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Accommodations?



Opening Reading
by Sydney A. Morris

Brothers and sisters in creation, we 
covenant this day with you and with 
all creation yet to be; 

With every living creature and all that 
contains and sustains you; 

With all that is on the Earth and with 
the Earth itself; 



With all that lives in the waters and 
with the waters themselves; 

With all that flies in the skies 
and with the sky itself; 

We establish this covenant, that all 
our powers will be used to prevent 
your destruction.

(All) In wilderness is the preservation of 
the world.



Brothers and sisters in creation, we 
covenant this day with you and with 
all creation yet to be; 

With all of humanity that has come 
before and will come after us in 
future generations; 

With the human heart as it opens 
time and time again to the 
wondrousness of love; 



With each new child and the promise 
that sparkles in their eyes; 

With the shining stars of hope and 
love in the eyes of those around us; 

We have felt the joy of living, and we 
covenant that our love will be 
dedicated to others that they may 
also feel such joy. 

(All) In love is the preservation of the 
world.



Brothers and sisters in creation, we 
covenant this day with you and with 
all creation yet to be; 

With the great unity of all sentient 
beings, and all that exists; 

With the unending cycles of birth and 
growth, death and rebirth, of which 
we are a part; 



With the peaceful knowledge brought us 
though sages and children of our 
belonging and our grace; 

With the universal weaving of destiny and 
creation, weaving patterns of 
magnificence and music; 

We covenant to remember our 
membership in the family universal, and 
to be with one another in the spirit of 
connectedness. 

(ALL) In wisdom is the preservation of the 
world.



Brothers and sisters in creation, we 
covenant this day with you and with 
all creation yet to be;

With the cry of despair which reaches 
our ears from the furthest corners of 
the Earth;

With the last breath of the starving 
child and the tortured woman and 
the hunted man;



With hopes dashed and dreams 
drowned we covenant: 

We will not forget you, nor let the 
torch of your most cherished vision 
be extinguished forever; 

We will remember and we will 
continue to fight on. 

(All) In justice is the preservation of 
the world.



Purpose

• Overview of the Program

•Learn from other Congregations

•Answer Questions



Green Sanctuary Program Stats

• 98 Accredited Green Sanctuaries
• 116 congregations officially in 

candidacy
• All 19 UUA districts are represented
• 39 states + District of Columbia are 

represented
• 8 Canadian congregations



GS Program Goals
• Build awareness of the significance and 

complexity of environmental issues.
• Encourage personal lifestyle changes.
• Engage in community action on 

environmental issues.
• Strengthen the connection between 

spiritual practice and Earth 
consciousness.

• Work to heal environmental injustices.



Steps to Becoming a GS

1. Establish a GS program team
2. Conduct an environmental 

assessment
3. Create an action plan
4. Apply for GS candidacy
5. Review feedback from a GS Review 

Team



Steps to Becoming a GS (con’t)
6. Make appropriate modifications to 

your action plan
7. Complete your action plan
8. Apply for GS accreditation
9. Receive recognition as a Green 

Sanctuary
10.Periodically complete the re-

accreditation process



Four Focus Areas

• Worship and Celebration
• Religious Education
• Sustainable Living
• Environmental Justice



Worship and Celebration

• 2 Worship and Celebration projects 
required



Religious Education

• 2 Religious Education projects required –
1 for adults, 1 for children/youth



Sustainable Living

• 4 Sustainable Living projects required



Environmental Justice
• Environmental Justice is the human 

affirmation of our place within the 
interdependent web of all existence.

• Environmental Justice pursues 
simultaneously the protection of natural 
systems and the ecological health of human 
communities, specifically disadvantaged, 
oppressed, and indigenous communities 
while building relationships to create a larger 
impact.



Environmental Justice

• 2 Environmental Justice projects required



Re-Accreditation
• With input from the UUMFE, GS 

Review Team Members, and talking 
with congregations about the GS 
Program, UUA developed a formal re-
accreditation process in FY2009

• Optional and encouraged for 
congregations interested in receiving 
official recognition for their continued 
efforts to care for the Earth



Re-Accrediation (con’t)
• In the fourth year post-accreditation, 

congregations are invited to create a 
“mini-action plan” and submit an 
application for re-accreditation

• Application will be reviewed by a GS 
Review Team and feedback will be 
given to the congregation

• Congregation completes “mini-action 
plan” and completes re-accreditation 
application



Questions and Answers



Closing Reading
by Vern Barnett

I pledge allegiance to the earth on 
which I stand,
and to the environment of which I 
am a part,
one planet in a Process, with soil, 
water and air like one body,
indivisible, with resources to be 
cherished and protected by all. 



Thank You
For additional information:

Contact Robin Nelson, 
Congregational Stewardship Services
Program Manager
Rnelson@uua.org or 
greensanctuary@uua.org
www.uua.org/leaders/leaderslibrary/gree

nsanctuary.shtml
617.948.4251


