
An excerpt taken from the closing plenary speech by 
Reggie Stanley, Sr. Vice President and Chief Marketing Officer, Calvert 

 
Concrete Steps Congregations Can Take Now: 

 
1. Recognize that your fiduciary responsibility  for yourselves and your congregations 
may be defined differently than for others.  You are responsible for shepherding the long 
term sustainability of the church and its core beliefs.  These should be lived (and 
invested) daily.    
 
2. Review your investment policy to make sure that it integrates the allowance and 
requirement of SRI considerations. 
 
3. Expand discussions with your investment advisors.  Let them know what elements 
are important to you beyond just financial returns.  What are you willing to do to make a 
buck?  To make an impact on peace? the environment? etc. 
 
4. Establish proxy voting guidelines. (Use ours – Calvert’s – if you like as a start.) 
 
5.  Demand that your money managers vote proxies according to your guidelines.  
 
6. When managers report their investment returns to you, make sure they also report 
the results and confirmation of their votes.   
 
Lead and Organize 
7. Continue and perhaps expand your denomination’s commitment to “1% in  
Community”  (at national and local levels).   
 
8. Consider 5% investment in the sectors where the future is going and the needs are 
greatest: Alternative Energy, Infrastructure, Green real estate, Responsible Water 
development. Do so with managers who understand the risks, opportunities and 
responsibilities in these areas. 
 
9.  Encourage bi-annual meetings of your congregants around investment and 
sustainability issues.  Discuss “Why does it matter?” 
 
10. Don’t reinvent the wheel.  Continue to be involved with others who can share best 
practices, provide resources, such as: 

• Join the Social Investment Forum 
• Reach out to ICCR directly or through the UUA and UUSC 
• Meet with your local community development financial institutions who may be 

able to help customize investment opportunities and campaigns.   
 
 
 



 
 


