About A Faith Without Borders

International A Faith Without Borders is a program
Resources Staff, developed by the UUA’s International
Resources Office which invites and supports
at the UUA congregational integration of a faithful and
holistic vision of international engagement
into their ministry.
verend Eric M. Chefifyg _ _
N ector For more information, pleas_e contact the
! International Resources Office:
International ResourcgSHOICE
25 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02108
617-948-6412 tel
617-367-3237 fax
Nicole McConvery international@uua.org

Administrative AsgiStaints

www.uua.org/international



Sixth Principle Resources for UU
Congregations: Winter Holidays

For everything there is a season — a time to die and a
time to be born. With the arrival of winter’s low dark sky,
communities around the world look to the miracle of light
as a sign of rebirth and a source of hope. We celebrate
the promise of new life and recommit ourselves to the
protection of everyone’s right to his or her own radiant
humanity. Celebrating the Winter Holidays, thus, is an
excellent opportunity for Unitarian Universalist (UU)
congregations to express their commitment to our Sixth
Principle: We Covenant to Affirm and Promote the Goal of
World Community with Peace, Liberty and Justice for All.

Following are a few suggestions for bringing Sixth
Principle Ministry to life in relation to your Winter Solstice
service in Seven Areas:

Spiritually,

Through Education,

Through Advocacy,

Through Partnership,

Through Stewardship,

Through Pilgrimage and Witness, and

Through Associational Leadership.

As warm light envelops winter dark, hopefully these ideas
will inspire creativity, vision and compassion.

For more information about any of the suggestions, or to
share additional ideas, please contact the Unitarian
Universalist Association (UUA) Office of International
Resources: international @ uua.org.

About A Faith Without Borders

A Faith Without Borders is a program developed by the
UUA’s International Resources Office which invites and
supports congregational integration of a faithful and
holistic vision of international engagement into their
ministry.

The program will be introduced at General Assembly ’08.
For more information, please contact the International
Resources Office.



Through Pilgrimage and Witness Spiritually
Include a relevant chalice lighting from the
International Council of Unitarians and Universalists
(ICUU) during worship services, such as:

During the Flower Communion Service or
following it:

a Announce a congregational pilgrimage to your
partner church

a Share pictures and stories about a recent
congregational pilgrimage

a Invite the congregation to imagine a place
where their religious witness would be helpful,
and invite them to plan to do so.

a We light this chalice to remember that life is born
again every day. (Submitted by la Sociedad Unitaria
Universalista de Espana)

a So long as a single light illuminates the world's
darkness, there will be a joy on earth that empowers
our lives. (Herbert Napiersky; translated by Erik
Resly; submitted by Deutsche Unitarier
Religionsgemeinschaft)

Share information about UUPCC pilgrimages — no
partner church experience required.

Invite a speaker from a UUSC Just Journeys
experience to share his or her experience with
your congregation.

Through Associational Leadership

Honor the International engagement leadership
that a member of your congregation has provided
locally or to the Unitarian Universalist movement.

Commit to share your congregation’s experiences
in international engagement with other UU
congregations — the UUA’s International
Resources Office would like to help you do so!

In times of darkness we stumble towards the tiny
flame. In times of cold we seek the warming fire. In
times of repression we reach for the lamp of truth. In
times of loss we pray for the comforting light. In
times of joy we light a candle of celebration. Spirit of
Life, as we kindle this light, help us find what we
need this day. (Brian Kiely - President, ICUU
Executive Committee)

Highlight the miracle of birth and the
interconnectedness of all existence using stories like
Zoroaster’s laughter at birth or Indra’s Net. Tie the
process of human birth to the continual cycle of our
planet’s (re)birth, as emphasized in Readings #557
and #470 (Singing the Living Tradition).

Incorporate traditional religious stories from around
the world that address the themes of:

Birth in the Christian (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-
20; Matthew 2:1-12; Brief Summary) and Muslim
(Maryam19:16-31; Surah Al-Imran 3:45ff;)
traditions (See The Muslim Jesus).




Through Education Through Partnership

Schedule a book group discussion of Richard - During the Flower Communion Service remember
Henry’s biography, Norbert Fabian Capek: A the importance of your congregation’s
Spiritual Journey international partnership with a UU congregation in

Transylvania, Hungary, India or the Philippines.

Use intergenerational Religious Education

materials created by the UUPCC or the ICUU’s - If your congregation doesn’t have a partner-

"The Garden of Unitarian-Universalism. church, invite a conversation to become involved
with partner church ministry through the UUPCC.

Schedule a small group ministry focus on
international engagement by using modules
created by the UUSC.

Through Justice Making and Advocacy Through Faithful Stewardship
During the Flower Communion service highlight - Request a special offering during the Flower
the international advocacy work your Communion service to support an international
congregation is already involved with, or invite engagement project, like:

the congregation to consider doing so by:
Supporting U/Uism in Africa.

a Becoming involved in the UUSC’s Drumbeat a The UU Church of the Philippine’s Dormitory
for Darfur campaign Project
a Participating in the Peacemaking study/ a The UU-UNO'’s “Every Child is Our Child”
action process Program
a Using the Resource Guide to address the a The HIV/AIDS Orphanage Project of the UU
2006 Statement of Conscience on Global Association of Uganda
Warming/Climate Change. a The Inderias Bhatti Foundation/UUs of Pakistan’s

new trauma response ministry.

(for more information about any of these funds,
please contact the International Resources Office)



