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Sexuality is a deep inner feeling of
one's own sex. It is that feeling from
which you can relute to yourself as a man
or woman, regardless of outside factors.
Sexuality should be dealt with in terms of
onc's whole life, and not just a few ro-
mantic moments. Sexuality starts with the
deep personal attachment between mother
and infant, and continues throughout 1ife.
[ach person's sexuality is affected differ-
ently hy his or her own experiences. It
allows you to rclate to yourself as a man
or womtn nr this is only a small part of
its meaninpg. It covers all aspects of your
life, from the day you're born to the day
you die. 1t will affect your lifc decisions.
It is the essence of man and woman as a sex-
ual heing..

The following questions are written,
one; for LRYers who want a guide to ex-
plore their sexuality by, and two; for all
those advisors who have tried to lead work-
shops on serious subject matter. It is
intended to be hoth serious and humorous,
The answers te the questions are not the
only answers nor arc they necessarily the
right answers. They are only to make you
think.

much love,
Elissa

Imagine: You're in a church sitting on
sleeping bags discussing sexuality. It's
quiet and peaceful and the man practicing on
the organ is trying to ignore you. Suzy
Creamcheese is sitting on your right and Joe
Taco is on your left. Ziggy Stardust is
sitting across from you. The advisor is
anxiously shuffling papers hoping every-
thing is going to work out. The workshop
starts.

1. What is sexuality?

S.C. It's being a woman.

J.T. It's like how you relate to sex and
all that sort of stuff. 1{t's real personal,
you know?
2. How does my sexuality affect me?

S.C. It's like what wants you to make love
and get married.

J.T. Yeah, and it affects how you look at
life, you know what I mean? It's kind of
like a factor that says you'll do this
because you're a man or a woman, and not
just a person.

Z.5. It's that you do things because
you're a mar or woman, and not just be-
cause you want to do it.
3. What is my sexuality?

J.T. I'm a man, and 1 really feel great
about men, even though I'm heterosexual
7.8. It's just inside man, you feel really
great about your sex and you relate to
other people's sex.

S.C. 1 kind of fec! like a woman inside,
but I don't really feel sexuality. 1
might like to have kids. Is that
sexuality?
4. How can I determine my sexuality?

Z.S. ¥Wow, man. Heaaaaveeey. Let's be
celibates.
J.T. You gotta think inside and try and de-
cide how you feel about sex and being a
man.

SEXUALITY

w

S.C. For a woman it's different, though,
‘because their sexuality is deeper and more
intense because like it's always present
‘cause they can have kids and they have
their period and their bodies are more sex-
ually oriented.

5. Can other people affect my sexuality?
J.T. If I fell in love with a real dyna-
mite guy my sexuality would be changed.
S.C. I don't think my sexuality would be
changed. After all, I'1l always be a wo-
man, won't I?

2.5. When I get older somebody will pro-
bably change my present ideas of sex-
uality and we'll settle down.

6. Can I change my sexuality?

Z.S. Sure man, that's what we just talked
about .
5.C. That depends on what you define as

f . oceecosexuality, | g

J.T. If you really wanted to you could.

S.C. I don't think 1 could change mine.

7. How does my sexuality relate to being
male? female?

J.T. It's not just like you're a stereo-

typed male and you play a real masculine

role and you're always the aggressor.

Sometimes it's just that you enjoy being

a male and you find you're own way of being

male and relate to the sexuality in other

males. fHow do I relate to females? Ry

realizing the maleness in me 1 open my-

self up to the female in them, and I

don't have to feel insecure or anything

like that.

S.C. 1 think he's right, because I never

worry about relating to males because of the

way 1 feel about myself.

Z.S. If you can feel that you're really male

er female, its a great thing, and if you're

all mixed up, well, you got problems.

8. Can I feel both male and female?

2.5. Yeah, man. Sometimes I really pget in-
to being male and rowdy and masculine,

and other times it's kind of fun to try and
be gentle and feminine, especially around
someone I dig.

9. g:n I label my sexnality? must 17 should
J.T. Well, I'm definitely heteroscxval. 1
feel real strong about it. T'd label my-
self,

S.C. I'm not real sure. 1 do love some
women and men. A lapel doesn't matter to
me.
2.5. 1 probably ccme under every lahel ever
created. turray for perverts.

10. Do I feel my sexuality?

1.5. cough

J.T. When I'm around girls.

S5.C. When I feel tike a woman or that I
might want to have kids or stuff like that.

11. Am I comfortable with my sexuality?
J.T. 1 feel comfortable most of the time.
S.C. Yeah.

Z.5. 1 feel uncomfortable about it some-
times when I think about all the different
people I've been with and the things 1've
done, It seems like I haven't got any sex-
uality at all. Just a bunch of sex.

12. What can I do to be more comfortable

about my sexuality?
Z.5. If 1 sat down and decided what 1 want-

3

ed sexuality to be for me, I'd probably
be a lot more comfortable because then 1
could head towards something.
13. Can other people accept my sexuality?
Z.S. No. Not regular society.
J.T. & S.C. Yes.
14. How does sex relate to my sexuality?
$.C. Sex doesn't make the woman.
J.T. Sex doesn't make you a man, either.
Z.S. That's all I can relate to. I don't
have a sexual identity.
15. Does my secxuality entajl practical as-
pects like marriage or family?
§.C. 1t does a lot. I think part of sex-
uality is to provide a decp seated base for
secure emotional relationships between
two people, regardless of their sex. |
think my sexuality will aid me a lot when
1 want to get married or have a kid.
J.T. Yeah, I want to get married, but no
kids.
Z.5. No.
16. What affected my sexuality?
S.C. My parents have a great marriage, and
1 always admired them even when 1 was 1it-
tle.
J.T. Where 1 come from everyone is hetero-
sexual, and I've always just been that way.
2.8, I've been bumming around since I was
12, and every person affected me different-
ly. 1 don't like traditional stuff much.
17. Should I be aware of my sexuality in
dealing with all people?
S.C. T think 1 am,
J.T. I don't see why I should.
Z.5. What would be the point?
felt fatherly towards someone?
aware of that?
18. Do 1 need to be concerned with other peo-
ple's sexuality?
Z.S. You got to be concerned because you
could really hurt or offend someone you
didn't know.
19. Will my sexuality conflict with anybody
else's?
Z.5. They're always conflicting. That's
what the war of the sexes is all about
Hetero's and homo's are always conflicting.
Hetero's are always conflicting with cvery-
thing.
S.C. 1 wouldn't let my own sexuality con-
flict with anybody else's. They have a
right to their own sexuality.
J.T. What about 5 § M?
S.C. SICK.
20. Is sexuality sexual?
2.S. It is for me.
J.T. It is a lot for me.
S.C. It's not so much for me.
21. What causes a feeling of sexuality?
S.C. Everything. .

What if I
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¥When I went to Star Istand I was
surprised at the amount of nonbelievers.

When you wear white, do you feel guilty? 1t was the first timc_] ever went to a
Yes, today, in the year 1977, unmarried girls cor_lferencc so 1 "’as_mthd”"" from the
who have lost their virginity are still look- Mainstream for a while. Once 1 started to
ed down upon by a major portion of society. get to know people I talked about normal
This goes along well with the myth that women €YeTyday talk, but when I aired my views
have very few sexual needs or wants. When about God, people looked at me like I was
a man and a womah get married, society dic- from some other world. .
tates that the woman be a virgin and that the I believe in God and Jesus Christ.
man have the experience to teach his new wife 1 PTay every night before I go to slcep also.
everything she needs to know. Yet, where I do not bel!evz_a God is a male or even a
does the man get his experience? From a hole female, but it is a fo!'ce, a spirit kind
in a tree? Or from so-called “bad girls"? 9f form with no boundries or limits to what

Luckily, not as many people are follow- 1t €an do. R . ..
ing the dictates of soctety as were 10 years eithe: d°£:: ::;:Yc :" Inrnnm:ed‘rehmon

. s . . ions are corrupt.
ago. But the practice of prizing virginity The views are changed to what the chief
priest or Pope feels God is. The more
redneck he is the more redneck the
religion gets.

Recently, when a friend of mine went
to Russia, I asked him if he would look into
the religion scene for me. We hear alot
of how in Russia the government puts
down religion and makes atheists out
of cveryone. The report 1 got hack was
intercsting. Tt seems the Russian govern-
ment feels the churches pet too corrpt,
thus they persuade the people not to go to
church but to stay home and believe in God
as they choose.

Many of my friends don't understand
why I believe in God beciuse 1 am gay.

But just because I am this or that, does
that mean I can't belicve in God? 1
believe God loves everyone for what they
are and wants them to open up to develop-
ing themselves into whatever they want to
be.

IS SHE OR ISN'T SHE?

I feel confident because T know
God is with me, guidipg me, if something
goes wrong. I do not curse God, but feel
that its all for the best and will turn
out ok.
I don't know what lies beyond. T
am afraid of the transition between life
and death, but T am not afraid of death
itself becayse I know God:will be, there to .
help me just 1ike it always has. ' )
How do I know there is a God? llow
do T know there is some other form of life

still hangs over us like a curse. Hymens
are an interesting aspect of virginity. For

years, the little buggers were used to tell
whether or not we were "nice girls". Then,

doctors and other important persons discovgr-
ed that bicycle seats, horses, and gymnastics

were just as responsible for the "deflower-

ing" of young girls as the infamous penis.
1 guess, nowadays the guys are having

a harder time answering the question that

on other planets? flow do 1 know that the
trees, houses, etc., are not an illusion?
All I have is what I fecl. -

Am [ happy? How cam T he truly happy
living in a hicktown where 1 am the only
gay person? But I know that if it wasn't
for God, I wouldn't have made it this far,

Corny, yes. Alone, no.
Captain Jack
13 leonard Dr.
Southhorough, MA 01772

titles this article. There are other clues
besides the hymen, though. Does she stand
on street corners late at night? As far as
I'm concerned, however, the guys I've re-
spected most were the ones who weren't pre-
occupied with my “lily-whitcness". Thank
you, LRY, for produding more of the above
mentioned type of boys, or men, whichever
they prefer.
Lisa Adams

HOW FAR DID YOU GET?

Now, the male side of the experience of
virginity. Society's view of a virgin male
over the age of 16 is about the same as their
view of a male's crying when he is over that
same age. Boys are pressured into "becoming
men™, many times before their minds can cope
with the heavy emotional feelings a first
sexual experience accompanies. A son is ex-
pected to relate more to his father than his
mother as he grows older.

Men give women bad reputations, but by
chance, not choice. A male will tell his
friends that he went to hed with the woman
he took out last night, when he may have on-
ly kissed her good-night. But what would
they say if he told the truth? A fow would
assume he was gay, and since the majority of
society looks down upon homosexuality, that
isn‘t too cool. Some others would say their feelings, but not then. 1 was the €-rst
friend was impotent. But_ thesec "friends" to tell them they were a stupid dumb
very likely only kiss their dates, during the for all this, people treated me different-
course of an evening. ly. Some people sort of took me under their

The next time someone asks you the ques- wings. I finally became one of the guys.
tion titling this article, you have the right So does it all boil down to making friends
(always have) to say "why do you want to mean being cruel? 1 certainly hope not.
know?" The person you answer in this fas-
fon will be surprised; maybe, and hopefully, Love,

Isn't it odd that peeple respect you
or in a sense open up to you or become less
cold when you are sick? T know it's
not sympathy because most people around
my room wouldn't show sympathy if their
roommate kicked off.

Recently T had a bad cold. Tt
lasted over 2 wecks, so by the end of the
first week 1 was bitchy as hell. Normally,
1 am very considerate of other people's

".-nov_l;'_h to think before asking it again.

Timothy
Lisa Adams

I'm an obsessed musician. For six
years I have not been able to stay away
from my music for more than a few hours.

T'm a drommer, guitarist, kyrd
player, and conventionalistic as well as
avante parde synthesizist.

The people who are now in music
have done a lot. Wwhile they still are
restricted in their ideas as far as their
music hecause of recerd labels, more
and more musicians wre acquiring the fur'|ds
and associated pover to make albums which

© no iovnger appeal to the average listener.

Now, this music is apnealine to the music-
ians who make it. Somewherc dewn the
linc, the great talents decided that
cducating themselves was more important
than the education of the majority of the
listening audience. .

For those of you who arc musicians
and are associated with LRY, I would appre-
ciate hearing from you. I'm just about
to copyripght some music and 1 am install-
ing a d-track studie in ny rcor. T

would also exchange demo tapes-with-any "
interested. Tell me about your ideas and
cquipment.

1 own a Paia synthesizer and an
fonic organ which I am n<ing for the front
end of my polyphonic kyrd. 1 practice
continually on scales, roles, riffs, ect.,
and have developed 2 lot of cxercises.

1 also give lessons herc in town and
enjoy teaching. Take it easy, everyone,
and keep on rocking.

Love,

Robbie Young

1627 5th St. NW

Cedar Rapids, 1A 52405

gyl

Dear People Soup and friends,

This is a letter of thanks.%

I've been involved with LRY for
almost two years, I've had some of the
best (and worst) times of my life with
these people and for this I want to thank
my many friends in my state locals, in
Tucson and Phoenix, all the other beautiful
people in my fed, and the many wonderful.
people T shared Continental Conference
with. No, I'm not leaving TRY. 1 still
need LRY and can't leave it yet. 1I'm
giving my thanks to these people hecause
they have helped me grow and live through
these past two years when things have been
teally rough for me. Most of last year
I spent 100 miles away from my local, and
1 was very much alone. 1T was with LRY as
often as possible and they helped me.
They gave me the will not to give up with
their moral and spiritual support. 1
spent my summer with LRY and got sooco
much out of it that 1 was sorry to leave.
Much thanks goes to these who shared their
summer with me. This year the space
between me and other LRYers has stretched
to 250 miles, but I have reccived their
letters, love and support. From here on in,
cverything is looking hetter for me.
Hopefully, I will soon be back in close
contact with LRY. I hope that someday,
somewhere, 1 can give as much love and sup-
port to another as these people have
piven to me.

flugs and thanks,

Wesley (0.B.)

RSP SN
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Dear Soupers,

I'm 15 (almost 16) and live in Tulsa,DnK,

and 1'm suffocating! 1In this city squeczed

in between the millions of other churches,
SEXUAL POLITICS are two lone Unitarian churches, one not
even bhuilt yet! 1It's like a blanket over
your head smothering you! 1 don't know
about you all back east, but heing a Uni-
.tarian on the Rible Belt can be an cxtreme-
ly startling experience!

The first question people asl veu is
"What church do you belong toe™ 1o -
experience with this quest -+ hefm
wittily reply “What church Ll
hoping to embark on a long spee
church and lcave me alone, "Raptist", is
all they say. 1 scuffle my feet, scratch
my head and Jook at the sky, mumble something
about the weather, meanwhile hoping des-
peratcly that they'll go awav! BRut they
don't. “What church do vou helong to',
they persist in asking like a hrolen
record.  "Oh hell,” I think as T answer
"Tt's All Souls Unitarianl”

To me, LRY is a place for adolescent
persons to develop feelings of independence
and self-worth, and to build a sense of
commitment to others, or interdependence.
Sexuality is a pervasive aspect of LRY
activities, especially at conferences,
because it is a pervasive aspect of ado-
lescence. This not only means intercourse,
but interacting as a sexual being with peo-
ple of the same and other sex.

My wife, Barbara, and I have been LRY
advisors for six years. Along the way, we
have taught and counseled on matters of sex-
vality for countless hours, and we have
learned at least as much as we've taught.

I would like to share one of our ohserva- -
tions with you. !

Our observation concerns something we

call Sexual Politics. Most LRVers voice an Virgin's Postulates ftunned silence for a few moments. !
interest in the Women's Libecration Movement, "You helong to that church? Pon’t you know |
and many understand that what is at stake is I'm stil) a virgin. Is that hard to it's an arheist church?” !
| the right of cach person to be regarded as @ peoljeve? It scems like whenever 1 po to “the cod™ 1 think, "Yht‘_l'.".\"s S_‘“i”!' 1
; human heing of eyual value to all other human conferences, and T say that 1 don't want to have a1 heart attack.™ T quickly fird hin
; beings. Most LRYers would oppose sex-role have sex, they give me the following bull- 2 place to sit down and pat his hand ner-
| stercotyping: the fact that, in our culture, shit. vonusly, e meanwhile is staring inteo space
. men are expoected to do certain things and 1. hon't you love me? s ifh scejne a herrible vicion!
women are cxpected to do others. Take a Do you have to po to hed with Finally, he f«:\cuscs‘ h esoon e and says,
. few minutes, by yourself, to seriously an- someone to show that you Jove "You have strippers heists, notheads
swer the following questions: them? 1 think there are other and no pond drunks in that choreh!™
1. In your LRY local, when '"nitty gritty" de- ways to show that ven love a "floly shit, how much do I have to take?" .
tatls are involved in carrying out some person. ° T tell him we de pot have anv eneh thieg in
activity, who is left with the job, males 2. llew long has it been since you've our church. "Tt's a church where cicl:
or females? slept with a warm body? : rerson can helieve as he or she wants to and .
2. If dishes and cleanup after meals becomes | . What 'a line. As far as I'm con- no busy-body poes sticking his nose in
a problem at LRY conferences in your area, cerned, 1'11 sleep with my teddy the othcrs people’s husiness telling them
who actually gets the job donc, males or hear. what and what not to believe!!! ‘i
females? 3. You mean you're still a virgin? religious friend is now making frantic

3. Who planned the workshops at vour Jast Yes, and I'm rather proud of it. crosses and trips over himsclf in un
conference, males or females? Which sex effort to get out the door as if the very
actually ran the workshops? devil was after him! Khy? 1 think to my-

4. Among the people at your last conference self, “All I want is for people to be tol-

-~ Who were virgins, who was subjected to . erant of other peoplels .religioms and not

Maybe I want to keep my virginity

for the special person in my life,

not someonc¢ I'11 probably never
i

more pressure to betone Ebxually Retive” :':'rt;:‘, poor hﬂ:hg‘:‘&._bi':]"r;ﬂi;v_\'lnﬁ"':o‘;i;'t © hassle them about it.” ¥f a person finds ' Lahaihe
males or females? get pregnant. ) his placc in the Baptist or Tresbyterian
1f, in answering these questions, you Oh yeah, and what about the last or Christian church, fine. 1 think that's
find a lack of balance between the sexes, girl you said that to? great. But please, don't hother me about
how does 1t make you feel about women's S. Don't you want %o have fun? my religion!!! 1°'m not bad or evil. I'm
rights in LRY? Now, try to answer these 1 want my first sexual experience JUSt a normal human being trying to make a
way in this world we live in! Sometimes T -

TUEStiOHS: to be meaningful, with someone

At your last conference, how many women - 1 really love and care for. Most tell people I'm agnostic, and they wipe
did you become good friends with? How people 1 meet at conferences are their brow and say, "Well, just as long as
many men? super-nice people, but I've seen you helieve in Jesus!" T don't usually
2. How would you compare male and female LRY too much “sex for the fun of it" pursue the matter any longer. All I really
advisors, from your point of view? Which and it really turns me off. want to say is, I'm a lone gull in a sea of
sex advisor are you more responsive to? 6. I don't expect you to po to bed with  hawks, and I'm trapped! I just want to
3. Of conference workshops run by men and me on the first night. know that there are others out there like
those run by women, which do you find I don’t think 1 should ever be me, and would you please write me!? You
more exciting and/or informative? ;xpectcd to. don't know what it would do for me, so I'm
4. Imagine yourself at a conference, where 7. Everyone else does! counting on you! {
you, among others, have supported and Then screw with everyone else! Lots of love and joy,
adopted a rule that anyone seen with I am not against sex. It's just that Piane Peck
illegal drugs will be asked to flush or it'salways a hassle when I go anywhere with S3IT T 37th st.
leave the conference. Assume that you are Lpy. The whole meaning of love and sex has Tulsa, OK 74135
not gay, and that a person of the other been misinterpreted and abused. The people 918-663-6029
sex meets you in a private place in the 1 have been exposed to make sex seem like
:_:m.lference building and.offers you a “something to do on a rainy day.” It gets
joint. You think you might be sexually me very confused., Some people I have talked
attracted to this person. What do you to have had very bad experiences because they
do about the rule? were pressured into making love with someone
"because it's the thing to do." 1 feel
really sorry for these people.
bp But they have also said they've had some
o very beautiful and moving experiences, and
o when I find Mr. Right, whoever he may be,

I'11 let him know.
-D.P.-

New, cither imagine, or find out hy
ashing, how a person of the other sex would
answer these four questions. 1Is there a dif-
ference?

Sexuality can be used by people as a
means of accemplishing certain goals. It
can also act as a screen through which we
vicw the world in a biased way. DNoing
things, or refusing to do things, because of
your sexuality, is a political act. It is
a reflection on the character of all other
members of your sex, and indicates something
of how you feel about them.

Hew Jo vou feel about them? llow do
you feel about yourself?

Tom Greenspon
Birmingham, Alabama







