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John G. Beebe Center III

It's hard to say exactly why I starteg work-
ing at City Hall. The physical reasons are
simple; my school said "If you want to grad- -
uate you have to work at some place 'meaning-
ful' for 2 month." So I was left to the
defining of "meaningful”, As I have always
been interested in politics, I turned in that
direction immediately. It wasn't until I got
a strong matriarchal suggestion_from the home
front that I headed towards City Hall. In
other words, I owe this all to my mother...

At any rate, I put on my suit and tie, pulled
back my hair and went downtown to apply for a
job as an intern in a city councilman's office.
Said plainly, I was scared. I had been to City
Hall many times before but it had slways been
with a picket sign in my hand and a battle cry
on my lips. I was worried as 1 went under the
closed circuit TV cameras, that I might be
recognized. 1 moved unobtrusively to the spe-
cial "councilor's elevator” and pushed the
button. I began to feel better. I was half
lway there with only an elevator trip to go.
IThe door opened and I stepped inside. There
[w:ls only one person in the elevator, a small
‘older woman with a fancy hairdo and glasses.

I stopped dead in my tracks and started shak-
ing. It was Louise Day Hicks standing in front
of me. I could fee) myself cringe. Would she
recognize me from the year before, when I had

group that had front row seats at a public ad-
dress she had given?! My right hand quickly
iscratched my nose. It took eight seconds to
(gct to the council's floor and 1 sweated as
many gallons, with Louise's eyes boring inte
ime but with no light of recognition. 1 made a

jing my suit and tie with every breath.
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|break for the clevator door and made it, thank-
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The interview went fairly well and two days
later I was called and informed that I had the
job. Two weeks later I went back to City Hall
and was given a desk, a legal pad, a telephone,
2 little blue book, and three triplicate forms
which stated "constituent complaint forms".
That is in a nutshell, problems that citizens
of Boston have had with some department of the
city. One woman had a basement swimming pool
that hadn't been there three days ago, courtesy
of the Boston Water Department. Another woman
was beaten up each day on her way to school.
And finally a man who wanted back $300 he had
paid into a city retirement plan before he quit
his job.

I asked my manager what to do. "What do you
think you should do?" he replicd. I soon
learned that this man said little else. Which
is unfortunate, however, it did give me a free
license to handle the problems as I saw fit.
Yet 1 still didn't know what to do. 1 took the
first "constituent complaint*, reread it and"®
then looked in my BLUE ROOK. In it was a num-
ber for the water department. I decided to take
2 chance and give them a call. A male voice
answered and identified itself as "the commis-
sioner's secretary." I almost hung up but
decided against it, and then expiained who I
was and why I was calling. Me thanked me very
much for my information, called me "Sir" and
assured me that the problem would be taken care
of immediately.

been part of a small but loud pro-desegregation

Feeling a ljttle more self-assured [ de-
cided to take on the problem of the woman
that was beaten. I called the transit auth-
ority and (figuring if somethinp works once
it might work again} explained who I was

and why 1 was calling. The man who answered
seemed very upset at what I told him and said
that he would assign twe subwry police to

that station. Great. Two down, cpe to po, T
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called the City Retirement Board and asked if
they could give this man back his money. They
declared that they would and thanked me for-
calling the problem to their attention.

I leaned back in my chair, put my feet up on
the desk and lit a cigarette. The next day I
was to find all of the problems had been
solved. All that was needed was for some fool
like myself to say that I worked for some fool
like my councilman to some fool like a member
of the water department and something gets
done for some fool like you...or me.

City Hall does good things for many people but
not at the level of the mayor or councilman.
Their legislative activities include tennis,
handball, and cashing paychecks--unless you
bump into a really good councilman, which T
was lucky enough to do. Even so, the necessary
functions of City Hall are done by the office
managers and the people that work' for them.
What really surprised me was the ease with
which a person could get something done at
City Hall. As a long-term veteran of several
groups that tried, I know you can't fight City
Hall--but you can use it.

If you write, call in, or the best--walk into
a councilman's office, they can't afford to
refuse you any help they can possibly give. Re-
member to sec yourself as the counciliman will
see you-as 1 vote! Dress up a little and try
to look official. In City Hall, if you look
official you can get anything you want and 1
mean just about anything. I now have a collec-
tion of original press releases which I pro-
cured merely by stating that I worked for a
city councilor,

continued on page 3
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Shelley from Kansas,
""Confusion will be my epitaph.
As I crawl the cracked and bro-
ken path, If we can all sit
back and laugh. But I fear to-
morrow will be crying."
together, of course.

Love, John B.C.

Bob Dargel: "England assumes
that all men will do their
best..." to be st TriFed. Un-
der section 4, chapter 2, lime
47, you are hereby required to
comply. (please!) J.B.C.

C.G.- I love you, and so does my
continental bead. rainbow.

if you want your mailbox to be
an even better part of your
life and the best part of
wvhere you happen to be, just
write me (and help keep m
mailbox smiling, too):
6655 Lawnton Ave., Phils., Pa.
19126. or if you got the bucks-
(215) 927-4206.

To Morton Murphy: Amidst all
your most energetic hoppings,
let your mind skip and jump
way back to the Nov. Rolling
Ridge Conference for a mom-
ent. We are two of the peo-
ple who performed "15 Glorious
Years" with you for the talent
show, and because we were so
impressed by your lyrical abi-
lity, we'd like a copy of them
(the lyrics). Please let us
know if you still have them.
Happy Hopping from, Janice
Okoomian and Loree Farrar.

Eric! Betsy's hogging it!
Tell her to share - PLEASE!
Crazy Karen,

Mir, Just like I promised...
1 love you. Crazy.

Y Congratulations and/or con-

.send us a letter and tell us.who I.-didn't want my hat anyway;

Dear wendy, Hope you remember

TO WHOM IT MAY I REST:
NTE me from DeB, Faster 75. I no

David Knight and Lynn Rubin-
stein were married (to each
other) on May 1, 1976 and are
living happily ever after as
legal residents of Canada.

write and let me know what it
is. I love you. Ned Smith,
2635 S.W. 106th Seattle, Wa.
98146

dolences may be mailed or
delivered in person {much
preferred) at 194 Broadway
St., Kincardine, Ontario,

Bob Lange: Are you ever going
y to visit Mips. again? T had a
dream about Baba, the man in

. NOG-2G0. (519 { the black coat and Bridgemans.
(3:;2?:;04. (519 LbNrite me: Melissa Barnes, 2613
‘Gdth Ave. No. Brooklyn Cen. Mn.

Daniel Eaton Pentlarge: Py 55430

Please write home. Your

supper's getting cold.
love, mom

(aka h. snyder, mt. holyoke

'c:.(;;;zge, south hadley, mass. ~f- Deborah in Augusta, Have you got
a pig yet? I was wondering how

To the wonderful person who lentthe fields around home are doing

me the red shirt (with the hole Been to any good parties?

under the arm) at the Hamden Melissa

conference in March; I've

repaired the hole. I want to Dear Hammerhead, Try to make

return it. Moira, 73 Meadow St. things easier for yourself! Take

Guilford, Ct. 06437 me for what I am. Love you
always, Lesserhorse

ETo Mark formerly of Omaha-Hi,
O glad you're in town. Stay here.
Melissa

To anyone who will be in the
Champaign/Urbana area and/or _  Charllie the Wombat, Son of the
attending the Univ, of I11. wombat god, at the Brookfield
during Fall '76: If you are Zoo; We miss you such, wish
interested in forming an 5.R.L.,you were here, in the land of
or maybe just meeting some in  the mid-night sun. Lots of love,
teresting people with whom you Kate, Wally and Moosekins

can relate while in the vast .

sea of anonymous students in Dear Wendell,

Chambana land; contact, write or You rabid, racist, redundant,
call: Liz Boston 808 Oakcrest. radical, right-winged, retar-
Champaign,1l. 61820 OR Therese ded, rotten, recycled, reclaim-
Zemlin 1519 W. Park. Champaign, ed, rancid,radioactive, raffish
I1. 61820 217-359-3416 ragged, rank, rampant, ran-
dom, rangy, rapscallion, ra-
vaged, ratty, rawboned, ratchet
jaw! Ror o' Rove, radient
rainbow ratchet jaw, pam.

To the friendly people of Man-
hattan, Lawrence, and Kansas
City: From you I have gained
knowledge, love energy, courage
and peace of mind. I am forever pear Terry, Nancy, Heidi, Val,
grateful you took the time to Cathy, and Moira,

care. You are what life is all Congratulations-to the new DVF
about. I love you, Rab exec. Comm. (minus 1 treasurer)

Love, Pam

HEY EVERYBODY!l!, letterwriters

is still here to help your mail- Adam is fine.
boxes love you again. even if
they love you anyway, writel we
want to know who you are. so,

1 love OVF!
Adam Goetzman.

Msrgi and/or Cathi, .

you sre, what your greatest love just a letter, or something,
is, you pet's name, and anything cause 1 lost your addresses.
else you can think of. why? we Tell Terry D. I said, "What's
Iry'ers have been slowly cutting gein' on, Slick?" an' Rich
ourselves off from each other Fuller i said "Hay.” and Dave,
for no good reason. we feel it's v love you." Which way is Xy.
time we got together again. we anyway? Love, Alex Shedroff.
value your friendship much more
than you could imagine. please
write. take care. we love you! Alice Cooper lives on in the
dave-hat sue minds of many. Right arm,
7145 Meade st. 958 w, Jackson Alex.
pgh. pa 15208 Pnvs. Ohio

44077 parr, (in Minn. somewhere),

Mimi Kapell would like to know

To Anyone who stayed at my if you are alive, Her address
billet at Thanksgiving in is 4003 Beechwood Ave., Cinti.,
Ottwa: Please write, I'd like to ghjo. 45229.
have another weekend like that  don't know you, Alex.
one. Maybe we could arrange
something. Anneke 202 Ivv Cres.
Ottwa, Ont. Canada KIM-IX8
To Rich Skrill: 1'11 see yo
soon, 'fore I'm & comin'.
Caroline.

8rad, I lost your address too.

GayelJoanGAmy§Tony&Tracy§Shell§
PatgAll of Dayton, Tlove you.
Alex.

Dear Starry Eyed Traveler,

I still love you and think of
you often. I'll write soon.
Your Guardian Angel.

P.S. I think I'm going to
Michael J. in S.F, Ca.- Surpriseicontinental.

Love you much, it's for you,
Fondly and with love, Caroline
in Sac.y Ca.

Kev: I had to, I loved it so
much, Caroline.

Is there anyone out there whose
goes to the University of Penn.
so, please write to me, 1°11
be there next year.

Ruby Begoniz: It's nice to be
'home', thanks for taking we
back. T love you and I never will be answered ss soon as pos
want to lose you again. sible. Write to: Lyn Oswald,
Your sister of Lakewood Laurels, 17 Greenwood Ln., Valhalla, N.
The Shaggy Bitch. 10595.

Eric M., Whyncha write? I'd Laurie L., your poetry in the
love to hear from you. Try March issue was beautiful. D.B.
to get around to it. Ellen

Is there any club for Tolkien
nuts? Are there any other
’ hobbit lovers?
Hiya to Danny (Wolf!) P., Miriam,yourselves.
Elaine, Annie, Karen, Betsy,
Karin, Beth, Danny G., Wayne, Dear Gail, Arizona isn't all
Peter, The Count, and Countess, that big or all that far away
June, and Cornelia Van S.S. See when you consider the long arm
you all at Star (or sooner, hope-of the thumb.
fully)! Miss ya muchly, Ellen. and remember, the NERO Army
wants you. Love, John B.C.
randy-i love you madly.(you t00 from Harvard. .
clifton james witherfield 111}

Gould, 141 Warwick Road, Mel-
rose, Mass. 02176.

longer have your address. Please™

or is planning to go there? If

All letters‘lu‘le

Please announce

Look to the east

(Thing One) Miles, 1 can see for
jles..., and miles and miles...
1 miss you. Love, Crazy (Thing
Two} .

Rusty Littell, Where are you?
Everyone is asking. Luv,
Persistant.

Terry & Sigrid: please write to
me. W.L. from Cherry Hill.

Cheryl M, from Pitt., I am
waiting for your promised
replies. Luv, Wendy of Cherry
HilL.

Bob Davis- Please write if you
get a chance, You sound like a
person I'd like to get to know.
Brenda

89 Pommogussett Rd.
Rutland,MA 01543

Billy, I miss your letters.

Where are you? Write soon,

I may be in N.Y.C. this summer,

Love and kisses
Brenda

Anybody out there (you?)
going to SUNY Oneonta or Albany
this fall? Please write. Or
write anyway. o

Rita Tomkins

309 Tuxedo Place

Hawthorne, N.Y.

AN

10532

e ifim to

There AR
9ba_ S0

Dwayne: melcome back. We shared
some good. Someday lets take a
trip together. Have a good one
and thanks for responding.
Mucher of me, Katie

Dear Chris, I still care, do
you? love, T-B.

David C.-Your Mushroom Pizza

is getting cold!

Love, R.C.

'S

1Y Bacome  virfugl

o

Zk:

Love, Cathy Carney thet They 1

O

Hey all you good peebles my
new address is 1760 Beryl,

San Diego, Ca. 92109 (714)

273-8356.

Om Pizza to all in PSLRY and

everywhere,
Rachell.

To all who were at DVF Spring in Wendy,

Wilmington, DE. : I found a
wrist watch in the YMCA pool
shower room. If you lost one,
please write to me, tell me what
it looks like, and I'll see that
it gets back to you. I'll take

- good care of it, promise, Val
..Box 236.RD #2, .Pheeniwville,.Na..

19460

fachel, my little vanilla bean,
let's communicate. I miss you.
Bev

To all siblings of mine: I love
you. Bev

Jules, I have decided that you
should run for the executive
committee. Please think about
this. Love, Bev

To C.C. in Ma. you need some
CHRIS, MICHELLE rolled in a
JON smoked by ETHAN LESLEY
that will get you very very
LYNN. Board Jokers

To whom it may concern: We're

still waiting passionatly for you

to come. Ethan Groupies

To D.C., B.C.,D.M., AM., K.N.,
¥.S.,K.R.,R.T., snd al} the
rest of the AZ horney toads:
Thanx and love, L.P. now in CA.

MorningStar, are you having a
good time living with Heather?

Drop me line sometime let me know

how you are doing. remember,
"Nothing ever dies it just,
evolves into another form' Je'
r (mpx virge 836-1509

IN MEMORIAM: BILLY COX

Y'Died August 24th, 1975 by

drowning in a river rapids in
British Coulmbias, Canada at the
age of 21. Those who knew him
miss him and wish him well in
the next world.
Agi, .
Here it is! Your first People
Soup personal! 1 hope you en-
joyed being totally corrupted at
Madison- Keep that scrunch
going strong, kiddo! And re-
member, Mac really is a fiat
tire, and Spanish oranges are
numero uno!

Your pal,

Mary Butt-

Nothing t

Sandy

To Rob Fellows and the kids
High and I

at Evergreen:
miss you all.

To all who remember me or who'd Dear Everybody: Please remember

! Three stooges of Shadyside,

i

the following- Don't take your-

I'm lonely,

like to know me:

. Is the butcher in? 1 broke my

mushroomly yours,

deStirg ~

A

Grey Shaet of
make ‘¢ oo lon

G

Loxe, Rachell

self too seriously there are no

absolute guides to anything

and I'm beginming to wonder

where you all are.

| the mice have eaten my last pack
! of cigarettes (not to mention

 knife cutting the oatmeal and
' the racooN hiding in the

!

Please

UVISHABLE From A

9 Cathy Shampoo Banana

Doing nothing is a valid res

ponse-sonetimes

fer St. #2, Madison, Wis. 53703 think you're doing? Regards;

write, or call (visitors wel-

de evaruom 4

Billy,

fuzzies and piano music-
cheryl (also ralfie habersucer

or tan

M.H.M. Slobery oosy-gooey

kisses.

What do you

Russ Kirby, 1038 Jeni-

come) :

g, warm

e
5 use. the Pastnt Sar-

3,

Thanks for the letter

Sandy

i closet) Please send the exter-

minators before I lose my

From the Town of Urbana- Rynay

love, Rod-girl.

Vice Z
mere, A

o
«
]
i

ttixs, twee dominick).

- rhosg@'m;r are
o

Madison was dymo

Eryk (der cryp)

(608)251-5638.

o

PF'D

sanity. Popeye of S.C.

SRV
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MASSACHUSETTS HIPPIE CONT.

1 am writing this as I sit in a council ses-
sion, to say that City Hall is a worthwhile
and necessary institution. You can effect
changes that you desire through City Halls.
1 am suggesting that people take a look at
their own city halls and familiarize your
self with how they work.

It is very easy to get a job at City Hall.
If you are required o do a work study at
some time in your life and want to see "how
the other half does it"”, I highly recommend
it. I think it will give you a good and
realistic perspective on what, from time

to time, you may be up against; for me, the
grandeur is gone. I am no longer in awe of
CITY HALL.

1 wonder how I could be? They say that the

mayor is crazy and crawls around on the rug
of his office reliving his childhood. Louise
Day Hicks may be up for contempt of court..

For anyone who wants it to. be, the City
Hall is a tool and an effective one. I
urge that you make use of it.

Ed. Note: The use of the word councilman

in this article has not been edited yet

we are not in agreement with its use. It
might be of interest to knoy that it is used.
in Boston despite the number of women in this
position.
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L-ost will be approximately §$50.

No Munchkins Please, . .
for more informition or if you are inter-
ested ip doing a workshop or 2,NRITE TO:
Chuck Kearns 7519-W.72nd Ave: Apt.¥ 11

Arvada,Colo. 80003 = = . ]

It sure is delightful to be hearing from
a few of you folks. We get a little disen-
chanted when so few people send contributions
for your People Soup. We want it to be enjoy-
able to read - but we/you are dependent on
you for the material that makes it Soup. Very
few people seem to realize the need for read-
ership input. And many must feel that they
couldn't write anything that would be inter-
esting. Quit fooling yourselves. Where do you
think the articles in this issue came from?
You folks. We are hoping that some others of
you will want to take a turn too... Deadline
for the last issue of this year is June 7 -
probably past tense by the time most of you
read this. But when the new year begins, you
can be sure that the new executive committee
will appreciate whatever collects during the
summer. So...remember when you read your Soup
that it is you folks that write it!

L

United Nations
Seminar

Interested in a conference to work on solu-
tions to issues that aftfect the world? The
Fourth Annual UN Youth Seminar will be Janu-
-ary 14-17, 1977. This conference has dealt
with themes such as "political prisoners,"
and "the international balance of power” in
past years. A meeting to plan the Seminar's
theme will be held by youth of the New York
area }'n early fall. If you are too far away--
your input is still valuable and will be re-
ceived by Bob Brown (address below) .

The Seminar includes workshops, discussion,
simulation games, movies with resource people
from government” departments, universities and
volunteer agencies appropriate to the theme.
It is held at the Church Center of the UN
Plaza--so some awareness of the UN's activi-
ties is gained.

Arrangements will be made with one of the
WU societies and your sleeping bag will be
needed. Registration figures are unknown yet,
But the price is rumored low and scholar-
ships are available. For more information,
or to share ideas (to request scholarship
aid simply indicate why you have a need},
write to: Bob Brown, c/0 UU-UN Office, Rm.

7D, 777 UN Plaza, New York, NY 10017. The

seminar is sure to be another high-energy
and positive force created by those youth
who participate.

- ke

Chuctieshe “)1:/4‘,,,-,,,

Did you get this Soup? Or are you still
wondering why your mailbox was empty when
your friends' weren't? Could be that you
haven't sent back your name, address, and

‘ birthyear. Also, if you have moved you must

send us 8 note letting us know your new and
old address. If you would like to receive the
Soup and never have-just do like everyone
else- send your name, address/zip code and
birthyear. It's free!}

SOMETHING
5 FOR THE SouP,
PLEASE ?

D

7

Many times an issue of People Soup will
have a plea for articles, information, and
graphics. The reason for these pleas is that
LRY's newspaper needs input from its reader—
ship. The Executive Committee could be only
a newspaper staff and spend all of its time
on People Soup - but that isn't its purpose.
People Soup isn't the Executive Committee's,
it belongs to all LRYers. Because we wonder
how many people truly feel that their input
is valuable, because we wonder how many
people just aren't sure what sort of input
-ve want, because people ought to know the
reasons why LRY has a -= we thought
that we would let you know.

1) COMMUNICATION- A channel for relating
experience with workshops,programs,problems
and the solutions used that will be useful to

‘others rather than just reading material.

2) ARTICLES BASED ON THE THEME OF THE
PARTICULAR ISSUE-

3) ARTICLES TO INFORM- such as social
issues like Senate Bill I. These are more
objective, hopefully, than what is classified
in the Biofeedback pages.

4) ENTERTAINMENT- poetry, personals,and
the artwork.

5) BIOFEEDBACK- interchange of opinions
on certain issues that pertain to the world
at large or more specifically,lRYers,

6) FED'S UPS AND DOWNS- announcements
about federation or local activity, lncluding
conference information.

We hope that this helps to clarify a few
minds and encourages some of you not so brave
souls to try out your writing ability. (It is
shocking to realize that from a readership
numbering more than 5000 that so little °
trickles in to us to print. Interesting fact-
we print almost everything we receive and yet
there is never enough.) If you can do it for
your classes then I'm sure you can do it for
the Soup. Try us, we'll like it. If you have
any questions or you'd like to tny out some
ideas on us before beginning-- just write to
WRY 25 PBeacon St. Boston, MA 02108,

-- just us typewriters,
Jennifer ,Gary,Carlotta

WRITERS IN THE FIELD ARE NEEDED FOR
NEXT YEAR ~- INTERESTED?? The purpose of
having writers is to guarantee input for the
Soup from sources other than the Executive
Committee. A contract is developed between
the writer and the Executive Committee. It
includes how much and what type of work shall
be expected each month. In return for their
contribution is a token salary of $10 per
month. An ideal experience for individuals
wanting to explore their writing potential.

Note: These writers' work does not
replace contributions from readers, it is a
supplement .,
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Friends,

Been thinking alot about the concept
of holism (looking at systems as a whole in-
stead of only separate parts) and one of the
things it relates to is the mind-and-body
system.

In this society it seems that there's.a
great value placed on intellectual activi-
ty and skills, and the body is considered
less important. We're trained for years in
school to be logical and rational, but any-
thing having to do with the body such as sex,
emotions, or just taking a shit are consi-
dered disgusting and animalistic, It's
really very obvious. P.E. grades don't count
on your grade point average. We must keep
our bodies hidden at all times, and con-
stantly try to improve on them-make them fat-
ter or skinnier, hide the way they smell, try
to burp and fart quietly. Hair is a very sen-
suous body thing, and letting hair grow on
your body is a rebellion to this. You're say-
ing "look, there's hair coming out of me,
it's just the way my body is, so why try to
change it?". All four letter words relate to
body parts or body functions.

I feel I've got to respect my body as
much as my mind. This bod is the only tool
I've got for perceiving the world. My ba-
sic idea is that everything you do or say,
every movement and part of your body is an ex-
pression of who you are. 'Who you are" is
usually thought of only in terms of your
mind. But everything in your thoughts is al-
so expressed in your body, in ways you don't
realize.

Two books about this are The Betrayal
of the Body, and Pleasure, a Creative Way of
Living, by Dr. Lowen, who is a psychiatrist
doing research on this. He is finding that
you can extend the idea of body language (in-
voluntary movements you make that express
how you're feeling) to reading the accum-
ulated tension in your muscles to find out
what you're hung up about. He started bio-
energetic therapy, which says that your body
learns certain patterns of behavior like your
mind, and you have to change the muscle mem-
ory as well as the intellectual hang up in
order to get rid of a problem.
Muscles get tense when you're trying to
control, hold, or supress something. The
tension makes it hard for blood to get to
the muscle, which means it can't bring nu-
trients or take away wastes, and makes a per-
fect breedingground for disease. Have you
ever been tense and worried for a long time
and then finding yourself getting Tun down
and sick? I think emotional and physical
tension are completely connected. If you
suppress anger, it goes into your body. You
clench your fist, your jaw, or tighten your
stomach, or your stomach can secrete too much
acid and develop an ulcer. When you get mas-
saged and your body relaxes, your mind also
‘relaxes. Read The Well Body Book or Be Well.
So your body is an expression of your-
self. 1If your body is tight, so is your
mind. If you don't feel good about parts of
your body, it will probably show. Most wo-
men in this culture are taught to be afraid
of sex or being sexually attacked, so they ’
tend to arch their back and tuck their pelvis
in. If you feel insecure in general, the
fear may show in a tense back, neck or
shoulders. Something that amdzes me is when
I'm doing deep massage, the person will sud-
denly think of an old memory having to do
with the part of the body I'm massaging.
I'm trying to integrate my mind and
body. If T take a deep breath and relax in
a tense situation, it's alot easier. If 1
let myself feel my emotions, they don't
hang atound. I'm trying to quit worrying
about losing weight, and strangely enough,
I'm starting tol

Much love,
Cathy Carney

Dear folks,

Let me say before I begin that this is an
offering of positive suggestion which has
arisen out of negative feelings. I am in my
own eyes an "old LRYer". I feel I have jour-
neyed through the tunnel of LRY and come out
the other end. At the base of my reasoning
for writing this is my love for LRY as an in-
stitution and for you as an LRYer. Otherwise
my effort in writing this wouldn't be worth
the trouble, would it?

I was involved in the planning of a large LRY
conference some weeks ago. 1 felt my presence
there was to be more of an advisor than any-
thing else. I almost felt like an LRY alumni;
which brings me to an important point. This

being, that LRY is now and has always been a

self-perpetuating organization. The old people

phase out and the new ones move into the posi-
tions of responsibility. This is the life
cycle of LRY,

I don't feel that this cycle was in action at
the conference. Very simply, the older LRYers
(and advisors) ended up carrying most of the
weight of the conference. I found in the
majority of conferees a large lack of commit-
meht. The attitude of the vast majority was
to sit back and reap the benefits of the con-
ference. This strips the entire conference of
the possibility of developing any fteeling of
community or group awareness. If, when I first
got into LRY and had not found this community
feeling, I'11 say quite honestly that 1 would
not have bothered to pursue LRY any further.
I1'11 go on to say that feelings like group
concern, group compassion and just old-style
love are the only toundation LRY has. I think
in a lot of ways LRY is feeding off its past,
and those stockpiles are gettin' might low.

This- probably:sounds like the biggest bitch
session you've ever heard, T knowl But remem-
ber that I have nothing to gain from repri-
mand or bitching at you. There is a reason
for my laying all of this on you. I know from
my own experience that LRY is really only a
wild fleeting moment in one's life. Few are
even fully aware of it until it's gone. Make
the very most you possibly can out of LRY,

Be more caring, take on more commitment and
give more love and compassion than you think
you should. You only have one chance and I can
vouch for the fact that it's one worth taking.

LRY love,
Tan

C.’ rJQQ £ beclgians
Jecisions..-

Dear People Soup People:

Something has been rattling around in my head
since I was at a conference in Lawrence, KS,
once upon a time. A man came and gave a talk
on what was supposed to be Unitarianism. How-
ever, it turned out, after he'd gone through
some of the history of the Unitarian-Univer-
salist Church, to be merely knocking the more
conventional Christian religions. He didn't
peesent any reasons for being 4 Unitarian,
like what many Unitarians believe, or what
they think is right or wrong, or what makes
them feel that way. Now, I'm not saying that
Christianity is right or wrong or anything,
but I was always under the impression that
Unitarians were tolerant of other religions
and beliefs, even if they were Christian ones.
Where was this important tolerance in this
instance? I guess what really bugged me about
it was that just about everybody in the room
just sat there grinning and cheering and ap-.
parently never stopping to think about what
was really going on; it was supposed to be a
workshop on Unitarianism, but nobody seemed
to notice when it changed into a "How to Knock
Christianity" workshop. Is this what being a
Unitarian means? -

1 have encountered this intolerance other
places too. I happen to wear a cross, and
several times when people have noticed it,
they've freaked out. Then comes the third d
gree: "A CROSS?171? Why do you wear a cross?”
or the incredulous, "You don't believe in
God or anything do you?!" and then there’s
the Look -- the what-are-you-some-kind-of-
straight-person-or-something look. I don't
think a lot of LRYers realize that lots of -
times we are just as prejudiced as a lot of
Red-necks (see there?) we know; it seems like
a cross on a person is to an LRYer what long
hair and backpacks are to an Jowa farmer. If
somebody wants to believe something that you
don't happen to take seriously, it's only
gonna affect his/her tifestyle, not anyone
else's. And hasn't acceptance of others for
what they are or believe without making them
feel they have to defend themselves or their
beliefs, been something LRYers have liked te
pride themselves on? Just because a person
believes in God or goes to a non-Unitariam
church doesn't mean s/he is not still a real
person.

Let's get Bicentennial here for a minute and
look back to the Pilgrims and early colonists.
They came here for religious freedom, which
does not mean just Christian religions. That’
is how the Unitarians got started here too,
as T understand it. Freedom of religion means
among other things, freedom not to believe in
God -- but it also works the other way.

I want everybody to understand that I'm not
getting down on anybody; I just think the
idea could use a little thoupht. Next time
you see a cross or Star of David or something
hanging around a pesson's neck, and your first
reaction is distrust, stop a second and

think: would you freak out at a Hindu?

Melvin







