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(written from the viewpoint of a

U.S. citizen)

On February 15-17, over fifty concerned
young people, mostly LRYers, got together to
attend a seminar on nuclear disarmament. The
twn-day conference was held in New York City
nd was sponsored by the tmitarian Universa-
list-United Nations office. Bob Brown, the
office director; Joel Schofield. UU minister;
and Osano Kenyariri, conference planner; or-
ganized the event. Their hard work helped all
who attended become more aware of the vital
threat that the nuclear arms race poses on
our lives. Through a series of speakers,
films, and discussion groups, our conscious-
ness was raised on this issue. It made me
more aware that powers beyond my control could
determine my fate,

The U.5. government will spend up to
116.4 billion dollars from October 1st, 1977-
September 30, 1978 on the military. The world
now spends over 350 billion dollars a year on
arms. All nations combined spend more on the
military than on education! The U.S. spends
three times the amount of money for arms than
on health care. The U.S. will borrow four-
teen billion this year to pay for the defense
departments's deficit. We will pay forty-ome
billion dJdollars in interest this year duc to
borrowing in the past for more military pur-
chases and operations. The money spent on one
trident submarine could send sixteen million
people to school.

There are over twenty five countries who
spend over a billion dollars a year on arms.
The U.S. gover ment will send some ten hil-
lion dollars of arms abroad to Iran, Israel,
Saudi Arabia, ant other countries, and has
given over ten billion dollars worth of non-
nuclear arms to third world countries.

The anount of stockpiled nuclear weapons
in this conntry is equivalent to three hun-
dred cartens {Fifteen tons) of TNT per person,
Imagine having your and your familys' amount
of TNT in your backyard. Even though it isn't
in your backyard, it exists as a threat.

The global nuclear arsenal now inchwles
over twelve thousand strategic weapons (those
designed to hit the LSS, R, from the U.S.
and vive versa), and twenty two thousand tuc-
tiral weapons, for use at relatively close
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AWAY by Moira Doyle

range. Seven thousend of thesc tactical wea- groups who really want them. When individu-
pons belong to the U.S. and are located in als in small groups are able to obtain and
countries throughout western Furope. Most of make nuclear weapons, T think it's time we
these weapons have an explosive power of twen- took a long look at our viewpoint as to wheth-:
er or not we want to live in a world where
area one hundred times larger than the orig- our lives are constantly threatened by nucle-
inal nuclear bomb. Scientists now feel there ar arms.

are more than enough nuclear weapons to bring So how does the arms race affect you?
about the total destruction of the earth. Every time nuclear weapons are made the eco-
The U.S. and the U.5.5.R. have at least sixty nomy becomes less secure and inflation rises.
times as many strategic weapons as they meed This is because arms, unlike other goods, do
for defense purposes. Each muclear reactor  hot contribute to the economy. When a car is
produces enough material to build a weapon produced it is purchased and sold again, thus
per week, with the capacity to kill ten times hoth the economy and the producer benefit.
more people than the bomb dropped on Hiro- The car can then be sold again, benefitting
shima. We now have less control over nuclear the over all economy. Nhen arms are built
weapons than before, because of the advanced they go nowhere, usually left to rust and be-
technology of being ahle to detonate a bomb come obsolete. Sometimes they are used to
without actually having possession of it. kill people. Money used to build arms is in-
flationary money.

Not only does the production of nuclear
weapons hurt the economy, but it raises the
price of scarce resources used in their pro-

duction. Because the arms industry is a high-
which may have the bomb but won't "dm“h?tt ly skilled industry it employs relatively few
(South Africa and Israel). There are thirty- people per dollar, whereas money spent on oth-
.s'cven more cogntnes which can be ct;rﬁl;lercd er needs would create more employment per dol-
near nuc!ear becalzlse they have sufficient lar spent. Ninety percent of all weapon de~
technological experience to develop nucleaf velopment and production is centered in five
weapons in a short pen?d of time. Countrxes.“aj" industries: aircraft, missiles, commun-
which might go'nuclear in the vznear future are ications and electronics, ordinance, - 3nd ship
th?se in the Mu:ldle Fast. Fakistan fears building. In 1976, twenty-five companies re-
neighboring India which has a bomb. ~South ceived over fifty percent of all the valued
Korea is in constant fear of North Korea. contracts from the Department of Defense.
Yugoslavia is threatencd by the U.S.5.R. and gy "o oo "o vhe total work f i
South Africa is worried about -their new "eigh'gaged in military work Mg:ica?:cse:’zn::_
:2;; t:!eﬂlli:::i;“:cshzi‘?lz‘::‘;‘::]i;::"::i :n- work absorbs over one-half of the scienti-
rrr‘a:;p-‘ ¥ find it veryv ironic that in most fic engineering talent in the country.
of these countrics tl.e needs of the citjzens Nuclear build-ups occur when a moed de-
ate w1 neing net velops to scare one country into preparing for

Along with the threat of our own and war. .lf one country has nuclear amms, is it
other countries having muclear arms, we must SUIPrising that they all do? 1Tt's a form of
also consider the threat of these weapons get- defemse that is made secure by the rationale
ting into the wrong hands. Rasic chemistry that everyone has one. The security is false.
courses teach the technelogy needed to make If one nuclear bomb can level a country, kill-
a nuclear bomb. With the availahility of mis- INg everything, how can 22,000 be in any way
sile material, the opportunity of terrorist secure or safe? All these stockriles of wea-
and crime orpanizations obtoinirg these mater-PONs waiting around is an invitation te glo-
inls rrows. Safe puards apainst these materi- bal nuclear war, not onty hetween the It

als can never be effective enough to stop co“tinued on pg 4

There are now five nuclear weapon. states
(countries which spend over a billion dollars
a year on nuclear weapons), a sixth country
with an atomic hombh(India) and two countries
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