a perfect opportunity for LRY to
help save the world; it’s also an opportu-
nity to help pull LRY into a tighter,strong-
er, unified group. We need LRY's support-
we need everybody's support.

For more information about Rocky
Flats anu now you can help in Boulder write:

Rocky Flats Truth Force

876 14th Avenue

Boulder,Colorado 80420

(303) 443-0887
Or just write to say you're in support of
their actions; they love to hear from peo-
ple. I will have a house as of the first of
August that anyone is welcome to stay at if

 they come to Boulder, anytime!

Again, I am so happy for your sup-
port. I love all you guys. Thanks for your
support of a non-nuclear future.

o All my love to my favorite

group:LRY,
Deborah Reichard
P.S. Until August my address is in limbo,
80 please send any letters to:
1122 John's Road
Augusta, Georgia 30904

The following message was sent to the LRY of-
fice with a reference to Volume 1V, issue 5,
page 14 of Pcople Soup. The article referred
to is one entit Hental Illness'™, written .
by Eric Ellerson who wrote of the inhumane
treatment he had observed in working with
patients of a mental hospital. To recieve a
free copy of the Social Actions issue contain-.
ing this article contact the Continental LRY
office.

BID ERIC TO US

CON GROUP '78

ASK OTHERS

GET US LAW

BUYER NRITE CONTRACT
TO-USE-SHON PLRSON TO DO

OR LAW CORP. ACTS

GET US LAW-TITLE PERSON

SELF NO LAW CORP,

GIVE US CORP, CHARTER TO PERSON
TO BIU CONTRACT

OWN HUMAN BRAIN

HUMAN SOUNDS

HUMAN MUSCLE

ACTS

GET US LAW

PERSON OWNS OWN BODY

GET US LANW .

NO PRATICE (N ONE'S BODY

NO CAN GIVE
LESS BODY USE
DESTROY PARTS
CND LIFE .
~Anonymous

“Sexual norms in this society (as in

- most, if not all) are male-centered and
phallus oriented.” That's the lead sen-
tence in “The Sexusl Politics of Inter-

‘ course” by Susan Goodstein published ear-
lier this year in People Soup. Susan lat-
er goes on to say "It is sobering to
reslize it took scientific study to be-
gin to convince us of what women, at
least, should have known centuries ago,
if it weren't for society's denial and
distortion of female sexuality--that in-
tercourse, on a purely physical level, is
the least satisfying form of sexual acti-
vity for women. To put it more scientifi-
cally, Masters and Johnson's research has
shown that intercourse has the lowest in-
tensity of orgasa in comparison to mas-
turbation by self or partner.” She later
adds "Men have s vested interest in con-
tinuing to confuse female sexual and re-
pruductive anatomy in their work as mar-
riage counselors, doctors, psychiatrists
and writers. The vagina is relevant to
male sexuality.”

My purpose in writing this is not to
atteck that particular article. It is,
for the most part, well documented, well
thought out, and 1 can honestly say it
taught me alot. I do find it, however, to
be only one side of the story and I would
like to comment along these same lines

" from a different perspective. While it §s
undeniably true that sexual "norms" in
this society are inexcusably repressive
to women, it is my firm belief that
these norms are equally repressive to men.

1t is a myth in this society that
intercourse is the only "real™ type of
sexual encounter. This myth is still ram-
pant among a large segment of our popula-
tion, both men and women. Furthermore, it
is perpetuated by the mass media. The ar-
ticle, however, makes it quite clear that
sexual intercourse, in the traditional
sense of that phrase, is a less than de-
sirable method of clitoral stimulation
for women, Well, maybe I can't speak for
all men, but as for myself, insertion of
the penis into the vagina is not exactly
the ideal method of penile stimulation
either. Certainly it is not the only way -

. P o « ,elo“_ Ie letiona)
SEXUAL POLITICS FROM A MALE PERSPECT Nl
BY ED INMAN

for men to achieve a climax, nor is it
the only "real" or the "best" way of a-
chieving it. Far more men (and women)
need to realize this.

Therefore, 1 feel safe in saying
that the vagina is NOT necessarily rele-
vant to male sexuality as Susan asserted
in her article. Nor do men have any vest-
ed interest of any validity in continu-
ing to confuse female sexual and repro-
ductive anatomy.

Sexism, sex roles, and sexual myths
repress men as well as women-outside of

the bedroom also. These are some of the
ways in which I have personally felt re-
pressed as a man:

Society has denied my right to emo-
tions, my ability to be vulnerable, my a-
bility to cry. I've been told I must re-
main "strong" in all situations.

Society has denied my right te be
passive. (Vhen I am passive, I am consider-
ed * abnormal" or stupid.)

Society has denied my right to show
affection physically to other men. Even
kissing and hugging between men is consi-
dered " wrong".

Society has denied my right to dance
with other men.

Society has denied my right to sexusl
encounters with other men.

Society has denied my right to relate
to women and men in the same manner.

Society has denied my right to live
with women who are not lovers, sexusl part-
ners, or marriege partners.

Society has until recently,made me
eligible to be forced to kill brothers
and sisters in the military.

Society has denied Y Tight to sleep
with someone without implying sexual con-
tact.

Society has denied my right to touch
‘someone without implying sexual interest.

Society has denied my Tight to have

Society has told me that my love for
other men is somehow less "real” than my
love for women.

Society has denied my right to ex-
press my sexual desires openly, without
pressure, without having to play a game,
without embarrassment and guilt.

Society has denied my right to be
proud of my body and think of it as a beau-
tiful thing. Rather it is obscene to the
public eye.

Soclety expects me to grow up snd
sake one lifelong commitment(marriage) to
one woman.

Soclety has placed me in stereotypes
and written all sorts of generalizations
about me because of my sex.

This is by no means a complete 1ist
of the hangups I have had to deal with.
It's just a sampling. 1 guess all I'm
really trying to say is that sexism can
and does work both ways. Men do not have
the free ride that Susan implied in her
lead sentence. At least this is one man
who hasn't.

I sincerely believe that if there's
snything we don't need right now it's fur-
ther polarization oi the sexes. In order
to defeat sexism, we must continue to come
together on an equal level. We wust throw
down our prejudices and fears. Then, may-
be, we can truly relate to one another,not
males and females, but rather as human be-
ings.

Comments anyone? Ed Inman, 1450
Meadowbrook Road, Jackson, Mississippi
39211.
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BIO-FEEDBACK CONT.

This letter is In response to Jennifer Nico-
let's article in the last issue of People
Jennifer,

You are right: the discipline of
yo.r school is contradictory to human nature
and if all the students aren’'t aware of what
is being put down on themr, I think they must
be pretty ignorant of their rights as humans.
I think you should join your student con-
gress(which sounds like a farce), and make
your voice heard in your school. It sounds
like you are imprisoned by the R.0.T.C. and
you should complain to the school board, thre
principal or whoever will listen to you. I
think that the R.0.T.C. patrolling the halls
is not needed. It would save them money to
put bars on the windows and doors.

Searching lockers is unconstitution-
al. That would come under the fourth ammend-
ment as an "unreasonable” search.

The five minute passing period.
should be lengthened a couple of minutes so
that more people would make it to class on
time, About wearing your coat at lunch only,
I think that you should at least ask the
reason for having the rule. Also talk to the
people of the school and tell them that
their opinion does count if they are the
ones being "educated”.

If you want to get rid of the atten-
dance rule, write letters to your state leg-
islators against it, I also agree that
school does not meet the needs of adole-
scents; in fact it probably destroys the
needs of them. As to what the school should
change to: 7-10 minute passinag periods. a
little leniency of the teachers if a student
is tardy, the student should bring a note
from her or his previous teacher (keeping a
student after school doesn't teach her or
him to be on time if s/he can't avoid it),
students should be able to wear their coats
whenever they want, the R.0.T.C. should be
thrown out of the halls, etc. As for the
Star Spangled Banner trip- it should be to-
taisy lurguiten(after all, I think you know
itr.

The school committee should be run
by ordinary people who know what goes on
in the school not by a bunch of politicians
who want to save money. CHIN UPI
Bill Stryk, SQu‘t'h‘_n.iﬂnumlit:.Iocu NSF ..

are
available
from
LRY
25 Beacon st
Boston, MA 02108
Prices are:
25¢ ea., 5/8$1.00

100/$15.00
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from persons outside of LRY would be unappre-
ciated-in such a difffcult task.

Self-management of youth groups is rela-
tively untried and difficult. The responsi-
bilities it entails would be more appealing
to youth within a supportive community. This
means LRY must be a supportive community.
This also means that a cutback in funding for
LRY should not even be thought of without con-
sideration of the total picture: our individ-
ual beliefs, denominational purposes, and
unique situation within society,

A year lies ahead to strengthen LRY.
LRY, working more closely within the denomi-

" nation with an attitude of mutual understand-

ing and respect,will enliven the denomina-
tion as a whole. - It is essential that a dy-
namic and living Unitarian Universalist de-
nomination and/or LRY examine individual be-
liefs, group purpose(s), and the structure
being used, on a regular basis, to bear the
passage of time as an active faith.

Glamour! Excitement!

Romance!

Now that we have ycur attenticn- the
Lty is offering several INTLRLSIIP positions
for next year. These are primarily for those
people interested in running for the executive
committee, Internsiips last cne menth, and
while room and board are provided, money rhould

be brought for transportation arc luxuries,
If you are interested, contact LRY for

€urther information.

Internskip Program

c/o LRY
25 Beacon St,
koston, Mass.

ot
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fed ups & dewns

DVF is survivi haying .puliade.nfs
Successtul (?r:so;ferzﬁggs this year
in Princeton and Germantown. Another
Germantown conference is in the
works as is a Newark-Deleware ex-
change of some sort. DVF's numbers
seem to be dwindling but those of us
who are left remain undaunted. Flec-
tions are scheduled for the next
Germantown Conference.

GKAT is being revived hy a proup
elected at the Fairfax Conference,
May 12-14. Contact Jenny Ebenfield,
11332 Vale Rd.,O0akton, VA 22124.

MVP had a May 12-14 conference in
Cedar Rapids, Towa on "Dealing with
Authority". We came up with some in-
teresting alternatives. We had a
worship service on "Wonder" by Brock
Dale, federation advisor. We also
had elections, a party, and (believe
it or not) a dance!

PSLRY held a leadership conference
Easter week and elected a new exec-
utive committee,

Starr King had a2 "Self Fxpressions"
conference at the Mount Diablo Unit-
arlan Church.

Seafoam had a June conference with
TOAKtm in Mexia June 11-15. We elect~
ed a new executive committee. A Sea-
foam/Synergy conference ts coming...

TOAKtm has changed its name to SYN-
ERGY. We just had a .June conference
with Seafoam. Another Symergy/Sea-
foam conference is cominpgup August
6-10. Anyone interested should con-
tact: Leslie Loe, 1844 Xipling, Hou-
ston, TX 77098(713)524-26R2

MBF had a "Love" conferemnce in An-
dover, MA June 12-14, Elections will
be held at the first fall confer-
ence in September. A MBPistrict
Youth Aduit committec is forming,

—eNEE—
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REPORT OF THE YOUTH ADULT COMMITTEE TO THE
"UUA BOARD OF TRUSTEES AT THEIR APRIL, 1978
MEETING REGARDING RESPONSES TO THE 5.C.0.Y.P,
RELATED MATERIALS

INTRODUCTION

Following the decision of the UUA Board of
Trustees to circulate the SCOYP Report and
Telated documents throughout the denomination
for further discussion and response, the Ad-
ministration asked the Youth Adult Committee
to receive the responses and to compile a re-
port for the use of the Board for its April
meeting.

The SCOYP Report, the Administration propos-
al, the condensed LRY response and the Minor-
ity report were distributed to all member
societies, to active ministers and D.R.E.'s,
Board and staff members, LRY Federations and
District Presidents along with a cover letter
from the Moderator and a RESPONSE form to be
returned to YAC by March 30. The Youth Adult
Committee held a special meeting on March 31
and April 1 to read the responses and to com-
pile a report for the Board.

The following report is a survey of the res-
ponses received and because of the time lim-
itations should not be considered a full
analysis. The Youth Adult Committee commends
the Board for delaying action on the Adminis-
tration proposal and for seeking the respons-
es which form the basis of this report.

CHARACTER OF THE RESPONSES

Despite something less than six weeks for
analysis and discussion of the materials,
responses were received from individuals,
churches, fellowships, district boards, LRY
groups, and miscellaneous groups of interest-
ed persons.

127

The Response Form sought reactions to each of
the four documents (SCOYP Report, Administra-
tion proposal, LRY response, Minority Report)
sent in the mailing. 1In addition, it asked
for any further suggestions of a concrete

nature. The name of the person filling out
the form and the number of youth and adults

“participating wére also asked for.

The responses varied in character and quality-

some showing considerable thought and energy

and others failing to show a grasp of the is-

sues at stake. Some responses were highly

osyncratic and personal and others reflect-
ed the views of group discussions- small and
large. VERY FEN of the responses offered
concrete suggestions with budget proposals.
Those that did ere summarized in the appendix.

The Responses reflect a broad range of opin-

lon and intense interest in the topic of

youth programming and the UUA's responsibil -

ity. The respondents included:

37 churches-29%

§ Directors of Religious Education-4%

5 District Boards-4%

S Fellowships-4%

22 Individuals other than ministers and DRE's
-17%

13 LRY Groups-10%

33 Ministers-26%

7 Miscellaneous groups-6%(Starr King commun-

ity; 1 UUMA Chapter; 1 Youth Conclave; 3 Disy

trict R.E. Committees; Ex-LRY Executive Comm-

ittee members-a group of 15).

127 Total

(NOTE: It was not always clear if individuals

filling out forms spoke for their society or

only for themselves.)

Detailed statistical analysis was not possible
in the short time allowed. HNowever, the Comm-
ittee did review the responses to gauge the
overall reactions to documents. This survey
shows :

P AUty

29 out of 52 churches and fellowships (70%)
indicated that youth had participated in the
discussions. 43 out of 127 responses (34%)
reflect youth participation.

INITIAL CONCLUSION

The initial conclusion of the Youth Adult
Conmittee after surveying the responses is
that additional time is desirsble for further
conversations and in depth discussions about
the future of youth programs in the denomin-
ation. Over 30% (39 of 127) of the responses
indicated that important decisions about the
future of youth programs were going to be
made too hastily. This is a significant per-
centage, and it is doubtful that substantial
support for a major change in the direction
of denominational programs for youth can be
successfully implemented with this many per-
sons seeking further conversations.

It is true that nearly 26% of the Tesponses
indicate strong support of the Administration
proposal. On the other hand, that leaves 74%
who either are opposed (33%) or have some re-
ser:ations about the Administration proposal
(41%).

SCOYP  ADMINTSTRATION  IRY MINORITY

REPORT PROPOSAL RESFONSLE ~ REPORT
STRONGLY IN FAVOR OF (+) 70 55% 33 26% 44 35% 23 18%
STRONGLY OFPOSED TO ) 26 20% 42 33% 29 23% 15 12%
TOTALS: 96 75% 75 50% 73 58% 38 30%

(NOTE: There was a tendency for those opposed
to the LRY response to favor the Administra-
tion proposal and vice versa, hut this does
not correlate as directly as the numbers a
above might suggest.)

The Youth Adult Committee did not have time
to analyze the kinds of responses (¢ or -)
made by each group to each document. Nor,

THEREFORE, THE YOUTH ADULT COMMITTEE STRONGLY
RECOMMENDS THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES POST-
PONE MAKING MAJOR CHANGES IN THE DIRECTION OF
YOUTH PROGRAMS AT THIS TIME. Admittedly, the
problem remains for the Board of Trustees to
devise ways to continue the discussions and
dialogue process which the SCOYP Report has
begun. The Youth Adult Committee offers to
assist the Board in whatever way the Board

S

did the committee try to "weigh” the respon-
ses according to the numher of persons being
represented by each response.

The Comuitteesfels-thas-shewsbnmcter,of Te-
sponses of cach group would be of interest,
but decided our time would best be spent . de-
termining the kinds of suggestions being of-
fered.

+ SCOYP report recommends are more beneficial-

may wish,
The process of intergenerational dialogue and
careful thought about youth programs which the

than immediately hiring a new staff person,
drastically reducing funding for LRY and abol-
ishing the Youth Adult Committee.

LRY's IDEAS ON_YOUTH PROGR

Libera)l Religious Youth's Ideas on
Youth Programming as Reported to

Recommendations to the U.U. Youth/

the U.U.A. at their April 1978

Adult Committee:

Heeting

Because we ordinarily do our
budget at this time of year, and
because we must make plans for the
coming year, we thought it would be
helpful to the Board of Trustees to
have a clear idea of our program
plans and budget for 1978-79. We
want to express our willingness to
contribute to and participate in
programming for Unitarian Universalist
youth. We are planning to offer
the following proposals to the
L.R.Y. Board of Directors and the
U.U. Youth/Adult Commitee, assuming
that they will be funded in 1978-79.
Our proposals are centered ground
these concerns:

1) to facilitate a dialogue
between youth and adults about youth
programming

2) to put more emphasis in
action at the district and society
level

3) to increase participation
in and development of programs for
U.U. youth.

4) to increase Intergenerational
interaction

Fundraising and Endowment

We have moved our endowment to a
higher-interest term account. We are
in consultation with the Office of
Corporate Responsibility and Bob Lemire
of the U.U.A. Finance staff, concerning
investments.

We are developing a fundraising
plan to present to our Board this summer,
to strive towards better financial self-
sufficiency, in consultation with Bill
Chapin.

LRY proposes that: the U.U, YAC compile

a questionaire annually, to be sent to

all church/fellowship and district YACs,
The proposed questionaire should be designed
to assist local and district YACs to

assess and evaluate youth programming

in their respective areas. These question-
aires should be returned to the .U,

YAC. Their data, compiled and summarized,
and the resulting information should be
included in YAC's annual presentation

to the U.U.A. Board of Trustees, This
information should also be relayed to

the L.R.Y. Board of Directors and

People Soup.

L.R.Y. proposes that: the U,U. YAC
assess and evaluate the performance of
the Continental L.R.Y. Executive Com-
mittee, and if possible, the L.R.Y.
Board of Directors, in order to assist
them in fulfilling their roles.

L.R.Y. proposes that: the U.U. YAC act
in an advisory and resource capacity
to local and district YAC's, in part-
icular, through use of the data provided
from the proposed questionaires.

This would be one communications net-
work that could be set up between
local, district, and continental levels.

What the U.U.A. Can Do
The Continental level of the U.U.A. can:
1} Educate youth and adults about youth
programs through articles and advertise-
ments in the U.U. World (see SCOYP
recommendation VII-G).

2) Provide the L.R.Y. Executive
Committee staff liaison with sufficient
time to commit to fulfilling a more
adequate liaison and advisor function.

YACs

AMMING

3) Active promotion from U.U,A. Board
of Trustees and 1.D.R.s of of Distict
and Local ideas listed below:

The Districts can-

-form District Youth Adult Com-
mittees, with the final approval of the
youth

-include I.D.R.s in district Youth -
Adult Committee meetings

-include youth representatives on
district boards-may or may not be voting
member
Local Societies can-

-form local Youth Adult Committees
-include Religious Education
and youth representation on local society

-encourage the formation of
youth groups, utilizing L.R.Y. program
materials

-choose youth advisors through
local YACs, with final approval from
youth

-ministerial expression of U.U.
philosophy to youth, possibly thropgh

-include youth representatives
‘on local society boards-may or may
not be voting member,

It is our hope that People
Soup, a newspaper free of charge to
.U. youth and adults can expand
its readership at the district and
local level. We want increased
youth input into the paper, and
welcome any constructive criticisms.
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